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Above: Sunday School Christmas Pageant in the
Cathedral (photo: Linda Kakouras); Left: Choir performs
at the Holy Trinity and Dilworth Community Christmas
Concert and Tree Lighting (photo: Angelo Pete Politis);
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Our Vision

With the Grace of God, to provide a loving
and caring Community where all belong to
Christ, through worship, sacramental life,
everyday spiritual discipline, sanctification,

education, witness and fellowship.
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THE EDITOR’S NOTE by George Zogzas

Welcome back. Happy New Year. It’s over. 2019 is
done and it is January 2020 by the time you are seeing
this. It marks the end of the year as well as the “twenty-
teens”. Decades are passing faster, aren’t they? I think
there is definite truth in the country song phrase “days
go slow and years go fast.”

Holy Trinity held its annual Parish elections in
December. The big news was the introduction of
electronic voting (E-voting). Under the supervision
of Elections Committee Chair Leonidas Kyriazis, this
jump into the future of voting got off to a great start.
Disappointingly, we had only 5 candidates run for the 5
open seats on the Parish Council. The Foundation race
was a bit more competitive as 3 candidates ran for two open seats (disclosure:
I was one of the two elected to serve on the Foundation). Please see our full
coverage of the process and the results on page 6.

Also in this issue, Father Jonathan offers suggestions on how to start or
improve a daily reading of the scriptures practice (page 4). Dino Pappas
offers his observations and thoughts as he ends his third term on council
and completes this year as President (page 5). We have a new entry in the
Community Profiles column that has appeared in The Voice before. This time
we highlight Kal and Marie-Claire Kardous (page 7).

We have several new advertisers in this issue. We thank them for their
confidence in us and support of this publication. I hope that you will read
all the ads in The Voice and consider how their products and services might
help your family.

Thanks for reading and see you next time.

George Zogzas, Editor
voice@htgo.org

Community Luncheon

Join the Folk Dance Program

Sunday January 12, 2020
for lunch in Father C. Hall
following the Divine Liturgy.
Donations are appreciated
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The Annual

Queen City Classic
Basketball Tournament
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February 14-16, 2020

Join our Holy Trinity teams
as they host teams from

neighboring communities.

Kakouras Family Dentistry

Cosmetic & General Dentistry for Today’s Family
Tommy Kakouras DMD, PA * Melissa Helms DDS

11020 S. Tryon St. Ste 401 * Charlotte, NC
704-504-8070

www.KakourasFamilyDentistry.com
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% Comfortable State-of-the-Art Dentistry
Nirtous Sedation
Zoom 1 Hour Power Whitening

Peridontal Disease Screening
Oral Cancer Screening
Children’s Dentistry
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«  Back Massage Chairs < Digital X-Rays (90% Radiation
Reduction)
- .
It’s the EXP@V LAY VUCE people are talking about

Google us at KakourasFamilyDentistry.com

— WANTED -

RESTAURANTS

We have qualified buyers
throughout the US!

Confidential Sales
*  Free Valuations

““ We provide professional assistance in
selling your restaurant™

NO FEES UNTIL SOLD!

Call Steve Panteliodis
704-400-8041
Broker — Mihd® EAdnvika

National Restaurant Properties
www.restaurantstore.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and
Operated
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Email to voice@htgo.org

THE VOICE Advertising Rates

Rates are for ads in six issues.

Rates are subject to change
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21/27X5” $275.00 $300.00
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Contact George Andrews at 704.364.7224,
gandrews2018@gmail.com or send an
email to voice@htgo.org

Use ADVERTISE in the subject line.
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REFLECTIONS FROM
FATHER VASILEIOS

by Father Vasileios Tsourlis
Dean of the Cathedral

Ayammroti pov ev Kvpio aderoot,

Xpoévia moALa yioo Odeg Tic Ayieg
NUEPEG TOL dMOEKAMUEPOV.

O Amodotorog Tov edvav TTadvrog
ypaoetl mpog tovg Koloooaeig yia to
g B mpémel va eivar 1 XplroTiovikn
Owoyevelokn (on ta e§NG: «Kol Tav
6,TL éav motfte, €Kk yoyiic épyalecbe,
o¢ 1@ Kvplo kol ovk avOpomolg,
€ldotec 0Tt ando Kvuplov dmoinyeche
MV Avtamddocy Tig KANpovouiog: @
vap Kvpie Xpiot@® dovievete: 0 0¢
GOV Kopueltat 0 16iknoe, Kol 00K £0Tt
TPOCOTOANYiaL.»

Mo va vmopyn Xprotiavikig
Owoyeveraxn {om Oo mpémer va
vrapyet Evopio n omola Oa mpémetl va
™mv aoBavopacte Oyt HOVo KN oG
OALG TTPOEKTOON TOL OTITOL pog. H
gvopla katéyel onuepa otnv OpHddoEN
Exxncio o onpocio modd peyoivtepn
amd Oomn £TVYE GE OMOLONTOTE GAAN
emoyn. Iloté dAlote, amd v emoyn
™G UETUGTPOPNC GTO XPIOTLAVICUS
Tov Meydhov Kovortavtivov, dev elye
TO TOTIKO ELYOPLOTIOKO KEVIPO TOON
peydin omovdatotnto otn (o ™G
opBodo&iag, 6om £xel onjuepa.

[To6 eivar to vonua g vrdpEewg
¢ ExkAnociag; [Toidg etvat o povadtkog
KOL YOPAKTNPLOTIKOG TG pOAOG TOV
omoio Kovelg aGAAog kot Timote GALO dev
umopei va ekmAnpaoocet; Ti ivan exeivo
mov meTvyaivel N ExkAncia kot mov dev
UTopovV VoL TO TETVYOVY 0VTE 01 EBVIKEG

ovvaBpoicelc ovTe 01 TOALTIGTIKOL
cVAAOYOL OVTE TO QLAQVOpOTIKA
WpduoTo;

H amnévtnon dev givar mapd povo
pio: m ExxAnoio vrdpyet v vo pog
oépetocotpia €v Xptotd Incov- va pog
oépeLomTNPio OYL LLE KATO10 01PN LLEVO
Oewpnrikd Tpdémo, apov 1 Exkincia dev
amoTeLEl £VO OTTOLOONTOTE PLIAOGOPIKO
cvoTnpo 1 1deoroyia, oAAA pe
GLYKEKPLLEVT] KO OPOTH LOPOT], S8 TNG
terécemc G Belog Aettovpylag. Avtdg
glval 0 HOVAOTKOG KOl YOPOKTNPLIOTIKOG
porog g ExkInciog, avtd mov povo
ekeivn pmopel va emitedécer: va
npoopépel T Oeio evyapiotio. H Oeia
guyaplotio elval mov dnpovpyet v
Exxdnoio. H evomto g Exkinociog dev
emPdireTon EEwBev pe v oy 1 ) Plo,
aALG TTpaypoToToleital éowbev pe v
TEAEGN TNG KOWVOVIOG UE TO GOMUO KOl
aipo Tov Xprotob. H Exkinoia dev etvot
KAIT010 KOVMOVIOAOYIKO KATOCKEDOUGLAL,
O0AAG €VOG EVYOPLOTIOKOS OPYOVIGUOG,
0 omoio¢ amoKTd ovidTNnTa TNV OpO
mov emikoAgitar To Aywo Ilvevpa va
EVEPYNOELTAV® GTO TiO dMPa. AT 1
gUYOPIoTIOKY Vo™ TG ExkAnciog €yet
TPOGdl0pLoTEL e 131aiTEPT GUPTVELL
a6 Tov dylo Iyvatio Avtioyeiog, Alya
POV LETA TOV BAVaTO TV ATOGTOA®V.

H evopia egivalr 10 Poaocikd
EVYOPIOTIOKOV KOTTOPO YWPIig T0 omoio
dev vmapyel Exkinocio. Emmdéov, oe
K&be Téleom NG gvyoplotiog TOPOV
elvat o 6Log Xp1otdg, Kot Oyt amidg Eva
pikpo o Tov, €t61 ®OTE M TOTIKNY
gvopia, otav tekel to Oela pvotnpia,
dev amoTELEL Lo, LIKPT HOVAdO LECH GE
éva peyoldvtepo OVoA0, OAAG ekppalet
KaTd TpOTo opatd TV pio ExkAncio
GTNV OAOTNTA TNG.

