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Our Vision
With the Grace of God, to provide a loving 

and caring Community where all belong to 
Christ, through worship, sacramental life, 

everyday spiritual discipline, sanctifi cation, 
education, witness and fellowship.

The Passing of Father Tommy vlahos, 1939 - 2020

January 8, 2020: The funeral service for Father Tommy Vlahos. He served Holy Trinity as Associate Priest for more than thirty years. 
The funeral was offi ciated by His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios (center right), many area priests, Father Vasileios, Father Christian, 
and Deacon George (see page 8).

The Archbishops at Holy Trinity

January 28, 2020: His 
Eminence Elpidophoros 
Archbishop of America 
( lef t);  His Eminence 
Alexios Metropolitan of 
Atlanta (center); and His 
Beatitude Chrysostomos 
II, Archbishop of Cyprus 
(right) meet in Charlotte. 
See pages 10-12 for more 
on their historic visit to 
Holy Trinity.
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THE EDITOR’S NOTE by George Zogzas voice@htgo.org

HOLy TRINITy GREEK 
ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

600 East Boulevard
Charlotte, NC 28203

704-334-4771
www.htgo.org

The Voice is the bimonthly 
publication about Holy Trinity, its 
parishioners, their faith, and the 

community

  Welcome back. Two very extraordinary events 
occurred within the Holy Trinity Community in 
January. On the 28th, Holy Trinity and the Orthodox 
community of Charlotte hosted His Beatitude 
Chrysostomos II, Archbishop of Cyprus and His 
Eminence Elpidophoros, Archbishop of America. 
Archbishop Chrysostomos came to Charlotte for 
a medical procedure with a local doctor. He was 
accompanied by a personal physician. See page 10.

On January 3rd, Father Tommy Vlahos died after 
several trips into and out of the hospital recently. 
He celebrated his 80th birthday in November. For 
those of us who have come to this community since 

1982, we have not known Holy Trinity without Father Tommy. He served 
as associate priest, wrote for The Voice, and advised various ministries. His 
was a life of service to others, and with Presvytera Iannoula always at his 
side, he ministered to the community celebrating the happiest moments, and 
consoling during the darkest of times.

My favorite memories are of Father at the chanter’s stand. From there, 
his melodic and sweet voice boomed throughout the Cathedral. Too bad The 
Voice is a print publication and not a social media. I have been listening to 
the recording from the 1988 Southeastern Federation of Greek Orthodox 
Choirs and Musicians Conference held at Holy Trinity. The climax of the 
conference is the choir members participating with the local clergy, Father 
Tommy and Father Phaethon Constantinides (Father “C”), celebrating the 
Divine Liturgy. You can hear Father Tommy’s strong and full voice, fi lled 
with passion but under control. He switches effortlessly between the Greek 
and the English, the chanting never wavering. He will be missed.

Thanks for reading and see you next time.
GZ
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selling your restaurant” 
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Next Issue: MAR/APR 2020 
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Photos should be in large format 
.JPEG attachment (300 dpi min.)

for advertisements is:
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THE vOICE Advertising Rates
Rates are for ads in six issues.

Rates are subject to change
Ad Size B&W Color *
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Ad Size applies to portrait or landscape 
orientation.
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Contact George Andrews at 704.364.7224, 
gandrews2018@gmail.com or send an 

email to voice@htgo.org
Use ADvERTISE in the subject line.

CYBERCRIME HAS BEEN 
INFILTRATING OUR LIVES FOR 
YEARS.
More recently, parishes and 
religious communities around us are 
being targeted by a phishing scam 
where the attacker poses falsely 
as the parish priest and asks the 
recipient for money usually in the 
form of gift cards.

EDUCATE yourself about the danger
yOUR PARISH PRIEST should 
never reach out via personal email to 
request immediate fi nancial assistance. 
Be vigilante and follow these do’s and 
don’ts:.

Learn more at blogs.goarch.org/
internet-ministries or contact 
techsuport.goarch.org
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T h e r e  a r e 
certain verses in 
the Scriptures 
that make you 
c r i n g e  a n d 
really cause you 
to reevaluate 
if you’re even 
r e a d i n g  t h e 
Bible at all. I 
have found a lot 
of these verses 

in the book of Psalms. The verses are 
usually shocking in nature — which 
I kind of like, actually. It shows the 
authors of these poems to be genuine 
and realistic — even if it can at times be 
a little scandalous.

One such verse that I’m sure you’ve 
heard of before comes to us from Psalm 
137:9 and it reads as follows, “Blessed 
shall be the one who takes your infants 
and dashes them against the rock.” 

Shocking, isn’t it? Kind of sounds 
like the author is advocating for the 
murdering of children.

Well, before we dive in, let’s set up 
a guideline for ourselves when reading 
this verse — and really any verse in the 
Scriptures. First, let’s try to understand 
the historical context. Second, let’s see 
how the Church has incorporated this 
text into her life. Third, let’s see how 
the Saints have embraced this verse. 
These three guidelines give us a better 
lens which to view Scripture passages 
in general.

So, historical context. Historical 
events obviously took place in a specific 
time and place. And these historical 
events are tied to a particular context. 
And taking an event outside of its context 
is just a recipe for misunderstanding.

It’s kind of like high school prom. 
If we extract the context from prom, 

then it’s just another party where a 
group of people gather together, eat, 
and dance. But if we understand prom 
in its historical context, then we can 
see it as a coming of age gathering — a 
transitional shift into adulthood because 
of the looming responsibility of college.

Psalm 137 should also be read from 
its historical context. In this Psalm we 
find the Jewish people hurting, they are 
in deep pain and lamenting because they 
have been exiled from their homeland, 
following the Babylonian conquest of 
Jerusalem.

This Psalm embodies the depth of 
those emotions  — and like a people 
displaced from their homes, their 
yearning and cries are uncensored and 
unfiltered. Which is why we can have 
verses that showcase: (1) Grief,  “By the 
rivers of Babylon, there we sat down and 
we wept.” (2) Nostalgia, “We hanged 
our harps upon the willows in the midst 
thereof.” (3) Revenge, “O daughter of 
Babylon, who art to be destroyed.” (4) 
Loathing, “Blessed shall be the one 
who takes your infants and dashes them 
against the rock…” All in the same 
Psalm.

This historical context allows us to 
empathize with the Jewish people. They 
yearn to return back to their homeland 
and their only respite is in the hope that 
God will avenge them… which brings 
us to the Church’s incorporation of this 
Psalm into her life.

In the Christian Orthodox tradition, 
this Psalm is chanted in the morning 
services for the three Sundays leading 
up to Great Lent. By incorporating this 
Psalm during this season, the Church 
reminds the faithful Christians that, 
like the Jewish people, we too are 
living in exile — not in exile of some 
temporal city, but in exile of a kingdom, 
sojourning the earth as foreigners 

because our citizenship is in heaven. 
We commemorate this exile of Adam 
and Eve on the last Sunday before Great 
Lent begins. For such reason the colors 
in our Churches darken, the hymns take 
a repentant tone, and we embrace a 40 
day period of fasting as we prepare for 
Holy Week and the Resurrection — as 
we look to the Gates of Paradise being 
reopened.

This still leaves us with the whole 
dashing infants upon rocks, bit. So what 
does it mean? Well, it has to do with 
negative thoughts. We encounter them 
daily. From the moment we rise from 
sleep, thoughts are constantly oscillating 
in our minds. 

Negative thoughts can be interesting. 
They seem so powerful at times, but we 
know them to be ephemeral, incorporeal, 
like thin air. How could thoughts ever do 
harm? And yet some of us have struggled 
with thoughts for years. The Saints know 
this — they have come to understand 
that the majority of our struggles and 
addictions initially begin with negative 
thoughts.

This is where the interpretation for 
this particular verse comes in. When the 
Psalmist says that “Blessed shall be the 
one who takes your infants and dashes 
them against the rock,” it means that 
blessed is the person that at the outset of 
a negative thought, at the very beginning, 
at the very inkling of a thought that can 
pollute our mind, they are dashed upon 
the rock, which is Jesus Christ, as Psalm 
18:2 says, “The Lord is my rock.” 

Some of our thoughts generate filthy 
desires. Like Christ said in the Scriptures, 
“Out of the heart come evil thoughts 
— these are what defile a person.” 
(Matthew 15:19-20) It is prudent, then, 
to be watchful of our thoughts and to cut 
them off at the start. 

As St. Theodore the Great Ascetic 
wrote; “When assent [approval of the 
thought] persists it stimulates the passion 
[desire] in question.  Then, little by little, 
it leads to the actual committing of the 
sin.  This is why the prophet calls blessed 
those who dash the children of Babylon 
against the rocks.” 

It’s important to not engage with 
these negative and intrusive thoughts. 
Engagement with them, or any sort of 
conversation with them only causes the 
infant thought to mature and develop. 
Disregard them completely and turn to 
Christ. 

Here are three alternatives to engaging 
with infant negative thoughts and 
dashing them upon the rock of Christ;

1. At the first appearance of a 
negative thought, turn to Christ and 
call on the name of the Lord by saying, 
“Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, save 
me.” If the thought persists. Turn to 
step two. 

2. Recite a verse from Scripture. I 
particularly like the verse “Satan, get 
behind.” This is the method our Lord 
used in the desert. When confronted 
by the temptations of the devil, Jesus 
Christ recited passages from the Old 
Testament. Find your go-to passages, 
memorize them and recite them daily. 

3. Change your environment. This 
is very helpful when we align with 
particularly challenging thoughts. 
This could mean taking a walk, taking 
a shower, calling a friend.

As the old saying goes, “Failing to 
plan is planning to fail.” Have a game 
plan and implement it. Holiness is a 
grueling process and it begins with one 
thought at a time.

 
Free Delivery 

 15% off the 3rd of Every Month on all Non-
Prescription Items 

 Drive Thru 
 Durable Medical Equipment 
 Six Month Supply Discount 
 US Post Office 

 

SOUTH END SOUTH PARK 
2334 South Blvd 4501 Cameron Valley Pkwy 
(704) 523-8608 (704) 367-7440 

www.cannonpharmacies.com 

FOR SALE!
Family Pizza Restaurant 45 minutes south of Charlotte, NC. Great 

potential and very good presence. Free standing building with good 
parking. Business only, or building and property, included.
Please send your contact information including cell phone or 

landline numbers to:
RESPONSE

c/o THE VOICE
600 East Blvd.