[Tépa amd v tomikn evopio moOv
ovvalpoiletor otn Ogia Agttovpyia,
Kk6Oe TL oV eugic o1 opbHod0EOL Aépe
Y10, T0 GO ToV XP1oToD, TNV TPLUSIKY
Baoctreio tov [Matpdc, Tov Yo, kot Tov
Ayiov ITvevportog, yio tnv mpoc@opd g
ExiAnciog oty Kotvevikn dikaiocivn,
Vv a&OTPENELD TOL OVOPAOTOL Kot TN
HETAUOPOMOON TNG KOW®VIiag amd o
anpdoOnn arypoilocio og elgvbepn
KOW®Vio, TPOGOT®V, 0,TL KOl 0V AELE,

FOR SALE!

Family Pizza Restaurant 45 minutes south of Charlotte, NC. Great
potential and very good presence. Free standing building with good
parking. Business only, or building and property, included.

Please send your contact information including cell phone or
landline numbers to:

RESPONSE
c¢/o THE VOICE
600 East Blvd.
Charlotte, NC 28203

Calls will be returned by the seller.

dev amotelel 6TV KOAVTEPN TTEPITTOON,
mopd HoOvVo pio aenpnuévn évvota,
TO WOAD €va a@eAN OENAIOUO KOl
ocuvolctnpotikd ovtomiopd. Movo péca
oTNV gvopio VITAPYEL SUVOLIKT amddEE,
IOTOPIKY| TPOUYUATOOT), 0ANO1vY EATTidaL.
Onwc opBd €xel Aeybel, povo n Lon
g evoplag umopel vo, SMGEL 1EPATIKT
O140TACTN OTNV TOALTIKY, TPOPNTIKO
TVEVUO GTNV EMGTAUN, avOpdTIVO
TPOGMTO GTIG OIKOVOUIKES GYECELG Ko
LOGTNPLOKO YOPUKT PO GTOV £PMTA.
ZNUEPO, OTMC KATA TOVG TPADTOVS TPELS
OLDVES TNG XPIOTIOVIKNG 1oTopiog, N {on
QoG TPETEL Vo gival dppnkta depévn
pe v téleon g Oelag Aettovpyiag,
GTOV TOMIKO gvoplakd pog vaod. H
Lotwdmra g Exkinciog eCaptate and
™V (OVTaViH TOV EVOPLOV LLOG.

v meptypapn mov kével yio ) Con
™G TPATNG YPLOTIOVIKNG gvoplog NG
Kowotntag g lepovsodn i Twv nuepov
mov akoAovOncav v Ilevinkootr o
Evayyehotg Aovkdc pag Aéel: «noav
0¢ mpookKaptepodvTeG T 0oy TOV
ATocTOA®Y Kal Tf] Kowmvig kol Ti
KAdoel 10D GpTov Kol TOilg TPOGELYAIS.
"Eyéveto 8¢ mdon yoyt e6pog, ToArd te
Tépata Kol onueia S TV ATOGTO MY
gylvero. Ildvteg 8¢ ol mioTEVOVTEG
noav €ni 10 avTO Kol €lyov Gmoavia
kowdy. (Ilpa&. 2 42, 44)

Avtdc axpipag eival kKot 0 oKOTog
ka0 evopiag onuepa: To LEAT TNG
exepdlovv TNV evoTNnNTd TOVG €V
Xptotd Incov 414 g and Kowvol
KAGGE®C (TERAYIGUOG) TOV APTOV
ot Oeia evyapiotio. Oheg ot dAleg
dPaCTNPLOTNTEG TNG EVOPIOG, KOVOVIKEG
TOMTIGTIKEG 1} PLAaVOpoTIKES, Trydlov
amo v Tédeon g Belog Aettovpylog Kot
glvar vmdAiniec oe owtn. «H guyopiotio
elvar éva ovveyéc Badpay, poag Aéyet
0 Ayiog loéavvng e Kpootavong. H
gvopia amotelel akplPdg To oynua omd
70 07010 KOl 08 KAOE GUYKEKPIUEVO TOTO,
TOVTO TO «GLVEYES By popTupeiton
pe Covtavi mapovsia.

H ExkAnocia dev eivoar avOpdmivog
0pYOVIoUOG, Tov pmopel va Tpéyet
OYKOUOYDVTOS Y10 Vi QTAGEL T1G
porydaiec HETAPOAEG TOV KOGLOV TOVTOL,
0 omoiog «mapdyew, ovte vo. oAAALEL

GLVEXDG GTOYOVE KOl TPOYPAULOTA,
OTMG KAVEL O KOGLLOG KOLL O1 OPYOVMUEVES
KOW®VIKEG OpLAdEC. AvTi 1 TomofETnon
pog eivar AovBacpévn. H Exikddinoia etvat
0 aVQ TOVG UMVEG «TOPOTEWVOLEVOS
Xptrotdc», o omoiog sivar «y0eg
KOl GNUEPOV O AVTOC KOl €15 TOVG
awdvac»(EBp. 13,8) ko éxetl ok g
Aertovpykn (on Kot Tapdooo, mTov
SlHopP®VOLV TO NB0G TOV HEADY TNG.
H ExkAnocia mapélafe kot cuveymc
pog mapadidetl TN AATPELTIKY TNG
C{on kot Tapadoom, 1 omoio cLVEXDS
ev Ayio Ilvevpatt avavedvetol Kot
C{woyovel To péAN ™G, 00N YDVTOAG TA E1G
compiav «ev Xprotd Incovr. [pénet,
Aowmdv, va ptdoovpe did TG AoTpeiog
Oyl AMAMG OTNV KOTOVONON OAAG Kot
TNV TPUYHATIKOTNTA TOL VILVOL OV
AEEL: «EV TM VOO EGTAOTEG TNE 0OENG GOV,
gv ovpavd eotdval vouilopevy. Otav
ovto yivel, tote yepdtor omd yopd Kot
ayoAAioon Oo propécovpe va AEpE: «mG
oyamTd To cKNVopaTo 6ov, Kbple tov
duvdpemv. Emmodel ko exieimer n yoyn
LoV €1¢ TG 0AGG Tov Kupiovy.

BAénete ayammrol pov gv Kvpim
00EAPOT TOL TVELLOTIKA, KoL (TG 0pEAN
onov maipvovpe and v Evopla yuo va
&yovpe o Xprotiaviky Owoyéveta,; o
ovto Ba Tpémet va ipacte OA0L evepyd
UEAN g evopliag pog, Tng Aylag Tpiadoc,
KO VO U1V XOVOLLE TTOTE TNV EVKaLpia
Vo ellaoTe TOPOVTIES TOVANYLIOTOV GE
pio Osio Agttovpyio Tnv efdopdda £Tot
wote vo {ovpe To Bavpa, «Td od ek TV
oMV 001l TPOCPEPOVTES KATH TAVTOL KOl
Oé whvTo.

KAiegivovtag Oa Mbera va coc
EVYOPLOTNOM® HECH OO TNV KOPOLH LLOV
Yo OAoL 0G0 EYETE KAVEL Kot cuveyileTot
va kavete yio v Aylo Tpiddo pog
10Tl Ywpig TNV OIKN GO AydTn Kol
Vv vtootNpi&n dev Ba pmopovcape va
KOVOVLE TITOTE.

20G ELYOLLOL VO EXETE LLLOL EDAOYTLLEVN
Kavovpyla xpovia 2020 yepdtn yopd,
vyela, vtuyio kot aydmn!

Ev Kvpilo aydnn kot drakovia,
+1. Baciielog Toovping

[Ipoictapevog tov Kabedpicov Iepov
Noaov
Apytepatikog Emitponog

CANNON pPgaARMACY

( /s r ¢ )
C_Ag’zf' Homolown Drugsiors

Free Delivery
15% off the 3™ of Every Month on all Non-

Prescription Items
Drive Thru

Durable Medical Equipment

Six Month Supply Discount

US Post Office

SOUTH END
2334 South Blvd
(704) 523-8608

SOUTH PARK
4501 Cameron Valley Pkwy
(704) 367-7440

www.cannonpharmacies.com
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OPENING ABIBLE: APRACTICE FOR EVERYDAY
by Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mettasophia, Associate and Youth Priest

When did
you last pick
up the Bible,
open it up, and
start reading?
Has it been
a while or is
it a regular
occurrence? Is
your only real
engagement
with the Bible
the Epistle and
Gospel readings on Sunday morning?
I find in reflecting on these questions
a deep pining, a desire, but also a
challenge. Do [ want to have a different
relationship with the Scriptures, more
engagement with the Bible? The hope of
course would be an affirmation, that I do
indeed want to know the Bible better. I
do want to know the foundational texts
of our faith with greater intimacy. I do
not want my only engagement with the
Bible to be a passive hearing of the few
verses that are read during the services.
I want the Bible to be written on my
heart through engagement with it, not
collecting dust by merely adorning my
shelf.

The challenge is that the Bible is not
a book. Yes, it is objectively a book,
pages filled with words and bound in a
cover. However, what I mean is that it
is more than just a paperback novel we
pick up in an airport gift shop. It is not
just something that we grab when we
want to read more. It is a collection, a
library, of sacred texts that are ancient,
complex, and at times difficult to
understand.

Another difficulty we have is that
not all Bibles are the same. Some
translations are wooden, because it tries
to express the nuances of the Greek—
including its idiom, turn-of-phrases—in
English, a much different language.
While some of us might be able to read
the Bible in its original Greek, we might
not always get all of its richness because
Biblical Greek is not the same as
Modern Greek. Sometimes our English
Bibles are written in the language of
another era. I recall my first attempt to
open up the Bible as I began my journey
from atheism to Orthodox Christianity.
I picked up the King James Version
Master Study Bible and got lost in the
first chapter of Genesis. I will return
later to how I remedied this. I must first

speak to one more challenge that we
have as Orthodox Christians, namely,
the content of our Biblical library—also
called our canon of Scripture.

While as Orthodox Christians our
New Testament is the same as our
Catholic and Protestant brothers and
sisters, if you were to open up an
Orthodox Study Bible for instance, you
would notice that the Old Testament
is slightly larger (the Protestant Bible
has 39 books, the Catholic Bible has
46, and the Orthodox Bible has 49
books). Why the difference? In brief,
the Protestants base their translation
on a later Hebrew Bible text, which
only has 39 books—perhaps in another
article I can talk more about this. The
Jewish Scriptures were set at the Jewish
Council of Jamma (ca. 91 A.D.). The
Church, already understanding itself to
be a continuation—perhaps better the
fulfilment of the Hebrew faith—did not
recognize the authority of this council
and therefore its findings. The Catholic
Bible, like the Orthodox Bible, is based
on the Greek Septuagint translation of
the Jewish Scriptures—a translation the
dates back to the 2nd century before
Christ! The additional books of this
Bible—which I will highlight below—
were not accepted by the Jamma council
because they only existed in the Greek
language.

St. Jerome translated this Bible
in Latin. Modern English versions
of the Catholic Bibles contain the
seven additional books (Tobit, Judith,
Baruch, Wisdom of Sirach, 1 and 2
Maccabees, Wisdom of Solomon,
with some additions to Esther). The
Orthodox Bible contains three books
in addition to these (3-4 Maccabees
and 1 Esdras, Psalm 151, and the Prayer
of Manasseh in Chronicles—the latter
we read during Great Lent in the Great
Compline). The Orthodox Church is
much more fluid about what is inspired
and what is canonical. A basic criterion
for the canon is its suitability for public
reading—though the Revelation is not
read publicly in the Orthodox Church
and it is part of our canon. We see the
value that these texts have for moral
instruction and spiritual life.

While no translation is perfect, some
are better than others. The Orthodox
Study Bible contains the Orthodox
Canon of Scripture—including the ten
books you will not find in a Protestant
Bible—and is presented in traditional
Orthodox ordering—which is also
different than the Protestant Bible. The
Old Testament is a decent edition, but
it is just an update based on the New
King James Version (NKJV)—a good
translation in itself—corrected against
the Septuagint. The New Testament is
just a standard NKJV. The text offer
Orthodox articles on important topics
related to our faith and provides notes
at the bottom of each page to help us

Stop by the

better understand how the Orthodox
Church interprets certain passages.
The Revised Standard Version (RSV)
has also been approved by the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese—this is the
version we use when reading the
Epistles and Gospels in English. You
are able to find editions of this version
with the additional ten books found in
the Orthodox Bible—but they are not in
the same order, and the other 39 books
will be translated from the Hebrew not
the Greek Septuagint.

Developing a Daily Scripture
Practice: Some Suggestions

Now that we have addressed a few
of the challenges we might face when
getting into a habit, | wanted to return
to that initial experience I had when first
starting my journey. As I wrote above, |
was lost reading an archaic translation
without any guidance. Where did I turn?
To the Church. I made my way to the
Orthodox Church—as I was baptized
as an infant into the Orthodox Church.
The best place to begin our practice of
opening the Bible is in the Church. First,
the Church has a lectionary—prescribed
reading biblical readings for every
day. I suggest starting there. To make
it easier, the archdiocese has both a
smart phone app (Daily Readings) and
an email list serve through which we
can access these readings in English
(RSV) or the original Greek. These also
provide us with a little reading about the
Saint or feast of the day, and the hymns
of the day—even prayers and fasting
schedules!

Additionally, here at Holy Trinity,
as members of the pastoral team, the
fathers all offer unique resources and
classes on the Bible. Fr. Vasileios will
often record a Greek message about the
upcoming feasts or scripture readings
as does Fr. Christian in English and at
a level accessible for the youth. I offer
aweekly video on our YouTube channel
on the Gospel and/or Epistle reading
for the upcoming Sunday. On Saturday
evenings, after Great Vespers, 1 offer
a reflection on Orthodox Christianity
through the lens of the Sunday Gospel
and Epistle readings. Beginning
Monday, January 13, 2020, I will
begin a weekly Bible study, “Sunday
Scripture with Father Jonathan,”
offering a meatier engagement with
the Gospel and Epistle readings for the
following Sunday. This will give you
the opportunity to read and reflect on
these passages throughout the week.

These are just some ways that you
can start a daily practice of engaging
with the Scripture. Perhaps as the new
year approaches, and you think about a
resolution, reading the Bible regularly
can be something you consider.

In Christ,
Fr. Jonathan

Hosanna Bookstore

for great gifts for weddings, showers,
and baptisms
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STEWARDSHIP 2019

AS OF 12/30/19

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT

by Dino M. Pappas

YTD STEWARDSHIP GIVING LEVELS

I'hope and pray

this letter finds all
well and in good
spirits. It has been
several months
since I wrote my
last article. Other
commitments
in my life have,
and continue to,

require more of

Giving Range # of Families % of Total

$0 to $249 442 44.3%
$250 to $499 165 16.5%
$500 to $999 190 19.0%
$1,000 to $2,499 168 16.8%
$2,500 to $4,999 24 2.4%
Greater than $5,000 9 0.9%
Total families on mailing list 998 100%
# of Financial Givers YTD 763 76%
YTD FINANCIALS Amount

Stewardship 2019 $601,750

Other Giving(candles, memorials, etc.) $195,427

Minus : Operating Expenses -$1,081,442

NET DEFICIT -$284,265

WAYS TO GIVE:

¢ On-line Bill Pay - your bank can set up free one-time, weekly, or monthly
recurring payments. This has no fees for the Church either.

e Church Website - select the "Give Now" button on htgo.org and follow
the prompts to set up payments whether one-time or monthly.

e Credit Card - come by or call the Church office with your credit card
information and they can do a one-time charge

my attention and
time. For this reason, after three terms
and 9 years, I chose not to seek re-
election. This will be my final article
as Parish Council President.

During my time on the Parish Council,
I have seen our community from a
new perspective. While serving this
community, | have grown personally
and spiritually. Even though I was born
and lived most of my life in Charlotte,
there were many parishioners that I
had never interacted with. The greatest
blessing I have received while serving
was really getting to know the people
of Holy Trinity. Through working with
and getting to really know you all, I
realized some consistent traits: The
love for Holy Trinity; the sense of one

family, and the sense of ownership in
our Church. We all love Holy Trinity
and we give much of our free time to
her. As we give more of ourselves to
Holy Trinity, it builds on all three of
these traits. This realization changed my
perspective and my approach. I listened
more and [ was able to become a conduit
for those things I heard. In a way I led
the parishioners of Holy Trinity by
allowing them to guide me.

Going forward, as the Charlotte
metro area grows, so will Holy Trinity.
It is our responsibility to make our
Church an inviting home for all the new
locals of Charlotte. I am excited for the
future of our community and will follow
our new Parish Council leadership. Fr.
Vasileios along with Fr. Jonathan and
Fr. Christian, will continue to inspire
and motivate our ministries. I ask you to
help them, follow them and, trust them.