Charlotte, NC 28203
Calls will be returned by the seller.

A LONG PATH TO UNDERSTANDING BIBLE PASSAGE (Another in series)
 by Rev. Christian Siskos, Associate Priest and Youth Director
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Dogs and Spirituality: Seeing Ourselves 
through our Four-Legged Friends
 by Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mettasophia, Associate and Youth Priest

As many of 
you know. I am 
a great lover 
o f  an ima l s , 
e s p e c i a l l y 
dogs. So much 
so, that I even 
c h o s e  m y 
d i s se r t a t ion 
top ic  based 
on my desire 
to explore the 
re la t ionship 

between spirituality and the care for 
our pets. As part of this research 
I spent a great deal of time at the 
Communities at New Skete. Two 
Orthodox monastic communities in the 
Hudson River Valley of New York not 
far from the Vermont border. For the 
past few decades these communities 
have bred German Shepherd dogs and 
created a training program for dogs 
that is informed by the wisdom of the 
Eastern Christian spiritual tradition. I 
wanted to share a brief account of these 
communities and some of the wisdom I 
gleaned from my time there. 

Set atop a hill, on narrow dirt road, 
is a beautiful, but sparse collection 

of buildings. Upon entering the main 
property and to the right one can see a 
relatively small, barn shaped building 
named the Maurice Sendak Training 
Building. Outside the building is a large, 
grassy field, surrounded by a black 
metal fence, in which the dog sessions 
training takes place. 

Further up the road, also on the 
right there is a smaller building, with a 
more industrial look with large kennels 
off to the rear right of the building, 
and additional kennels connected to 
the front of the building. This is the 
breeding program building. At different 
times of the year, the dogs are brought 
to this facility to breed. When they are 
ready to give birth, mother and puppies 
return for care and socialization. 

Across the road is a large grassy area 
that leads further up the hill. Parallel 
to the road in an area of the front lawn 
is a monastery’s cemetery, where one 
might see a small pack of puppies from 
the breeding program playing or being 
socialized. The prominent position of 
the cemetery speaks to the common 
monastic practice of remembrance of 
death. About this space the monks write, 

“It is not as grim as it sounds: In 
addition to our monks and nuns, many 
of our friends wish to be buried at an 
Orthodox monastery, and the cemetery 
is a salutary reminder of mortality. The 
simple wooden crosses keep quiet watch 
over a peaceful landscape of rolling 
terrain filled with birds, bushes, trees, 
and ever-changing colors that follow 
the seasons. And the puppies don’t seem 
to mind. We let them play in the open 
section of the yard, always respectful of 
the nearby graves, but also secure in the 
knowledge that our departed brothers 
and sisters would happily approve.”

This passage speaks of the normalcy 
of the presence of the dogs in the life of 
the monastery and their prominent role 
in the community. 

Further up the road is the main 
monastery buildings. In the center 
of a small circular drive is a modest 
chapel, dedicated to the feast of the 
Transfiguration, built by the monks 
when they arrived at this present 
location. It has a rustic look, with dark 
wood and burgundy coloring. Sitting 
atop the cruciform structure, are seven 
traditional onion domes—each crowned 
with an Orthodox three bar cross. Just 
across the circular drive is a small bell 
tower with several bells, which are 
melodically tolled together to signify 
the start of worship services. To the right 
of the bell tower in a concrete path that 
leads up to the larger church, dedicated 
to Holy Wisdom (Christ). The building, 
dark red with brown roof—also adorned 
with a few onion domes—is built in a 
basilica style, long and rectangular. Set 
just behind the bell tower and the church 
is the monastic cloister and the main 
monastery building. It is in this serene 
setting that I learned of the depth of 
spiritual wisdom that can come in the 
midst of raising dogs.

Dogs are keenly attuned to our 
interior state—as one of the nuns 
reported in conversation. This nun said 
that on the few occasions when a dog 
was assigned to her, she found it taking 
the role of a mirror. When she was sad, 
it comforted. When she was mad, it 
scurried. When she was annoyed, it 
avoided her.  She claimed that if we 
pay close attention to our dogs, we will 
likely come to a better understanding 
of what is going on inside us—perhaps 
something we have not yet noticed 
ourselves. She recalled an instance 
where just that thing happened. She 
recounted that once, when she was 
quite frustrated about an email she had 
recently read, without being totally 
aware of it, the dog refused to come 
over. She said that the incident made her 
think about what might be happening 
inside her that the dog could sense, but 
she could not. 

This sister is not alone in her 
experience. It is a common insight 
gleaned through the experiences that 
the monks and the nuns have had over 
the years. Through their relationships 
and interactions with their dogs, the 
monks have come to profound self-
awareness. As in the lives and saying 
of the desert fathers and mothers the 
dog can speak a word of wisdom to the 
monk or nun, which perhaps is precisely 
what was needed in that instance for 
transformation. The monks write, 

Our experience teaches us that 
relating to a dog can be profoundly 
spiritual…many of the ideas we hold 
about dogs have a philosophical and 
spiritual basis that can be a catalyst for 
personal change and transformation. 
Over the many years working with 
dogs, we have been struck repeatedly by 
how dogs mirror us back to ourselves 
in unmistakable ways. Because dogs 
are guileless and utterly themselves, 
they lack the capacity to deceive. If we 
take seriously the words they speak to 
us about ourselves, we stand face-to-
face with our own truth. When we pay 
attention to these words inscribed on 
their bodies, in their expressions, in the 
way they approach and interact with 
us, they can stimulate a new level of 
consciousness.

The monks have spent many decades 
watching and learning from their 
dogs—often about themselves.

According to the Monks of New 
Skete “dogs mirror us back to 
ourselves in unmistakable ways” and 
“instinctively observe and interpret 
the slightest movements of the body 
and soul.” “Dogs find our soft spots, 
keeping us in touch with a more honest 
vision of ourselves that doesn’t buy its 
own façade.” Through them, if one 
is willing, a deep self-understanding 
is possible. This self-understanding 
is the fundamental goal of authentic 
humanity—which as we saw above 
is nothing more than what a monk is 
striving to be. How does the dog help 
us to find our authentic humanity?  The 
Monks reply, 

Being authentically human means 
learning to give ourselves unselfishly 
and ungrudgingly. Isn’t it surprising 
how the nature of a dog evokes this from 
us in unique and compelling ways? In 
the ordinary routine of a relationship 
with a dog, through the discipline and 
responsibility it entails, we learn about 
ourselves, about nature, about God and 
the spiritual path we are on, in way that 
would be otherwise unavailable to us. 

As a result of all their years working 
with dogs, the Monks of New Skete are 
no longer surprised by what they can 
learn from their canine companions. 
More than what they have learned 
practically about breeding and training 
dogs, they have and continue to learn 
about themselves. They state, 

It is hardly surprising that our dogs 
have taught us much about ourselves, in 
many subtle ways showing us how we 
ought to be, as well as how we ought not 
to be. Because of their association with 
humans, an association that the stories 
we mentioned above show to be as old 
as human consciousness itself, dogs are 
in a unique position to offer humanity a 
reflection of itself. 

Knowing oneself is significant, but 
it is not the only task of the human 
being according to the rich Orthodox 
tradition of which the monks and 
nuns are representative. Loving God, 
neighbor, and the world around us is 
also of preeminent concern. The monks 
have claimed that this love is fostered 
in part through their relationships with 
the dogs. Perhaps in the midst of our 
spiritual journey, we can look more 
deeply into our own hearts to see how 
we might live this depth of wisdom. 
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PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S COMMENTARy
by Peter Thomopoulos

Greetings to 
all Holy Trinity 
C a t h e d r a l 
clergy, staff and 
parishioners.  I 
would  l ike  to 
begin by thanking 
t h e  p r e v i o u s 
Parish Council 
President Dino 
Pappas for his 
time and talents 

over the last decade.  His leadership 
and insight will be missed by the board.  
Furthermore, I am humbled to be 
selected as the Parish Council President. 
A role for which so many more talented 
and experienced people have preceded 
me.  I ask for your patience and support 
as I learn the intricacies of the job.  To 
all those that have preceded me in this 
role I ask for your advice and feedback 
as we embark on this journey and I try 
to live up to the example you’ve set.  

When I consider the current state of 
our Cathedral, I am encouraged and 
optimistic.  We have accomplished 
so much over the last few years.  We 
have nearly paid off the entirety of 
costs associated with the courtyard 
and Cathedral renovation. This has 
created an accessible and inviting 
facility for all inside and outside of our 
community.  We have been blessed to 
be joined by our third full time priest.  
Additionally, our parish continues to 
grow and reaching numbers we haven’t 
seen in over 20 years.  I am encouraged 
to see so many new members joining 
our parish. 

My sincere goal is to embrace this 
momentum and help our community 
reach even greater heights.  The key 
to this growth is becoming fi nancially 
independent of the festival.  I fi rmly 
believe this is possible, as I’ve witnessed 
the continued growth of stewardship.  
To achieve financial independence, 
we need the full commitment of every 
parishioner of this church.  We need 
everyone to decide they are going to 
hear the calling of Christ and offer 
up the gifts that we’ve been given.  I 
encourage all of you to get involved in 
the many ministries of the church.  The 
experience is eye opening and will help 
you understand these dollars are directly 
invested in enriching the services we 
all depend on and expect to be there in 
times of need.  

To be independent from the festival 
is to be free to fully reinvest the profi ts 
of the festival into our facilities to 
better serve our youth.  It means we 
can confidently commit to further 
development of our ministries and 
services provided.  It means we can 
have genuine conversations about 
master plans and expansions of our 
facilities.  I’m asking you to take just 
a few moments and dream about what 
we could achieve if we all hear the 
calling and commit to doing our part.  I 
pray you hear the message and spread 
the word because with your help we 
can truly do incredible work to further 
the richness of our faith and cultural 
heritage.  May God bless you and your 
family and may He be the guide for all 
we do in this world. 

Stop by the
Hosanna Bookstore

for great gifts for weddings, showers,and baptisms

YTD FINANCIALS Amount

Stewardship $99,973

Other Giving(candles, memorials, etc.) $40,080

Minus : Operating Expenses -$202,304

NET DEFICIT -$62,251

•  Credit Card - come by or call the Church office with your credit card 

information and they can do a one-time charge
•  In Church - use the WHITE envelopes provided in Narthex. Please write 

your full name if leaving cash.  If giving check, please make out to Holy Trinity 

but write "stewardship" or "memorial" or "candles", etc. on the bottom left line 

on check so we'll know what it is for.
You will truly be surprised at how much you can give when you 

give on a regular basis.

PLEASE return the "pre-filled" pledge forms that were sent to you in 
December.  This allows us to keep our records updated.  If you need 
another copy, please call the office or visit the Stewardship table at the 
Sunday coffee hours.  We need 100% participation!  

STEWARDSHIP  2020
AS OF 2/29/20

WAYS TO GIVE: 
• On-line Bill Pay - your bank can set up free one-time, weekly, or monthly 

recurring payments.  This has no fees for the Church either.
•  Church Website - select the "Give Now" button on htgo.org and follow 

the prompts to set up payments whether one-time or monthly.  
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PHILOPTOCHOS by Pam Bostian

Our annual Vasilopita 
fundraiser was held on 
January 5th and 6th. Thank 
you to all for your generous 
d o n a t i o n s !  O f f e r i n g s 
collected were donated to 
St. Basil Academy. Saint 
Basil Academy is the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese home 
for children in need. The 
academy provides a loving 
Chris t ian environment 
where resident children are 
nurtured to adulthood.

A B a b y  S h o w e r  i n 
ce l eb ra t ion  o f  Fa the r 
Christian’s and Presbytera 
Victoria’s new arrival was 
hosted by Philoptochos and 
the entire community on 
February 1st. A light lunch of delicious hors d’oeuvres and cake was served. 

Many gifts and comforts for 
the new-born were presented 
to the proud parents-to-be!

Our New Membership 
Dr ive  was  he ld  a t  the 
Nordstrom Cafe on Tuesday, 
February 11th. Fun and 
fellowship was enjoyed by 
all. Seven new members 
were added to our Agia Elpis 
chapter.

Our Apokries Dinner - 
Dance was held on February 
22nd at Father “C” Hall (see 
nearby). A buffet dinner 
was served. Live music was 
provided and a costume 
contest with prizes held. 
All proceeds collected will 
benefi t Philoptochos’ “Feed 
the Hungry” programs.

At top: Father Vasileios and Father Christian performing the Vasilopita cutting. 
Above, left: Presvytera Victoria and Father Christian at the Community Baby 
Shower. Below: Members at the New Membership Drive at the Nordstrom Cafe.

Photos courtesy of 
Angelo Pete Politis
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SUNDAy SCHOOL: 3 TEACHERS TURN THE SPOTLIGHT ON THEIR CLASSES

 9th Grade – by Stephanie Ross
The core curriculum for the 9th grade class is “The 

Way, the Truth, and the Life.” In this class, we strive 
to provide a basic understanding of our faith in lessons 
that both inform and inspire. In doing so, this class 
endeavors to plant the students fi rmly in the life-giving 
soil of Orthodox spiritual understanding and guide 
them on the path to spiritual maturity. Led by Stephanie 
Ross and George Ziozios, the daily classes begin with a 
prayer to bless the work of our students and then go on to 
read and discuss a chapter in the book titled The Creed: 
Basic Teachings of the Greek Orthodox Church by 
Rev. Constantine N. Leftheris, Rev. George Nicozisin, 
and Presbytera Freida Upson. The book separates The 
Creed, as spoken in the Divine Liturgy, sentence by 
sentence and delves into the spiritual meaning, history, 
and signifi cance of each line individually. In so doing, 
the students learn in more depth about, and participate 
in discussions regarding, the Ecumenical counsels, 
the Holy Tradition, the sacraments, the differences 
between the Orthodox Church and other Christian 
and non-Christian religions, and dual nature of Christ 
as God and man, among other things.  Further, the 
ninth graders have been actively involved in various 
projects as well. Outside of the classroom, they have 
participated in service projects, such as the Fall Service 
Project and donation collections. In class, the students 
are scheduled to participate in the preparation of a meal 
for the homeless of Charlotte. 

2nd Grade  – by Anna Pappas Georgalis
Our second grade students are having a great year 

learning and growing in our faith. Thus far, we have 
learned and discussed our beliefs that:

• All people need love 
• God loves us all and gave us Jesus
• Jesus wants us to love God and each other
• God wants parents to love their children and 

children to love their parents
• Marriage is the sacrament of love
• Icons show our love for God
• Jesus wants us to show forgiveness to one 

another

Additionally, we have spent time discussing our 
Church’s special feast days, as they occur during the 
year. We will also be exploring the notion of love in 
our Orthodox faith, and how serving others, being 
respectful and following rules are acts of love.  

I am very proud of all of the students, as they have 
been showing love, respect, and enthusiasm as we 
learn about God.

11th Grade Catechism – by Drew Dudley
This course calls students to learn from each other, 

through round table discussions, led by current events 
and the students’ personal questions. This class helps 
the 11th grade students apply Orthodox teachings to 
everyday life.

Each catechism teacher strives to provide our 
children with the building blocks of our Orthodox faith, 
which, at its core, is a love for our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Each year, from Pre-K through elementary grades, to 
middle and high school grades, our kids learn specifi c 
facets of our faith, which we hope will provide them 
with the spiritual armor they can wear as they move 
into adulthood.

Our younger students participate in more visual, 
aural, and tactile exercises that familiarize them with 
many of the stories of Christ and the Saints. This is 
like a farmer tilling the land to make it more fertile 
so that when it is time to sow, the seed will take 
root. By the time our kids are GOYA age, the subject 
matter is more mature, and we start to employ more 
verbal, logical action exercises to aid students in their 
catechetical journey. This age is starting to explore 
deeper relationships outside of their immediate family, 
and they are faced with an ever-broadening spectrum 
of ideas. If you observe TV shows they watch, social 
media they interact with, and friendships they form at 
school or within our community, it is quite different 
from what they were when our kids were in HOPE 
and JOY. Change will continue as our kids venture 
off to college or as they start their new vocation. In 
short, throughout this time, they are learning how to 
be adults, and like all, making mistakes along the way. 
Non-permanent mistakes are learning opportunities.

Our high school kids are each their own person, yet 
they still live under their parents’ roof and are subject 
to their family’s rules and routines. They are trying 
to fi gure out who they are, with constraints, and a 
large part of their identity is still tied to their role as 
child of parent. As the constraints diminish, they will 
experiment with what works for them, which may 
manifest in small deviations from the things their 
families did, to what might seem like an outright 
rejection of any practice from their childhood. I am 
writing this on the Friday before the Sunday of the 
Prodigal Son. None of us want to see our kids go to 
extremes in an effort to realize who they are going to 
be as an adult, but this parable reminds us that God 
will always welcome us with open arms after fi nding 
our way back Home [Church].

In the eleventh grade, we encourage our students to 
interact, and share their ideas. I share my moments of 
ignorance and shortcomings from time-to-time to let 
them know we all started from somewhere and we all 
make mistakes. We read the daily Epistle and Gospel 
readings each Sunday and then we break them down 
so we get context about who is talking to whom, and 
what the underlying messages might be. We then take 
these ancient instructions and ask how they are relevant 
today, and to us individually. In many instances, we 
fi nd passages that we read correlate to some aspect of 
the Divine Liturgy, Iconography, Church Architecture, 
Traditions and sayings of the Fathers. As a convert to 
the Orthodox Faith, I fi nd it fascinating how interwoven 
Theology is throughout these aspects, and we try to 
show our students that the Faith is deep, thoughtful, 
ancient, tested, repeated, and above all, Truth.

Granted, it is not every Sunday that we have lively 
conversations with a lot of participation. Every now 
and then, though, we hit on a topic where many want to 
contribute to the conversation. When our kids venture 
off to the next phase in their lives, we want them to 
be prepared to have open discussions, and not to be 
embarrassed about their Faith, and not to be swayed. 
I fully expect each one will at some point go through 
such trials with varying intensity. Hopefully they will 
remember our conversations at an opportune time 
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and will 
remember that Jesus and His Church loves us and will 
prepare the feast for their return.
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Suite 290 
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Taxe Vlahos is Father Tommy and Presvytera 
Iannoula’s oldest grandson. He made these remarks 
at the funeral.

Hello Everyone, 
Thank you for joining our family at my Papou’s 
funeral. Although he has passed on to a better place, 
he will never be forgotten. My papou was a loving 
husband, father, uncle, grandfather, and an amazing 
priest who we are very proud of. He always loved to 
see the family together. I was so excited to see my 
yiayia and papou at my graduation party last year. I 
was so lucky to have him in my life. He is the reason 
that I love fi shing because that was his favorite thing 
to do. I remember all of the times that I was in the 
altar and I could not wait to see him, he was so proud 
to see his three grandsons in the altar together. My 
Papou will always have a special place in my heart 
and I will always treasure those moments that I spent 
with him. When he was in and out of the hospital the 
last words he had told me were, Σε αγαπώ and I want 
him to know I love him and I always will.

Father Tommy vlahos
His Passing and A Remembrance

Fr. Tommy Vlahos, 80, passed away on Friday, January 3, 2020. He was born 
in Stenoma, Evritanias Greece on November 17, 1939, son of the late Fotini and 
Deonisios Vlahos. Fr. Tommy was married on June 2, 1968 in Greece and moved 
to Fayetteville, NC shortly afterwards. He worked for a few family restaurants 
in Fayetteville before moving to Charlotte in 1972 where he eventually opened 
Sedgefi eld Restaurant. In 1977, Fr. Tommy moved back to Greece with his family 
to continue his education to become a priest. In 1981, he moved back to Charlotte 
to become the parish priest for Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral where he 
served until his retirement in 2006. After his retirement, he still spent most of his 
time at Holy Trinity assisting the other priests and chanting during the services. 
In his free time Fr. Tommy enjoyed fi shing and spending time with his family 
and friends. He was a loving husband, father, and grandfather who touched the 
lives of many in the Charlotte community.

Fr. Tommy is survived by his wife of fi fty-one years, Presbytera Ioanna 
Vlahos; children, Danny Vlahos and wife, Sandy and Fay Zaharopoulos and 
husband, George; grandchildren, Taxe, Panos and Demi Vlahos, Jenny and Kostas 
Zaharopoulos. He is also survived by his nieces, Kikie Manalis and husband, 
George, their daughter, Nasia, and Faye Kefalas and husband, Danny. He was 

predeceased by his sisters, Maria Triantafi llis and husband, Spero, and Nikie 
Delenikas and husband, Kostas.