Thank you for the opportunity to be
your Parish Council President and serve
Holy Trinity.

I wish you a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Dino

e In Church - use the WHITE envelopes provided in Narthex. Please write
your full name if leaving cash. If giving check, please make out to Holy Trinity
but write "stewardship" or "memorial” or "candles”, etc. on the bottom left line
on check so we'll know what it is for.

You will truly be surprised at how much you can give when you
give on a regular basis.

PLEASE return the "pre-filled" pledge forms that were sent to you in
December. This allows us to keep our records updated. If you need
another copy, please call the office or visit the Stewardship table at the
Sunday coffee hours in January. We need 100% participation!

(704) 844-1004

HOURS:

Tuesday - Thursday 11:00 am - 9:00 pm
Friday - Saturday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm
*Closed Sunday & Monday

11450 E. INDEPENDENCE BLVD.

MATTHEWS, NC

copycatprinting

print « copy « design

¢ Design & Layout

¢ High Speed Copying
e Carbonless Forms

e Stationary

® Brochures

e Newsletters

(704) 529-6606

Diane Solomon Gilbert

4612-B South Blvd.
Charlotte, NC 28209
fax (704) 529-6616
info@copycatsouth.com
www.copycatsouth.com
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2019 PARISH ELECTIONS

By The Voice Staff

On Sunday, December 8, 2019, Holy
Trinity held its Parish Elections. Voters
were electing candidates to fill five
Parish Council and two Foundation
seats. The five Parish Council members
whose terms ended in 2019 were
Drew Dudley, Elias Elia, Dino M.
Pappas, Anna Pitsikoulis, and Roula
Skenteris. Three of the five chose
to run for another three year term
(Dudley, Elias, Skenteris). The ballot
included two additional candidates:
Vaki Karampourniotis and Lucy
Pappadakes. With five candidates for
five open seats, all were assured to be
elected (see below for results).

Spiro Galanis and Lucy Pappadakes
completed their five year terms on the
Foundation this year. Three candidates
were nominated to fill the two open
seats. Those candidates were Dr.
George Andrinopoulos, Nick Kantsios,
and George Zogzas (editor of The
Voice).

The real news of this year’s election
was the introduction of electronic
voting (E-voting). For the first time,
Holy Trinity’s voters could vote by
computer. Elections Committee chair
Leonidas Kyriazis provides a deeper
explanation of this new process in the
article nearby.

Results from the elections are in the
tables below. Winners name in bold.

E-Voting at Holy Trinity by Leonidas Kyriazis, Chairman of the Election Committee

This year the Holy Trinity Parish
Council decided to employ electronic
voting (E-voting). As an idea, E-voting
can be done through a computer, tablet
or smart-phone. It simplifies the process
and may increase voting participation.
The integrity and voting privacy
are guaranteed by the technology
and the privacy policy of the service
provider (Election Runner in our case).
According to the service provider,
E-voting is used by University Student
Associations, professional Unions,
Home Owners Associations, and
Religious Organizations.

First, I would like to describe the
process:

First Year of Application: E- Voting
in Church & paper absentee ballots

December 8, 2019: Elections
Committee chair Leo Kyriazis monitors
the E-voting during this year’s annual
Parish elections.

Parish Council wisely decided to start
with partial voting so the parishioners
can get acquainted with the method and
understand the principles of E-voting. In
2019 the voters showed up in the voting
room as usual. They were checked in by
the Elections Committee members and
their eligibility to vote was verified. The

eligible were given a card containing the
web site address where they can vote,
using the Voter ID and Voter Key. They
voted on computers that had been set up
in the voting room.

The absentee votes were collected
and evaluated for their eligibility as
usual and they were added in the
computer after the voting had finished.
The computer summed all the votes and
calculated the results.

This year (2019) the data for our
community at the time of the voting
included:

Registered Voters: 1651

Eligible to Vote: 1250

Voted: 175

The 175 ballots were voted:
electronically: 151
by paper ballot: 18
absentee: 6

Full E-voting deployment

In the full deployment, voters would
cast their ballot electronically using the
Voter ID and Voter Key. All eligible
voters with a valid email address on file
with the Cathedral office will receive
an email that contains a button labeled
Click Here To Vote. When they click
on the button, they will be connected to
the voting site and the ballot will show
up. They will vote the same way as they
did in the Voting Room but this will
be happening on their computer, tablet
or phone. Therefore, there will be no
absentee ballots as each one will be able
to vote in his own place.

Anyone who feels uncomfortable
using this procedure is welcomed to
come to the Voting Room and the
Election Committee will help them vote
as she/he feels more comfortable.

A SWOT analysis reveals several
advantages and disadvantages of
E-voting.

STRENGTHS
»  Easier for the parishioners to express
their preference due to the simplicity
to cast the vote.

e Can do it from everywhere. No
absentee ballots are needed.

* Fast and easy to vote. No waiting
in the lines.

* Fast and easy to count.
* Legitimacy and integrity of the
voting process is maintained by

the software. No doubtful votes, no
double voting, full eligibility check.

» Extended voting time without extra
effort and cost through extended
election committee members.

* New generation feels more
comfortable with this procedure
and more engaged.

WEAKNESSES

* Changes in the voting procedure
need to be absorbed by the voters.

*  Older generations find difficult to
use new technology.

* Needs good preparation to avoid
errors.

OPPORTUNITIES

*  Only 15% of the eligible voters
or 12% of the register voters cast
their ballot today. There is an
opportunity to involve the people
due to participation increase.

THREATS

e Older generation feels alienated
and stops participating. Multiple
options must be available the first
years of application so nobody feels
excluded.

PARISH COUNCIL
Roula Skenteris 161
Vaki Karampourniotis 158
Lucy Pappadakes 156
Elias Elia 140
Drew Dudley 134

CATHEDRAL FOUNDATION
George Zogzas 139
George Andrinopoulos 103
Nick Katnsios 78

Meet the New Members

The Parish Council race includes
two first time servers. The Voice asked
them to answer a few questions. Their
edited responses follow:

Vaki Karampourniotis

Vaki was born
and raised in
Charlotte.
He grew up
attending Holy
Trinity and
where he met
his wife Dia.
They have two
boys, Kyriakos
(14) & Stavros
(11).

The Voice: What made you accept
the challenge of serving on the Parish
Council?

Vaki K I feel like you have to be the
change you want to see.

TV: What areas do you want to focus on
during your term?

VK: My main area of focus is the Youth.
They are the future of our community
and want them to have wonderful
memories that draw them back as they
start their families.

TV: What challenges and opportunities
do you see?

VK: I would like to see a youth center
built for our children to have as their
own place to grow their relationship
with God, while growing their bonds
with their friends.

TV: What would you like to see the
community do to support your efforts?

VK: I would like to see a design that the
community can get behind and support.

Lucy Pappadakes

TV:What made
you accept the
challenge of
serving on the
Parish Council?

LP:Over the
years, [’ve
participated

in numerous
organizations
and ministries
of the Church
but never seriously considered serving
on the Parish Council. Lately, I’ve felt
this has caused me to be somewhat
oblivious (clueless, actually) to the
challenges our community faces on a
daily basis. I decided it was time for
me to learn more about the functioning
of our parish and, hopefully, assist

in any way I can as we continue to
move forward and grow in the years to
come.

TV: What areas do you want to focus on
during your term?

LP: It will take me a little while to
figure out what areas are suitable for
me but I believe Stewardship might be
a good place to start. Also, I’d like to
have some involvement in the initial
planning for our 100th anniversary!

TV: What challenges and opportunities
do you see?

LP: The challenges are, unfortunately,
the same as those faced by other
parishes across the country - keeping
people engaged in the life of the
Church and supportive of Her
ministries established for the good of
the community. The opportunities lie
in overcoming these challenges, in
cultivating a welcoming, spiritually-
uplifting atmosphere, one that “feeds”
people and keeps them coming back
for more (bringing their friends with
them!).

TV: What would you like to see the
community do to support your efforts?

LP: I would like them to be gentle with
me. I’'m new at this!!
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COMMUNITY PROFILES: Kahlil Kardous and Marie-Claire Marroum Kardous

by Paul Kardous, special to The Voice

halil (Kal) was born to Elie & Chahira Kardous

in 1942 in Damascus, Syria the eldest of four
children. Growing up, Kal had longed to come to the
U.S. to study, and when it was time, his father gave his
consent for Kal to enroll at the University of Wisconsin,
UW-Platteville.