Visitation was from 6:00-7:00 PM on Tuesday, January 7, 2020, with a Trisagion 
Service at 7:00 pm at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Charlotte. Funeral 
Services for Fr. Tommy were held on Wednesday, January 8, 2020 beginning with 
Orthros at 8:45 AM followed by Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM. The Funeral followed 
at 11:00 AM offi ciated by His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, Fr. 
Vasileios Tsourlis, Fr. Christian Siskos, local priests and Deacon George Politis. 
His grandson Taxe spoke after the service (His remarks are presented elsewhere 
on this page). Interment followed at Evergreen Cemetery. The family greeted 
family and friends following the interment at Holy Trinity in Father “C” Hall.

Pallbearers were his grandsons, Taxe and Panos Vlahos, nephews, Giorgos 
Manalis, Danny Kefalas, Nick Ballas and Gus Pappas.

In lieu of fl owers, memorials may be made to Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral or Panagia Prousiotissa Chapel at Elatos Park c/o Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral, 600 East Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Photos are courtesy of The Vlahos 
family, the Holy Trinity Archives, and 
The Voice staff.
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 A Commemoration of the Historic Visit to Holy Trinity by Greek Orthodox Hierarchs
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros (left) and His Beatitude Archbishop Chrysostomos II

Tuesday, January 28, 2020

by George Zogzas
In the early evening of Tuesday, January 28, 2020, the darkness 

on the street is broken up by the bright light beams of the two luxury cars pulling 
up to the curb at 600 East Boulevard. The cool evening is abuzz with excitement. 
Two rows of young people dressed in traditional Greek costumes form a path way 
leading to the double doors of the Cathedral. As the cars pull to a stop, there is 

much anticipation. Adults make their way from the steps to the curb to get the 

attention of the young greeters making sure they know that the guests have 
arrived.

After a few moments, the doors of the vehicles open and the entourage 
assembles and begins its slow walk towards the Cathedral. The guests, His 
Beatitude Archbishop Chrysostomos II of Cyprus, His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America, and His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, 
make their way slowly forward stopping to meet 

Photographs of the 
Archbishops visit to Holy 
Trinity are courtesy of 
Mr. Nasios Georgalis and 

Mrs. Linda Kakouras

Continued on page 12
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The Archbishops at Holy Trinity
January 28, 2020

Photographs of the 
Archbishops visit to Holy 
Trinity are courtesy of 
Mr. Nasios Georgalis and 

Mrs. Linda Kakouras
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The Archbishops at Holy Trinity
January 28, 2020

the children along the way, accepting flower 
bouquets, and respectful kisses on the hands 

accorded to the hierarchs of the Church.
At the top of the stairs, area priests and local Archons are gathered to welcome 

the highly distinguished hierarchs. The Archbishops and Metropolitan are greeted 
inside the doorway of the Narthex by Father Jonathan. He is holding the gold 
covered Book of the Gospels from the Altar to be venerated by the hierarchs. 
Each does the sign of the cross and kisses the holy book. The procession moves 
past the glass wall towards the front of the church where the pews are fi lled with 
the faithful here to see special guests.

EARLIER, HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP ELPIDOPHOROS led a 
small delegation at the Charlotte Douglas Airport awaiting the arrival of His 
Beatitude Archbishop Chrysostomos II from Cyprus. The delegation included His 
Eminence Metropolitan Alexios, Father Vasileios, parish council members, and 
children in Greek costumes. They are holding a sign to welcome His Beatitude 
and attendants.

When his Beatitude and party arrive and meets the welcoming party, His 
Eminence Elpidophoros bows and kisses the hand of his Brother in Christ. 
Followed by His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios, other introductions and 
welcomes, the Hierarchs are escorted to the cars that will transport all to Holy 
Trinity.

UPON ENTERING THE NARTHEX AT HOLY TRINITY, the procession 
advances down the center aisle towards the solea. Metropolitan Alexios and 
Father Vasileios are already stationed at the front of the church. The Archbishops 
walk slowly down the aisle, warmly greeted by the faithful that have fi lled the 
pews. Arriving at the steps of the solea, His Beatitude is escorted to the bishop’s 
throne on the right side, next to the chanters stand. Archbishop Elpidophoros 
joins Metropolitan Alexios in one of two chairs positioned at the foot of the 
pulpit on the left.

The visiting clergy are aligned in two rows in front of the bishop’s throne, 
forming a human connection between the visiting hierarchs. The clergy and 
chanters lead the congregants in the celebration of a short Doxology. The 
harmonious voices fi ll the entire Cathedral, adding to the joy and excitement of 
this special occasion.

Archbishop Elpidophoros, with microphone in hand, stands on the top step 
leading to the entrance of the sanctuary and  delivers remarks addressed to His 
Beatitude. Archbishop Chrysostomos then responds to the remarks and speaks 
for a few minutes on his trip to Charlotte and the welcome he has received.

Father Vasileios and Parish Council president Peter Thomopoulos welcome 
the Hierarchs and special guests. An Icon of the Holy Trinity is presented to 
Archbishop Chrysostomos and one to Archbishop Elpidophoros. Charlotte City 
Council member Mr. Edmund “Ed” Driggs takes to the lectern and welcomes 
the hierarchs to Charlotte. Mr. Driggs is Charlotte’s District 7 representative.

Afterwards, His Beatitude is seated at the center of the solea and welcomes all 
to come forward to receive a small, personal icon from him. At the direction of 
the ushers, the line forms in the left aisle of the Cathedral and all in attendance 
make their way to the front to receive the icon and blessing of His Beatitude

The Hierarchs are escorted to the Social Room for an invitation only dinner 
sponsored by the Charlotte area Archons. Attendess include the visiting clergy, the 
local Archons, the Parish Council, and other guests. After dinner, the Hierarchs 
will sign the Holy Gospel as affi rmation of their visit to Holy Trinity.

The next day, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros returned to New York 
and His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios to Atlanta. His Beatitude remained in 

Charlotte for another week to undergo a medical procedure.

AS REPORTED in The National Herald, The Archbishop is accompanied by 
the neurosurgeon, Theologos Theologou, and the Director of the Archbishop’s 
Offi ce, Michalis Spyrou.

The Archbishop was admitted to a special medical center and underwent 
successful liver treatment by renowned Greek-American Doctor Dionysis 
Vrohidis from Thessalonica Greece.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew had a telephone conversation with 
Archbishop Chrysostomos during the trip and extended his heartfelt wishes to 
the Archbishop of Cyprus “for a speedy and complete recovery for the good of 
the Church of Cyprus and the inter-Orthodox relations”.

On Sunday February 2 Archbishop Chrysostomos attended the Divine Liturgy 
at Holy Trinity Cathedral.

Editor’s Note: Reference to The National Herald is from the February 8-14, 
2020 issue, page 13 of the English edition. 

A letter from His Beatitude Chrysostomos II. Archbishop of Cyprus, to the 
Holy Trinity Community.

Continued from page 10
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On Sunday, January 12, 2020, 
the Parish Council members took 
the oath of office and were sworn 
in immediately following the 
Divine Liturgy. The swearing was 
witnessed by a visiting diplomat 
from Greece, His Excellency 
Mr. Theodros Bizakis, charge 
d’Affaires, and his wife, Alexia 
Papadosifaki. The guests were 
seated at the front of the Cathedral 
on the solea for the entirety of the 
Divine Liturgy. His Excellency 
led the congregants in reciting the 
Nicean Creed.

In  p lace  of  the  pr ies t ’s 
sermon, Mr. Bizakis spoke to the 
congregation and mentioned his 
delight in the extensive use of the 
Greek language during the service 
and by the individuals that he had 
met on his visit. He hoped that 
the community would continue 
to keep the “mother-tongue” alive 
in Charlotte.

The swearing in was conducted 
by Father Vasileios with the help 
of Deacon George, who held the 
Holy Gospel. The Parish Council 
members placed a hand on the 
Gospel, or on the shoulder of 
someone with their hand on the 
Gospel, as they recited the oath 
of office. Holy Trinity has 15 
members of the Parish Council. 
Each is elected to serve a 3 year 
term with five seats up for election 
each year.

January 12, 2020: The new Parish Council after being sworn in. From L-R:  Lucy Pappadakes, George Karres, Gus Pappas, 
John Tsumas, Peter Thomopoulos, John Mahairas, Alexia Papadokifaki, His Excellency Theodoros Kizakis, Drew Dudley, Deacon 
George, Nick Nixon, Father Vasileios, Maria Kotrotsios, Vaki Karampourniotis, Roula Skenteris, Nick Pistolis, Andre Harakas. 
Not present: Mitch Christenbury and Elias Elia. On the next day, during the Parish Council meeting, the members elected  the 
officers for 2020. They are: Peter Thomopoulos, President; George Karres, Vice President; Vaki Karampourniotis, Secretary; 
Mitch Christenbury, Assistant Secretary; John Tsumas, Treasurer; and Andre Harakas, Assistant Treasurer.

The Swearing in of the Parish Council Before the Visiting Dignitaries

Dance Groups at Hellenic Dance Festival
Orlando, Florida

Photos were posted by Fr. Christian on Facebook
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 Mary Cleopatra (Michaelos) 
Demopoulos (1935 - 2020)
Mrs. Demopoulos, age 84, of Matthews 
passed away January 2, 2020 at her 
home surrounded by her loving family. 
She was born December 1, 1935 in 
New York, NY to the late Jenny Lagos 
Michaelos.
She is survived by her children, 
Celia (George) Nikopoulos, Billy 
Demopou los ,  Tommy (Ter ry ) 
Demopoulos, Jeanie (George B.) 
Nikopoulos, and George Demopoulos; 
she  was  b lessed  to  have  had 
grandchildren, Lena (Gus) Anthos, 
Steve Nikopoulos, Angelo (Bonnie) 
Nikopoulos, Evan and Katherine 
Demopou los ,  Ange lo  (Ke l ly ) 
Demopoulos, Kristina Demopoulos, 
Billy (Jill) Nikopoulos, and Maria 
Nikopoulos; great grandchildren, 
George, Olivia, Zach, Allie, Zoie, 
George, Anthony, George, Andreas, 
Lukas; brothers, George (Shela) 
Pour tokalon,  Glafcos  (Koula) 
Michaelos, Phivos (Dawn) Michaelos, 

Christes Michaelos; sisters-in-law, 
Kaliope A. Triantafillo, Stella G. 
Mantekas, Irene Dias, and Effi e N. 
Theodore, Eleni K. Demopoulos, Dina 
C. Demopoulos; godchildren, Steve 
Tingas, Dennis Margiotis, Eleni Gallis, 
and Laurel Bacogeorge. 
Funeral service was held 11:00 AM 
Saturday, January 4, 2020 at St. 
Nektarios Greek Orthodox Church. 
Family received friends 10:00 AM. 
In lieu of fl owers donations may be 
made to Panagia Prousiotissa Chapel 
at Elatos Park, Saint Nektarios Greek 
Orthodox Church, or Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral. Interment 
was at Evergreen City Cemetery.

John Nick Dross (1934 - 2020)
John Nick Dross, 85, of Cornelius, NC, 
passed away on Sunday, January 26, 
2020 at the Levine & Dickson Hospice 
House in Huntersville.
John was born in Charlotte on May 18, 
1934 to the late Demetra and Nicholas 
Dross.
John is survived by his wife of fi fty-
three years, Frances Jane Dross; sons, 
Nicholas John Dross of Charlotte 
and Michael Warren Dross of Mt. 
Pleasant, SC; sisters, Koula Litchos 
of Statesville and Stella Matalas of 
Vienna, VA.
Funeral services for John were at 
12:30 PM on Thursday, January 30, 
2020 at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral, 600 East Blvd in Charlotte 
officiated by Fr. Robert Lawrence 
and Fr. Gregory Waynick. The family 
received friends one hour prior to 
the service. Interment followed at 
Evergreen Cemetery.

Christine C. Koutsogeorgas (1926 
- 2020)
Christine C. Koutsogeorgas, 93, of 
Charlotte, passed away January 24, 
2020. She was born May 7, 1926 in 
Laurens, SC, daughter of Chris George 
and Paraskevi Siarris Koutsogeorgas.
Christine is survived by her sister, Mary 
Koutsogeorgas; brother, George and 
his wife, Patsy; niece, Paula Duringer; 
nephew, Chris Fred Koutsogeorgas; 
and great nephews, Lucas and Wyatt 
Duringer.
The family received friends from 10:00 
until 11:00 AM on Friday, January 
31, 2020 with the funeral service 
following at 11:00 AM at Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral. Interment 
followed in Evergreen Cemetery.
Memorials may be made to Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 600 
East Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Mary Chris Koutsogeorgas 
(1922 - 2020)
Mary Chris Koutsogeorgas, 97, of 
Charlotte, passed away Monday, 
February 10, 2020. She was born July 
31, 1922 in Chester, SC, daughter of 
the late Chris G. and Paraskevi Siarris 
Koutsogeorgas, natives of Arahova, 
Sparta, Greece.
Mary is survived by her brother, 
George Koutsogeorgas and wife, Patsy; 
niece, Paula Duringer; nephew, Chris 
Koutsogeorgas; and great-nephews, 
Lucas and Wyatt Duringer. She was 
predeceased by her sisters, JoAnna and 
Christine Koutsogeorgas, and great-
niece, Chloe Duringer.
The family received friends from 
10:00 until 11:00 AM on Friday, 
February 14, 2020 with the funeral 
service following at Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral. Interment 

followed in Evergreen Cemetery.
Memorials may be made to Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 600 
East Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Sula Floros Morrow (1924 - 2020)
Sula Floros Morrow, age 95, passed 
away on February 17, 2020 at Novant 
Health Presbyterian Medical Center. 
She was born in Macon, Georgia on 
March 14, 1924 to the late Gus and 
Maria Floros.
She is survived by her sister, Helen 
Fleggas, numerous nieces and nephews, 
and goddaughter, Olga Kleto, who each 
had a special place in her heart.
Funeral services was held at 11:00 AM 
on Thursday, February 20, 2020 at Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
in Charlotte. Interment followed at 
Evergreen Cemetery. The family 
received friends thirty minutes prior 
to the service at the church.
In lieu of fl owers, memorials be made 
to Holy Trinity Cathedral Foundation, 
600 East Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Andrigoula Stathopoulos (1931 
- 2020)
Andrigoula  Sta thopoulos ,  88 , 
of Charlotte, NC, passed away on 
Saturday, the 4th of January 2020 at 
Novant Health Matthews Medical 
Center. Andrigoula was born on the 8th 
of August 1931 in Milia, Evrytanias, 
Greece, daughter of the late Efthimios 
and Eleni Lainis.
Surviving are her daughter: Eugenia 
Hondros and husband, John; son, 
Spero Stathopoulos and wife, Meena; 
daughter, Eleni Lironis and husband, 
Pete; grandson, Dr. Takie Hondros and 
wife, Dena and their children: Evy, 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. He who believes in Me, 
though he may die, he shall live. And 
whoever lives and believes in Me shall 
never die.” John 11:25

In Memoriam
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	 •	Compassionate	hearts	providing	quality	service	at	a	
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	 	 certainty	that	the	service	selected	properly	memorializes	 
	 	 your	loved	one

	 •	Pre-arrangement	planning	and	
	 	 transfer	of	existing	pre-arrangements

Charlotte/Ballantyne
16151 Lancaster Hwy.
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-714-1540

Weddington/Matthews
3700 Forest Lawn Dr.
Matthews, NC 28104

704-846-3771

Indian Trail
4431 Old Monroe Road
Indian Trail, NC 28079

704-821-2960

Make the HeritageChoice

Yanni and Gia; granddaughter, Sophia 
Thomopoulos and husband, Peter and 
their children: Adriani and Ioanna; 
granddaughter, Andrigoula Karanikas 
and husband, Dimitri and their children: 
Pano and Hrisanthi; grandson, George 
Stathopoulos and wife, Vicki and their 
children: Spiro and Amalia; grandson, 
Andreas Stathopoulos; grandson, 
Hristos Lironis and wife, Valerie; and 
grandsons: Thimios Lironis and George 
Lironis; two sisters: Maria Karagkiozi 
and Eirini Kalatzaki and a sister-in-
law, Effi e Lainis and many nieces and 

nephews. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Georgios Stathopoulos, 
a brother, John Lainis and a sister, 
Paraskevi Steiakakis.
The visitation was held at 10:00 AM 
on Thursday, the 9th of January 2020 
followed by the Trisagion and the 
Funeral service at 11:00 AM at Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral. 
Interment followed in Evergreen 
Cemetery. The family greeted family 
and friends after the interment at Holy 
Trinity in Father “C” Hall. In lieu of 
flowers memorials may be made to 
Holy Trinity Foundation, 600 East 
Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28203.

AROUND CHARLOTTETOWN by Kathy Xyrafakis

Congratulations
Jimmy and Amanda Demopoulos proudly announce the birth of their daughter, 

Penelope Anne Demopoulos, on December 13, 2019. Penelope’s grandparents 
are George and Elaine Demopoulos. Her great grandparents are Mrs. Anna 
Demopoulos, Gene Foret and Catherine Foret

Correction
In the NOV/DEC 2019 issue of The Voice we reported the wrong date of 

the wedding of Donna Judd and Demetrios Drosinis. Their wedding day was 
October 6, 2019, not the 16th. Our apologizes to the couple and their families 
for this error. - TV 

continued from page 14

C L A S S I F I E D S

HELP WANTED:
PART TIME SECRETARIAL ASSISTANCE. 

Dr. George Andrinopoulos needs 10-20 hours a week secretarial assistance. 
Interested individual should be proficient with MS Excel, Word, and 
PowerPoint, and have strong internet skills. Greek language expertise or 
familiarity desirable. Hours and days fl exible.
Call: 704-366-7139, may leave a massage or 704-649-2864.

Contact us if you are interested in running a classifi ed ad, or want to know 
more. Email CLASSIFIEDS to voice@htgo.org
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 LONG’S MONUMENT COMPANY 
3016 N. GRAHAM STREET 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. 28206 

 
PHONE:704-376-5740 

WEBSITE:longsmonument.com 
EMAIL:longs@gauldenmonuments.com 

 
MONUMENTS, MARKERS, & MAUSOLEUMS 

 
SERVING THE GREEK COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS. 

WE WORK FOR THOSE WHO LOVE AND REMEMBER

DRAFT1 COPY 2018.09.17

Advertise your 
business in The Voice

Email us at
voice@htgo.org

Use ADVERTISE in 
the subject line.

  WHOOO’S IN THE NEWS AT HTGO PRESCHOOL?
by Maria Kleto and Cindy Balatsias

The preschool was back in session 
on January 6th.The students and staff 
quickly settled back into a daily routine 
ready to lear n and be with their friends. 
January’s curriculum included learning 
about cold weather, snow and ice, polar 
bears, penguins, and hibernating bears. 
We also had lessons on our bodies and 
health, how to take care of ourselves 
including going to the doctor. We also 
spent time learning about keeping our 
pets healthy and how veterinarians 
can help us do that. Our religious 
topics included the baptism of Jesus, 
Theophany and John the Baptist.

Our staff began the student evaluation 
process for the upcoming parent teacher 
conferences for our two, three and four 
year old classes. Those will be scheduled 
during the next few months. Through 
the evaluations, staff and parents jointly 
review the school year and spotlight 
where their children are excelling 
and in what areas they have room for 
improvement. By working together and 
keeping an open line of communication, 
everyone is focused on propelling our 
children to be successful, reaching their 
fullest potential. 

In February, with Valentine’s Day as 
a reminder, one of our many discussion 
topics was the importance of love,  
the selfless love towards family and 
friends and love for each other as God 
loves us, and directs us to follow His 
example. The classes enjoyed individual 
Valentine’s Day parties eating sweets 
and exchanging cards with their friends. 
Classes also talked about Ground 
Hog’s Day, good dental health and 
the importance of visiting the dentist 
regularly.

This February, the children got to learn 

about and experience many different 
types of weather, even some that are 
not typically “winter” weather. We had 
cold temperatures, warm temperatures, 
sun, wind, rain, snow fl urries, sleet and 
of all things… tornados. Who would 
have thought we would be doing a real 
tornado drill in February of all months? 
On February 6th as soon as a tornado 
warning was issued, we implemented our 
tornado safety procedures and moved all 
the children and staff into the restrooms. 
The children did a great job following 
instructions and moving quickly. We 
were in the restrooms for quite a while 
until the warning was over. Shortly 
after returning to their classrooms, a 
second tornado warning was issued and 
back to the restrooms we went. It was 
a very unusual experience but thanks 
to procedures that the Preschool has in 
place, everyone stayed safe.