During his time there he worked as a busboy for
special events on campus.

After school, and quite by accident, he got a job
selling OCE photocopiers in Chicago. He went door-
to-door carrying one of those early model portable
machines. He was good at selling, and soon made a
good living, but he dreamt of owning his own company.

After researching several cities that had the right
economic climate to start a business, Kal moved
to Charlotte in 1971. A few years after moving to
Charlotte, he met Marie-Claire Marroum.

Marie-Claire was born in 1940 to European parents
Fritz and Pauline Marroum in Jerusalem, and grew
up in Beirut, Lebanon where she attended St Joseph
University, and American University of Beirut. She
moved to Charlotte to do her Pathology Residency at
what is now Carolinas Medical Center in 1973. Prior to
her moving to New York to do a fellowship at Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, Marie-Claire and Kal
were engaged, and later married at Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Cathedral in Charlotte in 1975.

Kal formed a partnership to run White Business
Machines, an independent dealership for office
equipment, for 15 years. In 1986, Kal and his partner
sold WBM and Kal stayed on to run the business. The
new owners began taking the business in a different
direction.

Kal eventually left and in 1988, he founded Charlotte
Copy Data. In the early years of Charlotte Copy Data,
Kardous was encouraged by a radio sales rep to voice
his own radio commercials and play off his accent. He
teamed with a local producer who wove storytelling
and humor into the spots, some of which produced
advertising awards and fan mail.

Throughout its 20-year history, Charlotte Copy

Data sustained a remarkable rate of growth that
was recognized repeatedly by the industry and local
press. It was the largest independent dealer of office
equipment in the region. He is instantly recognized for
his trademark accent, which he leveraged for 20 years
as a spokesperson for his successful office equipment
company. His slogan made famous on Charlotte radio
was, “Our Accent is on Quality.” Kal enjoyed an
amazing run as a visible, successful business owner
before selling the operation to Sharp Business Systems
in 2008.

Marie-Claire was a Surgical Pathologist with
Carolinas Pathology Group for 35 years and was
a regionally renowned specialist in Gynecologic
Oncology and Bone and Soft Tissue Tumors. She
served as the president of her group for many years,
one of the first women in the Carolinas to serve in that
role. She was involved in research and teaching and
served as an Assistant Professor at the UNC School of
Medicine helping to train the many residents who did
their rotation at Carolinas Medical Center, as well as
on the team that helped perform one of the first heart
transplants in the Carolinas. She retired in 2008 and
currently serves on the Board of Directors of the World
Affairs Council of Charlotte.

Kal’s contribution to the Greater Charlotte
Community is well-known. He was an advocate for
the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce, sponsoring
membership drives and other programs. He was a
long-term underwriter of National Public Radio and
Television. Kal provided tremendous support to the
International House in Charlotte. He held regular blood
drives for the Community Blood Bank of the Carolinas
at Charlotte Copy Data.

Each year the staff adopted a Make-A-Wish Child
and Kal matched the employee contributions. Carolinas
HealthCare System named its 5K Race “Kal’s Cupids”
in honor of his contribution.

Both Kal & Marie-Claire are long time Patrons
of Opera Carolina, Discovery Place, and The Mint
Museum of Art.

Today Kal is an investor and an advocate for the
entrepreneurial spirit, and serves on the Board of

Directors of the Central Piedmont Community College
Foundation Charlotte, North Carolina.

He has always been active in the Orthodox Church
where ever he lived. When there was not an Antiochian
Church to attend, he attended the closest Greek
Orthodox Church. Since moving to Charlotte he has
been active at Holy Trinity including being a member
of the choir since his arrival.

He serves as President of Order of AHEPA Marathon
Chapter No 2.

Kal & Marie-Claire have a son Paul born in 1979,
who is an architect in Charlotte.

True to his Syrian and Orthodox heritage he supports
in time & treasure the Antiochian Patriarchate &
Archdiocese and serves on the Board of Trustees of
The Antiochian Orthodox Church in North America.

Pictured, I-r: Paul, Marie-Claire, and Kal
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SUNDAY SCHOOL by Elizabeth Raby

What a wonderful and busy year we have had so far in the Sunday School
program! Our children and teachers are settling in now and are discussing many
important topics. Here are a few examples of the lessons being taught in our
classrooms.

. . .Dimitrios Nickols and Stephanie Whitley are teaching our fifth graders.
This year they are discussing the many important figures in the Old Testament
of the Bible. The students have already learned about Abraham, Jacob, Esau,
Joseph, and are now starting to learn about Moses in Egypt. The students have
completed some projects on the Ark of the Covenant and are learning about
iconography in the Orthodox Church. The children are also working together
to learn and memorize the Nicene Creed before the Sunday School year ends.
The spring will contain several additional projects, as the students are learning
about the Great Lent.

.. .Rena Koufaliotis and Georgette Boukidis are teaching an in-depth, ongoing
lesson on the Ten Commandments and how those apply in the students’ teenage
lives, especially as they prepare to enter high school next year. The students are
now working on creating their own icons, while learning about the symbolism
of Byzantine iconography. They have selected icons they would like to replicate
and have begun tracing their selections onto canvas boards. After the New Year,
they will discuss what each color represents in an icon and will begin painting.

... Under the instruction of Deacon George Politis, our tenth graders are learning
about an array of topics. One focus is on contemporary moral issues facing
teenagers today, which are examined from an Orthodox Christian perspective.
Topics include ways to help teenagers deal with issues such as peer pressure,
temptations, and other real world teenage problems. The students are also
discussing weekly Gospel readings and how to apply the scripture into their
daily lives. Each Sunday, they memorize a verse from the scripture and discuss
its meaning. Deacon George and the class also spend time talking about the
Bible, who wrote the Bible, when it was written, how to read the Bible and how
to apply the Bible into their lives. Additionally, they are examining the many
facets of our rich faith; its symbols, the main teachings of the Orthodox Church
(contrasted with those of other denominations), The Divine Liturgy, The Nicene
Creed, the lives of the Saints, major feast days, fasting, and prayers.

On Sunday, December 15 we held our annual Christmas Pageant and it was a
great success. Thank you so much to Yannoula Kakouras for her dedication and
for all of her hard work with our children. The Sunday School hosted a festive
luncheon just after, complete with a wonderful Nutcracker ballet performance by
many of our students. A big thank you also to all who volunteered and donated
to this event. A gingerbread house contest was held there, with several amazing
entries. Our first place winner was a submission by Nikki and Ellie Mitrou
and Zoe Rodriguez — congratulations! We also offer our congratulations to our
second place winner, Katherine Watson, and our third place entry by Evangelia
Kakouras and Sophia Christodoulias.

As 2019 comes to a close, we want to thank all of our wonderful Sunday
School teachers, volunteers and parents for their collective dedication to our
children’s spiritual growth. None of this would be possible without your love
and support. We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and
look forward to what’s to come in 2020.

The mission of the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral Sunday School is
to provide our youth with a Christ-centered education in our Orthodox Faith and
to cultivate a community through Worship, Fellowship, Service and Witness. We
are continually looking for volunteers and teachers to help support this mission.
If you are interested please contact us at htgosundayschool@gmail.com.
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PHILOPTOCHOS by Pam Bostian

FROM THE CHOIR LOFT by Olga Yamalis

Our Chapter has been active in
philanthropic work over the holiday
season. Members donated uniforms
to in need Marie G. Davis Middle
School students, visited the elderly
shut-in parishioners and served
refreshments at the Holy Trinity
and Dilworth Area Community
Tree Lighting. The Chapter made
donations totaling $8,000.00 to 16
local civic charities in December!

Members volunteered preparing
and baking pastries for the annual
Holiday Bake sale. A special thank
you to all volunteers for a successful
2019 Holiday Bake sale!

Our annual Christmas Dinner was
held at Jimmie’s Restaurant (Mint
Hill) on the evening of December 4th.
Gift cards were collected for donation
to those in need. Fun and fellowship
was enjoyed by all! (Nearby pictures
are from the Christmas Dinner)

Our annual Vasilopita fundraiser
will be held on January 5th and 6th.
Donation trays will be passed around

during the Divine Liturgies; offerings collected will be donated to St. Basil’s
Academy. The Vasilopita cutting will be held on January 6th after the Divine

Liturgy.

Save the Date! Our New Membership Drive will be held at the Nordstrom Cafe
(SouthPark Mall) on Tuesday, February 11th @ 6:00pm. If you’re not a member,

December 4, 2019: Chapter President
Diane Ramsey and Father Vasileios at
the annual Christmas Dinner

we hope you’ll consider joining. You can make a difference!

Wishing everyone a joyful Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous

New Year!

Our HTC Choir has certainly had
a busy November and December
schedule. The busy festive season began
in early November when choir director,
Lucy Pappadakes and organist, Irina
Monzolevskaya were Guest Director
and Guest Organist at the Metropolis
of Boston Federation (MBFGOCM)
Conference held at the Dormition of the
Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church in

Ramsay. Musicians included Irina
Monzolevskaya on organ, Dr. Philip
Thevaos on bongo hand drum and sleigh
bells, Dina Clonaris on violin, and
Olga Yamalis on flute. Congregational
singing included “The First Noel”,
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” and
“O Come All Ye Faithfull”. It was
an elegant and festive concert which
celebrated each of our denominations

November 1-3, 2019: Lucy Pappadakes,, at left, conducting the choir at rehearsal,
accompanied by organist Irina Monzolevskaya, right, at the MBFGOCM.

Somerville, MA November 1 through 3.
The English/Greek Liturgy of Nicholas
Roubanis was beautifully chanted by
a group of about 40 choir members.
On the evening of the Grand Banquet,
Lucy and Irina surprised the attendees
by performing a few pieces including
“Hartino to Feggaraki” and “Gorgona”.
The crowd was certainly entertained by
their talents and joined in the sing-along.
Congratulations to both Lucy and Irina
for being selected to lead this event in
the Boston Metropolis and for making
our parish proud!

On Sunday, December 8 at 5pm, our
choir’s vision finally became a reality.
We hosted our first annual “A Dilworth
Christmas”. This Christmas concert
featured three choirs from the Dilworth
community: The Cathedral of St.
Patrick, First Christian Church and Holy
Trinity. The concert included readers,
musicians, congregational singing,
tree lighting and a beautiful reception.
Soprano soloist Joanna Dendrolivanos
was featured at the start of the concert
with “O Come Emmanuel” and “I
Wonder as I Wander”. The Kontakion
of Christmas was beautifully chanted
by our Byzantine Chanters lead by
Dimitri Petropoulos. Holy Trinity
readers included Father Vasileios,
Father Jonathan, Lucy Pappadakes,
and Philoptochos President Diane

uniqueness and brought unity to us all.
A big thank you to Concert Conductor
Dr. Philip Thevaos and Concert Organist
Irina Monzolevskaya. This joyful
event filled our hearts with sounds
of the season. We hope and pray this
concert will be an on-going event in our
community for years to come.

On Thursday, December 19 at 6pm,
the choir sang at the Forever Young
group’s annual holiday party. The 10
choir members that participated were
Dot Delano, Patricia Economides,
Olga Kleto, Cecelia Kotsipias, Nick
Mermigas, Irina Monzolevskaya,
Lucy Pappadakes, Niki Vastis, Pauline
Velonis, and Olga Yamalis. Several
Greek holiday carols were sung such
as the Icarion, Kerkyra, and Traditional
Kalanda. Classic Christmas songs such
as “Dreaming of a White Christmas”,
“Joy to the World”, “Away In a Manger”,
and “Silent Night” were also performed.
The evening included two beautifully
done solos: “O Holy Night” by Cecelia
Kotsipias and “Ave Maria (Greek
version)” by Lucy Pappadakes. Thank
you to Forever Young for welcoming
the choir on this cheerful holiday event.

The Holy Trinity Church Musicians
wish the entire community a very Merry
Christmas and a happy and healthy New
Year!

November 10, 2019: Our community’s Veeterans are recognized after the Divine
Liturgy. Photo courtesy of Georgia Andrews.

December 19, 2019: Members of the choir performing at the Forever Young dinner.
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AROUND CHARLOTTETOWN by Kathy Xyrafakis

STEWARDSHIP CORNER by Nick and Carmen Kallelis

Judd - Drosinis

Donna Jean Judd and Demetrios
Pavlos Drosinis were married on
October 16, 2019. The bride is the
daughter of John LeRoy Judd and
Marcia Dawn Byrd. The groom is the
son of Pavlos and Aliki Drosinis. The
ceremony took place at Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Cathedral and was
followed by a reception at South Main
Kitchen and Tavern in Mt. Holly, NC.
The couple took a mini-weekend
honeymoon to Asheville with plans
for a honeymoon to Australia in the
near future. The couple resides in
Charlotte.

Liapis-Karadimas

Katie Liapis and Tommy Karadimas
were married on Saturday December
7,2019. Katie is the daughter of Mary
and George Liapis. Tommy is the son
of Terri and Spiro Karadimas. The
wedding took place at Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Cathedral and was
followed by a reception in Father
“C” Hall. The couple have planned
a honeymoon trip to Hawaii after
the holiday season and will reside in
Gaithersburg, Maryland.

Archangel Michael Award

November 9, 2019: In Atlanta, GA, Holy Trinity Parishioners Stacie Peroulas
and Chrysoula Xyrafakis were recognized as recipients of this year’s Archangel
Michael Awards. Pictured above (I-r) His Grace Bishop Sevastianos, Chrysoula,
and His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios. Not pictured: Stacie Peroulas.

The Awards are presented annually to deserving individuals who are ““faithful
co-workers in our Lord’s Holy Vineyard, who selflessly and generously offer their
time, talent, energy, skills and resources to the Glory of God, and in His Holy
Name, to transform our hopes and dreams for the Holy Metropolis of Atlanta into
glorious reality.”

We are your
cleaning solution!

MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING

When we are MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING we are doing all we can to
fulfill the vision of Holy Trinity.

The By-Laws of this Cathedral specify a member must be 18 years old and
in good standing. Our By-Laws read: “Parishioners are to apply the tenets of
the Orthodox Faith to his or her life and activities, to seek personal spiritual
growth, to attend the Divine, the religious, moral, and social duties of Liturgy
and other services of worship faithfully on Sundays and holy days, to keep the
rules and fasts of the Orthodox traditions, to receive frequently the sacraments
of Penance and Holy Communion, to train and teach the youth according to
the faith and spirit of Orthodoxy, to respect the clergy, ecclesiastical authority
and all governing bodies of the church, to be obedient in matters of faith and
ecclesiastical order, and to cooperate in every way towards the welfare and the
prosperity of the Parish and the success of its sacred mission.” This includes
the annual submission of a Stewardship form.

To be a member of a ministry you must be a MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING.
Ministry Chairs should make certain ALL those involved in their ministry are also
MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING.

Parents of children involved in a church sponsored activity must be a MEMBER
IN GOOD STANDING.

You must be a MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING to vote.

Every organization needs to have accurate administrative records in order to
properly communicate with their members and operate in an efficient manner. Our
administrative records are not maintained properly. Even though our stewardship
forms are preprinted and sent out for verification only about 25% are returned.
Examples of this deficiency is the fact that our mailings have returns due to
insufficient information on addresses and the improper telephone numbers cause
our Clergy and staff to waste time trying to locate families.

We have 1,000 families on our mailing list. Since stewardship forms are not
filled out we have no record of the number of parishioners who belong to Holy
Trinity. Furthermore when our Budget Committee prepares our budget there is
little information on our projected income. It is recognized that many families
cannot commit to a financial obligation at the beginning of the year. In these
cases it is recommended that the financial section list TBD (to be determined) be
written. If everyone cooperated in this manner the administrative records would
be updated. Furthermore the financial data received would greatly assist the Parish
Council in their planning.

We all need to recognize that our church community continues to grow. Even
with normal attrition Holy Trinity has increased by 60 families since 2014. Let’s
set a goal of every family submitting a stewardship form in 2020. We ask you to
fully cooperate in filling out and returning our stewardship information in order
to operate effectively and efficiently.

VOTED BEST GREEK ED BEEST G‘{r C

ELEVATE LIFESTYLE- “CREATIV

S VOTED BEOST RESTAURANT

ODIE GUIDE-

[ GYROS | SALADS | BURGERS | SUBS |

CONTACT US TO CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT!