On January 15th, registration opened 
for the coming school year for current 
students and siblings and kicked-off 
our annual World’s Finest Chocolate 
candy bar fund-raiser. On February 1st 
it opened up to the Orthodox members 
and on February 15th to the Charlotte 
community. Fall registration is off to a 
great start. Please contact us if you are 
interested in our preschool program, to 
learn about class availability or if you 
have any general questions. (Contact 
information below)
Offi ce: 704-333-4961
Email: preschool@htgo.org
Directors: Cindy Balatsias

704-502-3859
Maria Kleto
704-564-5842

The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Foundation (HTGOF) held its first 
meeting of 2020 on January 29 in the 
Nixon Archival Library at 600 East 
Boulevard.  The Trustees traditionally 
meet quarterly with a fi fth meeting in 
December.

Two signifi cant accomplishments of 
this meeting were: 

1. Approval to pay $25,000.00 to 
Holy Trinity Cathedral’s Renovations 
Fund.  The Foundation had pledged 
$300,000.00 towards the construction 
cost of the new chapel. Along with 
AHEPA Mara thon  Chapte r  #2 
Foundation’s donation of $200,000.00, 
the two Foundations shared the naming 
rights for that part of the project. The 
Holy Trinity Foundation had made an 
initial donation of $50,000.00 in 2016. 
That was followed by $175,000.00 in 
2017, then $25,000.00 each in 2018 
and 2019. This payment in February 
brought the total to the total pledged 
amount of $300,000.00.

2.Assignments to the Permanent 
C o m m i t t e e s .  T h e  F o u n d a t i o n 
established three permanent committees 
in 2017. The purpose was to allow 
the trustees to focus on an area of 
interest to them personally and that 
has a big impact on the work of the 
Foundation. The committees and this 
year’s members are:

Benefactors & Grantees: Watson 
(Chair); Hondros; Thomopoulos; 
Ziozios
Finance & Investments: Zogzas (Chair); 
Andrinopoulos; Cavalaris
Executive & Governance: Ziozios 
(Chair); Watson; Zogzas

The Foundation was established in 
1973 as an endowment fund and is a 
501c3 not-for-profi t entity. All funds 
received as memorials or donations are 
added to the fund and are not available 
to be spent by the trustees. Only the gain 
from the investment of those funds (for 
example, dividends and interest, capital 
gains) can be disbursed by the trustees 
for causes specified in the original 
establishing documents (the indenture).

The Trustees are elected by the 
members in good standing of Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 
Charlotte, NC. They serve for a fi ve 
year term. This year’s trustees (last year 
of term) are: Dr. George Andrinopoulos 
(2024), James Cavalaris (2022), John 
Hondros (2020), Peter Thomopoulos 
(2021), George Watson, III (2023), 
Andreas Ziozios (2021), and George 
Zogzas (2024). The members elected 
Andreas Ziozios, Chairman, George 
Watson, Vice Chairman, and George 
Zogzas, Secretary-Treasurer.

Note: The writer is editor of The Voice

HOLy TRINITy GREEK ORTHODOX FOUNDATION
by George Zogzas

The Preschool will be selling Luminaries for Holy Week.
They will be displayed on Good Friday, April 17, 2020. 

Purchase one In Memory Of or In Honor Of.
Only $5.00 per name.
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ΜΕ ΛΑΜΠΡΟΤΗΤΑ ΓΙΟΡΤΑΣΘΗΚΕ ΣΤΟ ΣΑΡΛΟΤ Η ΗΜΕΡΑ ΤΩΝ 
ΤΡΙΩΝ ΙΕΡΑΡΧΩΝ, ΤΩΝ ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΩΝ ΓΡΑΜΜΑΤΩΝ 

ΚΑΙ ΤΗΣ ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗΣ ΓΛΩΣΣΑΣ
ΜΕ ΛΑΜΠΡΟΤΗΤΑ ΓΙΟΡΤΑΣΘΗΚΕ ΣΤΟ ΣΑΡΛΟΤ Η ΗΜΕΡΑ ΤΩΝ 

ΤΡΙΩΝ ΙΕΡΑΡΧΩΝ, ΤΩΝ ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΩΝ ΓΡΑΜΜΑΤΩΝ 
ΚΑΙ ΤΗΣ ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗΣ ΓΛΩΣΣΑΣ

Μεγάλη επιτυχία είχε η τριπλή λαμπρή γιορτή της Ημέρας των Τριών 
Ιεραρχών, των Ελληνικών Γραμμάτων και της Ελληνικής Γλώσσας που 
πραγματοποιήθηκε από τους 106 μαθητές του Ελληνικού Σχολείου Αγίας 
Τριάδας, τους 740 μαθητές της Ακαδημίας Σωκράτη, τους Έλληνες 
εκπαιδευτικούς των δύο αυτών και με τη συμμετοχή ενός μεγάλου αριθμού 
γονέων και φίλων της ευρύτερης περιοχής του Σάρλοτ. 

Την προσευχή έναρξης και την πανηγυρική ομιλία για τη δράση, το πνευματικό 
και κοινωνικό έργο και τις αρετές των οικουμενικών διδασκάλων των Τριών 
Ιεραρχών έκαναν ο προϊστάμενος του Καθεδρικού Ναού Αγίας Τριάδας  π. Βασίλειος 
και ο π. Ιωνάθαν. Για τη σπουδαιότητα της γιορτής των Ελληνικών Γραμμάτων 
μίλησαν ο νέος πρόεδρος του Εκκλησιαστικού Συμβουλίου κ. Παναγιώτης 
Θωμόπουλος, η πρόεδρος του Συλλόγου Γονέων και οι εκπαιδευτικοί απόπ τα δυο 
σχολεία. Όλοι τους εξήραν τη διαχρονική αξία των ελληνικών γραμμάτων, της 
ελληνικής γλώσσας και του συγγραφικού έργου των Τριών Ιεραρχών. Οι μαθητές 
διάβασαν αποσπάσματα από τα αξεπέραστα συγγραφικά έργα των Τριών Ιεραρχών 
καθώς και βραβευμένων με Νόμπελ Ελλήνων ποιητών, απήγγειλαν ποιήματα και 
χόρεψαν με υπερηφάνεια ελληνικούς παραδοσιακούς χορούς καταχειροκροτούμενοι 
από γονείς, παππούδες, γιαγιάδες και πλήθος κόσμου που κατέκλεισε τη μεγάλη 
αίθουσα εκδηλώσεων.

Τέλος, ο διευθυντής του σχολείου συνεχάρη τους μαθητές και γονείς για την αθρόα 
και ενθουσιώδη συμμετοχή τους και έδωσε ιδιαίτερη έμφαση στη διαχρονικότητα 
της ελληνικής γλώσσας και του υπέρλαμπου ελληνικού πολιτισμού.

Κατά τη διάρκεια της θαυμάσιας αυτής εκδήλωσης απονεμήθηκαν τα 
Πιστοποιητικά Ελληνομάθειας στους μαθητές που πέτυχαν στις Εξετάσεις 
Ελληνομάθειας 2019, τιμήθηκαν οι ιερείς μας και οι καταξιωμένοι εκπαιδευτικοί.

Αναμνηστικό στιγμιότυπο από  την απονομή των Πιστοποιητικών Ελληνομάθειας 
2019 στους  επιτυχόντες μαθητές της ευρύτερης Ελληνοαμερικανικής μας κοινότητας,

 η οποία πραγματοποιήθηκε στην αίθουσα «Φαίδων Κωνσταντινίδης» 
του Καθεδρικού Ναού Αγίας Τριάδας. 

Στιγμιότυπα από την εκδήλωση απονομής των Πιστοποιητικών Ελληομάθειας 2019 
που πραγματοποιήθηκε στην Ακαδημία Σωκράτη. Οι επιτυχόντες είναι μαθητές της 

Ακαδημίας - Ελληνόπουλα και παιδιά διαφόρων άλλων εθνικοτήτων.
Ο ευεργέτης αλλά και χορηγός του καλοκαιρινού εκπαιδευτικού ταξιδίου των μαθητών 
της 7ης τάξης στην Ελλάδα, κ. Δημ. Τάσιος, ήταν ο κύριος ομιλιτής της και δέχεται 

τις ευχαριστίες αντιπροσώπων των μαθητών που πήγαν στην Ελλάδα 

Στη συνέχεια, προσφέρθηκαν, εκ μέρους της κοινότητας, τα ελληνοβρετανικά 
λεξικά στους μαθητές της Β’ Τάξης και με την ευχή «Αιέν Αριστεύειν».

Τέλος, ο π. Βασίλειος, ο πρόεδρος του Δ.Σ., ο διευθυντής και η νέα πρόεδρος 
του Συλλόγου απένειμαν Τιμητική Πλακέτα στην κ. Μαρία Πάππα, ως ελάχιστο 
δείγμα αναγνώρισης των πολύτιμων εθελοντικών υπηρεσιών της τόσο προς το 
Σύλλογο Γονέων και Διδασκάλων, στον οποίον υπηρέτησε ως πρόεδρος κατα 
τη σχολική χρονιά 2018-2019, όσο και προς τους μαθητές και εκπαιδευτικούς 
του σχολείου γενικότερα. Επίσης, εκφράσθηκαν θερμές ευχαριστίες προς τον κ. 
Κώστα Ελ. Περούλα για τη συνεχιζόμενη ετήσια δωρεάν προσφορά του θαυμάσιου 
γεύματος καθώς και στους μαγείρους αλλά και σε όλες εκείνες τις οικογένειες που 
ενεργά υποστηρίζουν το σχολείο με τις αφιλοκερδείς τους υπηρεσίες αλλά και τις 
χρηματικές τους δωρεές για την εκπλήρωση των θεάρεστων στόχων του.

Νέα & Φωνές του Ελληνικού Σχολείου Αγίας Τριάδας
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Thank you to the following members for their 2019 Stewardship contributions
Mr. Nick Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Apostolos Alataris
Mr. & Mrs. Stylianos Alatsis
Mr. & Mrs. Gerasimos Alexatos
Mrs. Sandra Anastes
Mrs. Aphroula Anderson
Ms. Lula Andrews
Ms. Julie Andrews
Mr. & Mrs. George Andrews
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Andrews
Mrs. Joanna Andrinopoulos
Dr. George Andrinopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Andritsogiannis
Mr. George K. Andros
Mr. & Mrs. Nickolas Antonakakis
Mrs. Kathy Antoniou
Mr. Nick Apostolopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitri Apostolopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Ares Artemes
Dr. & Mrs. Jim Arter
Mr.& Mrs. George Asikis
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Asprogiannis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Athanas
Mr. & Mrs. George Athans
Mr. & Mrs. George Athens
Ms. Joni Elayne Austin
Mr. Kostas G. Bacogeorge
Mr. & Mrs. George Bacogeorge
Mr. & Mrs. Vasileios Bakatsias
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Bakatsias
Mr. & Mrs. Stavros Bakirtzis
Mrs. Nickie Bakis
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bakis
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bakis
Mr. & Mrs. George Bakogiannis
Mr. & Mrs. John Bakos
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Bakousis
Mr. John T. Balatsias
Mrs. Maria Balatsias
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Balatsias
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Battah
Mr. & Mrs. Virgil Baucom
Mr. & Mrs. Trae Beall
Mr. & Mrs. Kosta Beckas
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Beckman
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Beelaert
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos V. Beligrinis
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Beligrinis
Mr. & Mrs. George K. Beligrinis
Ms. Constance Bellios
Mrs. Christina Besseas
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Bikas
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Bikas
Mrs. Eleni Bingham
Ms. Agatha D. Bisbikis
Mr. & Mrs. John Bisbikis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Bisbikis
Mr. & Mrs. Pavlos Bisbikis
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Bisbikis
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Bisbikis
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Bisig
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Blathras
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Boardman
Mrs. Anna Boca
Mr. & Mrs. Rocky Alexander Bostian
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Boukidis
Mr. & Mrs. Alexandros Brikas
Mr. & Mrs. Theofilos Brikas
Mr. & Mrs. Max Bronisevsky
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bruce
Mr. & Mrs. Chadwick Buie
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Burgess
Mrs. Alice Burlos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Burlos
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Burlos
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Calagis
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Callis
Ms. Kate Caltis
Mrs. Hariklia Canoutas

Mr. Harry Thomas Cavalaris
Mr. & Mrs. James Cavalaris
Mr. Edward Chaconas
Mrs. Alice Chagaris
Mr. & Mrs. Dionysios Chaudhary
Mrs. Katherine Chicklistas
Ms. Stamatia Chinoporou
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Chirgott
Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Christenbury
Mr. & Mrs. John Christodoulias
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Christodoulias
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Christodoulias
Mr. & Mrs. George Christopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Clonaris
Mrs. Nick Collias
Dr. Bess Collins
Mr. & Mrs. James Collis
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Constantelos
 Mrs. Valentine Constantinidis
Mr. & Mrs. Cornell Constantinidis
Mr. & Mrs. James Conte
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Conti
Ms. Rebecca Cooke
Mr. & Mrs. George Copsis
Mr. George C. Copsis
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Copsis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris G. Copsis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris S. Copsis
Mr. George G. Costas, III
Mr. Peter P. Couchell
Mr. & Mrs. John N. Couchell
Mr. & Mrs. George Couchell
Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Couchell
Mrs. Katherine Currence
Mr. & Mrs. Savvas Damalos
Mr. & Mrs. Andonios Damalos
Mrs. Amelia Danikas
Mr. & Mrs. Evagelos Datseris
Mr. & Mrs. John Datseris
Mr. & Mrs. William Davis, III
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Davis
Mr. & Mrs. William Dean
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Dean
Mrs. Dorothea Delano
Mr. Mathew Demetriades
Mr. & Mrs. George Demopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Denaux
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Diamantis
Mr. Stelios Diamantopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. George Diamantopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. George Diatzikis
Mr. & Mrs. Nicos Dimitriou
Ms. Roxanna Dimitriu
Ms. Bessie Dimos
Mr. George Dizes
Drs. Peter and Chasse Dorton
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Douglas
Mr. & Mrs. George  Douglas
Mr. & Mrs. George Doulaveris
Mr. & Mrs. Zacharias Doulaveris
Mr. & Mrs. John Doulaveris
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Dounis
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Dozier
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Drosinis
Mr. Vasilios Drosinis
Mr. Demetri Drosinis
Mrs. Alice Drosinis
Mr. & Mrs. John Dross
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Drew Dudley
Ms. Jamie Dugo
Mrs. Tina Dukes
Mrs. Chris Economides, Jr.
Mr. Theodore Ekonomon
Mrs. Bessie Ekonomon
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis Elefandis
Caitlyn Elf & William Swofford
Mr. Elias Elia
Mr. & Mrs. James Emmanuel
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Emmanuel

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Entas
Mrs. Anna Entas
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Euripides
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Evgenitakis
Mrs. Elefteria Exarchos
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Exarhos
Mrs. Alene Fadel
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Fagan
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fairclough
Mr. & Mrs. William Falconer
Mr. & Mrs. Mason Fargis
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Farrell
Mrs. Helen Fleggas
Ms. Constance Forlidas
Mrs. Betty Forlidas
Ms. Debbie V. Forniotis
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy N. Forniotis
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Fortos
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Fotinos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fotinos
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Fotinos
Mr. & Mrs. John Fourtounis
Mr. & Mrs. Georgios Fourtounis
Mr. & Mrs. John Fragakis
Mr. & Mrs. George Frangos
Ms. Kathryn Frank
Mr. & Mrs. Nate Fuller
Mrs. Maria Galatas
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Galatas
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Gallis
Mr. George Gallis
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Gallis
Mrs. Athena Gavrilis
Mr. & Mrs. George Gavrilis
Athanasios Georgalis & Anna Pappas
Mrs. Ekaterini Georgiou
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Georgiou
Mr. & Mrs. John Georgopoulos
Mrs. Helen Georgopoulos
Mr. John P. Georgoulakos
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Georgoulias
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Georgoulias
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Gianiks
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Giannibas
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Giannibas
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Giannikas
Ms. Connie Gianopulos
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Gillette
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Giotis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gorak
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Goumas
Alexandra Grasos & David Holland
Mr. & Mrs. J. Clifford Greene, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Gregory
Mr. & Mrs. George Gregory
Mrs. Bess Gurley
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hadley
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Halas
Mr. & Mrs. Gus D. Halas
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Harakas
Mr. & Mrs. Andre Harakas
Mrs. Elaine Haskell
Dr. & Mrs. George Hatsios
Mrs. Becky Havelos
Ms. Shannon Hefferon
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Hefner
Mrs. Rosemary Kremidas Hendrix
Mrs. Maria Heracklis
Mr. & Mrs. John Holevas
Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Holevas
Dr. & Mrs. John Holevas
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Holevas
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Holevas
Mrs. Helen Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Hondros
Mr. & Mrs. Nick A. Hondros
Mr. & Mrs. Nick D. Hondros
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hondros
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Hondros

Dr. & Mrs. Takie Hondros
Mr. & Mrs. Athanasios Housiadas
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Housiadas
Mr. & Mrs. George J. Housiadas
Mr. & Mrs. George S. Housiadas
Ms. Joanna Housiadas
Mr. Kostas S. Housiadas
Mr. & Mrs. Serafim A. Housiadas
Mr. & Mrs. Serafim S. Housiadas
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Housiadas
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Sokratis Hrisikos
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Hubbard
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Ioannidis
Mr. Frank Irete
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ivros
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Johns
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Mihalis Kabouris
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Kakavitsas
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kakavitsas
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Kakavitsas
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Kakavitsas
Mr. Nikolaos Kakavitsas
Mr. & Mrs. Petros Kakavitsas
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kakouras
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kakouras
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Kakouras
Mr. & Mrs. Stavros Kakouras
Drs. Tommy & Melissa Kakouras
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Kalevas
Ms. Kiki Kalevas
Mr. & Mrs. Spero Kalevas
Mr. & Mrs. Alexandros Kalimeris
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Kallelis
Mr. Christos Kalopitas
Mr. George Kalopitas
Mr. & Mrs. Ilias Kalopitas
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Kaloudis
Mr. & Mrs. Petros Kaloudis
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo J. Kaltsounis
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo J. Kaltsounis
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo T. Kaltsounis
Mr. & Mrs. Frank A. Kaltsounis
Mr. & Mrs. Lambros Kaltsounis
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Kaltsounis
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kaltsounis
Mr. George G. Kamos
Mr. & Mrs. George Kanellakis
Mrs. Pete Kanellopoulos
Mrs. Kathy Kanellopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Athanasios Kanellos
Mrs. Georgia Kanos
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Kanos
Ms. Marina Kanos
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Kanos
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Kantsios
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Kapantais
Mr. & Mrs. Sarantos Kaperonis
Ms. Phyllis Kaperonis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kaperonis
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Kaperonis
Ms. Stella Karadimas
Mr. & Mrs. Serafim Karagiannis
Mr. & Mrs. Hristoforos Karagiannis
Mr. & Mrs. John Karagiannis
Mr. & Mrs. Evan Karagias
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew P. Karagounis
Ms. Evdoxia Gloria Karagounis
Mr. & Mrs. George Karagounis
Ms. Penelope G. Karagounis
Ms. Penny Karagounis
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Karagounis
Mrs. Vivian Karampourniotis
Mr. & Mrs. Vaki Karampourniotis
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Karapanos
Mr. Paul Kardous
Mr. & Mrs. Khalil Kardous
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Karnazes