710-G WEST TRADE ST | 901 EAST 4TH ST
TWO UPTOWN LOCATIONS

A ROW!
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In Memoriam

Jesus saidto her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live. And
whoever lives and believes in Me shall
never die.” John 11:25

Koula Polites Kanos (1920 - 2019)

Mrs. Kanos, 98, of Charlotte,
peacefully passed away in her home on
Thursday morning, December 5, 2019.
She was surrounded in her final days by
all of her loving family. She was born
December 24, 1920 in the village of
Agia Vlaherna, Greece, the daughter
of Alexander and Maria (Siafaka)
Polites. She is survived by her two
daughters and sons-in-law, Loula and
Paul Katopodis, and Mary and Andy
Koutsokalis. Also surviving her is
her brother, John Polites of Charlotte.
She was blessed and loved by five
grandchildren: Jimmy Katopodis and
wife Sandy, Kiki Ballas and husband
Nickolas, Tammy Katopodis, Dean
Koutsokalis and Tommy Koutsokalis.
She also was blessed with eight
Great-Grandchildren, Paul Katopodis,
Angelika Ballas, Jaimee Ballas, Sydney
Ballas, Andi Koutsokalis, Conner
Koutsokalis, Jordan Meggs (husband,
Daniel) and Kristi Miller along with
many nephews and nieces. She was
predeceased by her loving and faithful
husband of 62 years, Tom S. Kanos

and her sister, Lillian Hamberis and
three brothers, Christos, Evvangelos
and Dionysios.

Koula came to the United States
in August of 1956 with her husband,
Tom and two daughters. They owned
and operated the Greystone Restaurant
from 1960 until 2001. She was also
employed by Lance, Inc in their
packaging department. Koula was a
devoted Greek Orthodox Christian
and a member of Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Cathedral for over 60 years.
She assisted in all areas from the
Philoptochos, to community events to
the annual Greek Festival and Panagia
Prousiotissa. She was always giving
a helping hand to her church and a
second mother to her community
friends and to her organization of roots,
Agia Vlaherna Association.

Pallbearers serving in honor of
Koula P. Kanos are Jimmy Katopodis,
Paul Katopodis, Dean Koutsokalis,
Tommy Koutsokalis, Nickolas Ballas,
Alec Polites, John Kleto and Greg
Ward. The Family would like to
especially thank Koula’s caregiver,
Takoya Fung for her dedication and
never-ending devotion. They also
thank the Hospice & Palliative Care
Charlotte Region for their assistance
and constant support.

Visitation was at 11:30 AM on
Tuesday, December 10, 2019 at Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral
at 600 East Blvd, Charlotte, NC.
Following at Noon (12 PM) was
the Trisagion and Funeral Service.
Interment was at Evergreen Cemetery.
Officiating were Rev. Father Vasileios
Tsourlis, Dean and Deacon Fr. George
Politis.

The family has asked that in lieu
of flowers, memorial donations be
made to Panagia Prousiotissa Chapel
or to the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Foundation of Charlotte; 600 East
Boulevard, Charlotte, NC 28203.

Published in The Charlotte Observer
on December 8, 2019.

Xanthy Kalevas (1932 — 2019)

Xanthy Kalevas, 87, of Charlotte,
North Carolina, passed away Friday,
the 6th of December 2019 at Carrington
Place.

She was born on the 13th of
June 1932 in Stenoma, Greece to
Konstantinos Skenteris and Fotini
Skenteris. After leaving Greece, she
moved to Fayetteville, NC in 1971 with
her family and relocated to Charlotte
in 1976.

The Kalevas family greeted friends
from 11:30 AM until 12:30 PM,
Wednesday, the 11th of December
2019 at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Cathedral. The Funeral Service was
held at 12:30 PM in the Cathedral.
Burial followed in Evergreen Cemetery.

Xanthy is survived by her beloved
husband of 62 years, Loukas Kalevas:
her two children: Athanasia and her
husband, The Reverend loannis;
her son, Spero Kalevas and wife,
Lamprini; her four sisters: Angela,
Georgia, Yiannoula and Kleo and
two brothers: George and Peter; her
grandchildren: Chrisathy Karanikas,
Christos Karanikas, Loukas Karanikas,
three great-grandchildren: loannis
Karanikas, Athanasia and Fotis
Karanikas.

This notice appeared online on
December 6, 2019 at tributes.com/
obituary courtesy of Ellington Funeral
services.com

Arthur M. Lage (1929 - 2019)

Arthur M Lage passed away on
the 12th of December, 2019, at the
age of 90. He grew up in Brooklyn,
NY and spent all but his last several
years living and working in New York
and Connecticut. Late in his life, he
relocated to Charlotte, NC.

Arthur was accepted into med school
after college but decided to pursue

another vocational path. That was the
food service industry.

He was preceded in death by his
parents Milton and Martha Lagakos,
brothers George and Dean and sisters
Tina, Patricia, and Dorothea. He is
survived by ten nieces and nephews

The Funeral Service was held
at 11:00 AM, Tuesday, the 17th of
December 2019 at Saint Nektarios
Greek Orthodox Church. Burial
followed in Evergreen Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to either St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church in Newburgh, NY; or
St. Nektarios Greek Orthodox Church
(Missions Ministry), Charlotte, NC; or
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Philoptochos Society, Charlotte, NC.
This notice appeared online at
ellingtonfuneralservices.com/arthur-
lage/

Condolences

Our condolences to Georgia and Pete
Kastanas on the passing of Georgia’s
father Mr. Konstantinos Vasilios
Demopoulos of Winston Salem.
He was 77. His funeral was held on
November 14, 2019.

Our condolences to Demetra
and John Tassios on the passing
of Demetra’s father Mr. Sotirios
Konstantinos Mantekas of Charlotte
on November 27, 2019. His funeral
was on December 2, 2019.

Our condolences to Angelina
and John Korinis on the passing
of Angelina’s mother Mrs. Irini
Gaitanidi on December 12,2019. Her
funeral was December 16,2019 on the
island of Kefalonia, Greece.
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DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE by Sharon Koutroumpis

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY by Melissa Alatsis

Daughters of Penelope Queen of
Hearts High Tea, Fashion Show To
Benefit The Dove’s Nest at Charlotte
Rescue Mission

The Venus Chapter of the Daughters
of Penelope will hold its 24th annual
Queen of Hearts High Tea and
celebration of fashion on Saturday,
February 15, 2020, to benefit The
Dove’s Nest. The event will take place
from 2 — 5 p.m. at Carmel Country Club,
4735 Carmel Road, Charlotte, NC.

As guests are sipping tea and enjoying
a menu of sandwiches, hors d’oeuvres,
and pastries, LUIS MACHICAO, AN
AWARD WINNING DESIGNER, will
present his fashions. These fashions
will include casual and dressy wear for
adult women. In addition, there will
be many door prizes given out, as well
as raffle prizes including paintings,
accessories for the home, and a fur
piece.

During this event we will have a
guest speaker from The Dove’s Nest
and a special prize for the most stylish
hat worn to the event.

Tickets are $50. Tables of ten (10)
are also available at $500. In addition,
$40-contributions may be made to the
chapter’s Outreach Champion program,
which will count its donors among
supporters in the fight to assist women
and children transform their lives.
Each Champion’s name or business
will be included in the program given
to all attendees along with Corporate
Champions whose contributions range
from $100-$499 (Silver) to $500-$999
(Gold) to $1,000 and up (Platinum). To
purchase tickets, become a Corporate
or Outreach Champion, or for more
information, call Dianne Leventis at
704-366-8284 or dalchar1965@gmail.
com.

BLESSING OF ANIMALS AND THEIR OWNERS

The Young Adult Ministry of HTGOC
has enjoyed a fun Fall, including a
weekly book study on The Names of
Jesus, by Fr. Thomas Hopko, some
friendly competition at Top Golf, trivia
night at Caswell Station, Thanksgiving
Glendi, and a Christmas party complete
with a “white elephant” gift exchange
and an “ugly Christmas sweater”
competition (see photos). YAM is
also thrilled to share that on behalf
of our members, charitable donations
were made to the Charlotte Boys and
Girls Club and the Humane Society of
Charlotte. Please share with Fr. Jonathan
any new and fun ideas.

In the New Year, YAM is looking
forward to some more fun and fellowship
- mark your calendars today!

YAM on Thursdays @ 7pm:
* January 16 —Queen Park Social
* February 20 —Bowling at Park Lanes

*(Sunday) March 1 —Greek day with the
Charlotte Hornets @ 1pm

* March 19 —Game night, Pour Taproom
* April 11-Saturday of Lazarus luncheon
* April 23 — Amelie’s at Park Rd.

* May 21— Summer Kick-Off Cookout!

Additional Fellowship Opportunities:
» Saturday Evening Vespers with

a discussion on Orthodox Theology,
Spirituality, History, and Practice (In
the Chapel, 6-7:30 pm)

* “Orthodox 101: The Basics and
Beyond” — An opportunity for inquirers
and Orthodox faithful to learn more
about the Orthodox Faith. (In the
Library on Sunday morning, following
the weekly English Divine Liturgy,
9:45-10:30 am)

* Bible Study, “Sunday Scripture with
Father Jonathan” — An opportunity to
connect with God through the readings
that we hear each week. Father Jonathan
will lead the participants in a discussion
on the upcoming Sunday’s Gospel &
Epistle reading. (Monday evenings,
6-7 pm)

* Couples Ministry Meeting —
Monthly we will invite couples from
our community to gather for an evening
of fellowship and discussion. First
meeting: Sunday, January 5th, 2020,
5-7 pm at the home of Billy and Sarah
Vastis.

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
for regular updates!

FB: Young Adult Ministry (YAM) -
Holy Trinity Cathedral, Charlotte

IG: holytrinityyam

December 22, 2019: In a first of its kind for Holy Trinity, pets and their owners were
encouraged to join other parishioners and Father Jonathan for a special service
on Sunday afternoon at Hellenic Park. Father led the attendees in a blessing of the
animals and their owners. It is a visible reminder that God created not just man,
but all creatures on the Earth. Photos courtesy of Angelo Pete Politis.

» Compassionate hearts providing quality service at a
sensible price

* Specialists in shipping and receiving loved ones

* Traditional funeral arrangements made with the care and
certainty that the service selected properly memorializes
your loved one

* Pre-arrangement planning and
transfer of existing pre-arrangements

MaKe the HeritageChoice

Charlotte/Ballantyne Indian Trail
16151 Lancaster Huwy. 4431 Old Monroe Road
Charlotte, NC 28277 Indian Trail, NC 28079

704-714-1540

Weddington/Matthews
3700 Forest Lawn Dr.
Matthews, NC 28104

704-846-3771

704-821-2960
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WHO00O0’S IN THE NEWS AT HTGO PRESCHOOL?
by Maria Kleto and Cindy Balatsias

On Sunday, November 3rd, the
preschool held its annual Yiayia’s
Kouzina Fundraising Luncheon which
was a huge success. We appreciate all
the help from our preschool families,
friends, board members and staff that
volunteered their time to help with
the luncheon. Many, many thanks,

“Our Faith with Father”, a monthly
religious lesson with Fr. Christian. We
also had the class Thanksgiving parties
on November 25th and 26th and the
Christmas Party and Pajama Day on
December 18th and 19th. What fun!

We also focused on all that we are

November 3, 2019: The Preschoolers perform at Yiayia’s Kouzina, the preschool’s
annual fundraising luncheon. Photo courtesy of Angelo Pete Politis.

to our head cooks, John and Jimmy
Christodoulias, and all the other people
who helped to prepare the delicious
meal that was enjoyed by everyone.
We also thank our sponsors and donors
for their very generous support, and
the parishioners who attended our
fundraising luncheon. We could not
have done it without the support of
everyone. Last but not least, we want
to recognize our preschool children for
the excellent job they did singing at our
luncheon. They entertained us with
a medley of songs in both Greek and
English and they sounded beautiful.
We are blessed to have such an amazing
group of children and we are very proud
of all of them!!!

In November, we started back with

Advertise your
business in The Voice

Email us at
voice@htqo.orq

Use ADVERTISE in
the subject line.

thankful for and acknowledging God as
the reason for all blessings in our lives.
It was a good time to reinforce good

when someone does something nice for
us. We also talked about being kind to
our friends, and taking turns and sharing
with our friends at preschool.

In December, we turned our focus
to the true meaning of the Christmas
season...the birth of our Savior Jesus
Christ. One of

the things
we enjoyed
this month
was seeing
the preschool
Christmas
tree that was
decorated with
the ornaments
the children
made. We
ended the

month with a
day full of fun
and celebrations...Pajama Day and the
class Christmas parties. It was nice to
celebrate the birth of Jesus all together
before getting out for the holiday break.

This year we have two special
afterschool activities,

Bold Music Junior
at left: Jammers and Soccer
Father Shots, available for
Christian any of our students
talkstothe interested 1in
children participating in them.
in the Junior Jammers is held
latest““Our on Tuesday afternoons
Faith with  throughout the school
Father” year. The children
session. that are participating

in the music program

had a short musical

behavior, using the words “please and
thank you” and showing appreciation

LONG’S MONUMENT COMPANY
3016 N. GRAHAM STREET
CHARLOTTE, N.C. 28206

PHONE:704-376-5740

WEBSITE:longsmonument.com

EMAIL:longs@gauldenmonuments.com

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, & MAUSOLEUMS

SERVING THE GREEK COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS.
WE WORK FOR THOSE WHO LOVE AND REMEMBER

performance on
December 17 for all our students and

Office: 704-333-4961
Email: preschool@htgo.org
Directors: Cindy Balatsias

704-502-3859
Maria Kleto
704-564-5842

families. They did a great job! Soccer
Shots was an 8 week session that was
held on Monday afternoons in October
and November. On the last day Coach
Liz gave the children a certificate and
medal. We are looking to possibly having
a second soccer session in the spring.
The participants in both Junior Jammers
and Soccer Shots have really enjoyed
these programs.

As we welcome in the New Year, our
attention turns to the 2020-2021 school
year. Registration opens in January
and continues into February on the
dates listed below. We will be selling
the World’s Finest Chocolate candy
bars after the Divine Liturgies. For
information about the preschool and
class availability, you can contact one
of the Directors or the Preschool Office
(see contact information above).

2020 - 2021 SCHOOL YEAR
PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION

JAN 15th — Currently Enrolled
Students and Siblings

FEB 1st — Orthodox Members
FEB 15th — Open Registration

On behalf of our entire preschool
staff, we thank our families, preschool
board, priests, Parish Council, and the
Holy Trinity community for its constant,
loving support of our program. We pray
that you have many blessings in 2020.
Happy New Year.
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Néa & Dovéig Tov EAAnvikov Xyoieiov Ayiag Tpradag

Ow MaBntég, ot lepeic, ol Eknatdeutikol, 0 ZUAAoyog Movéwv Ko n AteUBuvon tou EAANviKou ZxoAeiou Ayiag TpLadog
guxovtat og OAoug toug Moveig kat o OAa ta MEAn tng EupUtepng EAAnvoapeptkavikng pag Kowotntog

KaAgg Nnoptég kaw KaAn Xpovia pe Yyeia, Etprivn, Anuioupyia kot Atatodolic  ppotos courtesy of Linda Kakouras

ZTLYULOTUTIAL ATTO TN XOPOUHEVN XPLOTOUYEVVLATLKN YLOPTH TwV pabntwyv tou EAAnVikoU 2xoAeiou tou KaBedpikou Naol Ayiag Tpladog

Making preparations for the
New Year’s Eve Celebration

Neighborhood Lender Inc.
1200 E Morehead Street

Suite 290

Charlotte, NC 28204

Vaki

Karampourniotis
Mortgage Consultant
MLO#1851635 MB#69349

M 704-651-3382
P 704-369-8151
F 704-228-3016

vaki@neighborhoodlender.com
www.neighborhoodlender.com

Committed to building relationships
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I https://www.facebook.com/HolyTrinityGreekOrthodoxCathedralCharlotte

Funeral Service

1321 Berkeley Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28204
704-641-7606 www.KennethPoeServices.com

»

“Dedicated to Serving the Greek Orthodox Community

Ken has served
the community for
more than 30 years
and is now joined
by Andrew, who is
Orthodox.

eW bala
Director
FAMILY OWNED ....We will come to you making planning easier.

o

@holytrinitycharlotte Holy Trinity Cathedral Charlotte I
GET SOCIAL WITH HOLY TRINITY

704-641-9996

Dimitra (Tula) Kourakos
12104 Copper Way Suite 100 | Charlotte, NC 28277

Website: www.homes4Charlotte.com
Email: dkourakos1@gmail.com
Facebook: SellingCharlotteHomes-Dimitra Tula Kourakos