Ms. Evelyn Karras
Mrs. Jeanne Pappas Karras
Mrs. Nick P. Karras
Mr. Christopher S. Karres
Mr. & Mrs. George Karres
Mrs. Georgia Karres
Mr. Matthew J. Karres
Mr. Matthew S. Karres
Mr. & Mrs. Nick J. Karres
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Karres
Ms. Emmy Karris
Mrs. Gus Karris
Mrs. Joanna Kartsonis
Spiro Kartsonis & Georgia Madouros
Charlie Karukstis & Eve Psilopoulos
Mr. Nickolaos D. Karvounis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kastanas
Mr. & Mrs. John Kastanas
Mr. & Mrs. Nick P. Kastanas
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kastanas
Mr. & Mrs. Paris Kastanis
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Kastriches
Mr. & Mrs. James Kastriches
Mr. & Mrs. George Katergaris
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Katopodis
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Katopodis
Mr. John W. Katopodis
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Katopodis
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Katopodis
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Katopodis
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Katopodis
Mr. & Mrs. Art Katopodis
Mrs. Maria K. Katsadouros
Mr. Alexandros Katsaduros
Mr. & Mrs. Pandelis Katsaduros
Mr. Bill G. Katsanos
Ms. Effie Katsanos
Mr. & Mrs. Chris G. Katsanos
Ms. Tina Katsanos
Mr. & Mrs. George Katsanos
Mr. & Mrs. Nikolaos D. Katsanos
Mr. John Katsikes
Mr. Michael Katsikes
Mr. & Mrs. Constantinos Katsoudas
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Kefalas
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Kefalas
Mrs. Nick Kefalas
Mr. & Mrs. John Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Kendrick
Mr. & Mrs. Athanasios Kerchoulas
Mrs. Helen Keretsis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Keretsis
Mrs. Toula Keretsis
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Key
Mrs. Kay Keziah
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Keziah
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Klein
Dr. & Mrs. Athanasios Kleitches
Dr. Serafim Kleitches
Mr. & Mrs. John Kleto
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Kleto
Mrs. Tom Kleto
Mrs. Bett Kofinas
Mr. & Mrs. George Kokalis
Dr. & Mrs. Dennis Kokenes
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kolovos
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kondilis
Mr. & Mrs. George Koniditsiotis
Mr. & Mrs. Jim N. Kontos
Mr. Nicholas Markos Kontos
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Kontoulas
Miss Erica Kontoulas
Mr. & Mrs. John Kontoulas
Mr. & Mrs. John Korinis
Mr. & Mrs. George Koskinas
Mr. Gus Koskinas
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Koskinas
Mr. & Mrs. Zisis Kostantinis
Mr. & Mrs. John Kostopoulos
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Mr. & Mrs. Christos Kotrotsios
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro C. Kotrotsios
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Kotrotsios
Ms. Cecelia Kotsipias
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Kotsokalis
Mr. & Mrs. George Koufaliotis
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Koufaliotis
Mr. & Mrs. Spero Koufaliotis
Mr. & Mrs. Dionysios Koukoutsis
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Koukoutsis
Ms. Maria Koulouris
Mr. Mike Koulouris
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Koulpasis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetre Kourakos
Ms. Christine Koutsogeorgas
Mr. & Mrs. George Koutsogeorgas
Ms. Mary Koutsogeorgas
Ms. Zoi Koutsogoulas
Mrs. Frances Koutsokalis
Mr. Tommy Koutsokalis
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Koutsokalis
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Koutsokalis
Mr. George Koutsopoulos
Mrs. Lula Kouvaris
Mr. George G. Kroustalis
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Kroustalis
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kuletz
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kurani
Mr. & Mrs. Leonidas Kyriazis
Ms. Maria Labrakis
Mr. Paul Labrakis
Mr. & Mrs. Erjon Laci
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Lahanas
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Lainis
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Lazaridis
Mr. & Mrs. John Leak, IV
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Leclerc
Mr. George A. Leventis
Mr. & Mrs. George P. Leventis
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Liagas
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Liagas
Mr. George Liakakos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Liapis
Mr. & Mrs. George Liapis
Dr. & Mrs. George Limbanovnos
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis Lironis
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Lowder
Dr. & Mrs. Albert M. Lyles
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Madeckas
Mr. & Mrs. Kyriakos Magoulas
Mr. & Mrs. John Mahairas
Mr. Peter John Mahairas
Mrs. Peter Mahairas
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Makkas
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Makrigiannis
Mr. Pete Makrigiannis
Mr. & Mrs. John Malatras
Mr. & Mrs. George Mallos
Ms. Tassie Mandanis
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Mandrapilias
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Manolakis
Mr. & Mrs. George Manousos
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Mantekas
Ms. Eleni Mantis
Mrs. Elisavet Mantis
Mr. & Mrs. George Mantis
Mrs. Nikolaos Mantis
Mr. Pantelis Mantis
Ms. Diane Marcus
Ms. Irene Marcus
Mrs. Margaret Margiotis
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy J. Margiotis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Marinakos
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Marros
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Masouras
Mrs. Bessie Matalas
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Matalas
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Mathes

Mr. & Mrs. Gerard McCabe
Mrs. Sophia McClurd
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford McGinnis
Mr. & Mrs. Brad McMinn
Ms. Anna Maria Medvid
Dr. & Mrs. Jim Meletiou
Ms. Christina Melissaris
Mr. & Mrs. Costas Melissaris
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Melissaris
Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Mettasophia
Mrs. Elaine Michaels
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Mihelakis
Mrs. Chrisoula Miller
Dr. Evan Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Miller
Mrs. Peter T. Milliones
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Milonas
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Minakakis
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Minakakis
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Mingo
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Mitrou
Mr. & Mrs. Fotios Mitsos
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Moffat
Ms. Irina Monzolevskaya
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Morais
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Morgan
Mr. Marc Morris
Ms. Sara Morris
Mrs. Sula Morrow
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Moutogiannis
Mr. Tryfon Moutselos
Mr. & Mrs. Theofilos Moutselos
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios C. Nakos
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Nasios
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Neary
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Nickolopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. George Nickols
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Nikopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Nikopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Nikopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. George S. Nikopoulos
Ms. Maria Nikopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Nikopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Serafim Nikopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Nixon
Mrs. Margaret Nixon
Mr. Nick X. Nixon
Mr. Sam Nixon
Mr. Theophani C. Nixon
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Nixon
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry O’Keefe
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Oxendine
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Pakuris
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Panagiotopoulos
Ms. Bessie Panos
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Panos
Mr. Sam Panou
Mr. & Mrs. Ioannis Pantazis
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Panteliodis
Anastasios Papadopoulos and
Grigoria Tsouli
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Papaevagelou
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitris Papageorgiou
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Papakostas
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Papanastasiou
Ms. Lucy Pappadakes
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Pappas
Mrs. Cora Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Dino M. Pappas
Ms. Ellen Pappas
Mrs. Helen Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. George Pappas
Ms. Georgia A. Pappas
Mr. Gus Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Pappas
Ms. Maria Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Pappas

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Pappas
Ms. Patrice Pappas
Mr. Pete J. Pappas
Mr. Peter A. Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Theo Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. James Parthenakis
Mr. Jim G. Patronis
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Patronis
Mr. & Mrs. Connie M. Pavlakos
Mr. & Mrs. Antonis Pavlopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. Dean J. Peroulas
Mr. George Peroulas
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Peroulas
Mr. Nikolaos Peroulas
Mrs. Pete Peroulas
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Peterson
Mr. Dimitri Petropoulos
Mr. & Mrs. James Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Photopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. George Photopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Photopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Panos Photopoulos
Ms. Anna Pihakis
Mr. & Mrs. Gerasimos Pistiolis
Mr. Harris Pistiolis
Miss Margarita Pistiolis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Pistiolis
Mr. & Mrs. Serafim Pistiolis
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Pistolis
Ms. Christianna Pistolis
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Pistolis
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Pistolis
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Pistolis
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Pistolis
Mrs. Vickie Pistolis
Ms. Joanna Pitsikoulis
Mr. & Mrs. Stacy Pitsikoulis
Ms. Kathy Pittman
Mrs. Maria Plakas
Mr. & Mrs. James Plyler
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Polemides
Mr. John Polites
Mr. Pete Politis
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Politis
Mr. Angelo A. Politis
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Politis
Deacon & Mrs. George Politis
Mr. & Mrs. Louie Pete Politis
Mr. Nikolaos G. Politis
Mr. & Mrs. John Polonyfis
Mr. Andrew Polyzos
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Poulimenos
Mr. Antonios Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Poulos
Mr. Hristos Poulos
Ms. Agathi Poulos
Mr. Rula Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. George Poulos
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Poulos
Mr. Deno Pourlos
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Pourlos
Mrs. Jimmie Pourlos
Mrs. Aliki Prassas
Mr. & Mrs. John Prassas
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Prassas
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Prentzas
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Preusse
Ms. Angeline Psillos
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Psomadakis
Mr. & Mrs. Ricardo Quiroz
Ms. Diane Ramsay
Ms. Angeliki Raptis
Mrs. Hrisoula Raptis
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Raptis
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Reedy
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Reis
Mr. & Mrs. George Retsios

Mrs. Antonia Rigas
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Rigas
Mr. Christos Rizos
Mr. & Mrs. John Rizos
Mr. Nicholas Rizos
Mr. Panagiotis Rizos
Mrs. Thaedra Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. John Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Rodriguez
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Rooker
Olga Rosenbalm
Ms. Stephanie Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Pericles Roussis
Dr. & Mrs. Perry Roy
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Rudella
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rudella
Mr. & Mrs. Caleb Russell
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Salas
Dr. & Mrs. Terry Sarantou
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Saunders
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Schell
Dr. Kevin Sharkey & Thaleia Teli
Mr. John Shelton
Evangelos Siamos and
Elefteria Sklavenitis
Mr. & Mrs. Panagiotis Sikiotis
Mr. Joannis Sitaras
Mrs. Eleftherios Sitaras
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Sitaras
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Skarlatos
Mr. George Skenteris
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Skenteris
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Skevofilax
Mr. & Mrs. Stephanos Skiouris
Mrs. Christina Skiouris
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Skipper
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Skotidas
Mr. & Mrs. James Slawter
Mrs. Konstandinos Smaragdis
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Sohoritis
Mr. & Mrs. Aristotel Soutzos
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Spero
Mr. Peter Spero
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Spetz
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Stambolitis
Mr. & Mrs. John Stambolitis
Mr. & Mrs. George Stamoulis
Ms. Aleki Stassinos
Mrs. Evangelos Stassinos
Ms. Debbie Stathakis
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Stathis
Mr. Andreas Stathopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Stathopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Stathopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Spero Stathopoulos
Dr. & Mrs. Christopher Stephenson
Dr. & Mrs. Antonis Stylianou
Mr. & Mrs. John Tambouras
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Tasios
Mr. & Mrs. John Tassios
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Tatsis
Mrs. Nick Tatsis
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Tatsis
Mrs. Peter Tatsis
Mrs. Eleni Thanos
Mr. & Mrs. George Thanos
Mrs. Maria Theofanidis
Ms. Deborah Thevaos
Dr. & Mrs. G. Philip Thevaos
Dr. Theo Thevaos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Thomopoulos
Ms. Kiki Tingas
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Traina
Mr. & Mrs. John Triantis
Ms. Maria Triantis
Mr. & Mrs. Demetrios Troupes
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Tsalavoutis

Mr. & Mrs. John Tsefrikas
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Tsiabassis
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Tsiamis
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Tsiamis
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Tsiaras
Mr. & Mrs. Spiro Tsiaras
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Tsiolkas
Ms. Angela Tsioumas
Ms. Sophia Tsokanis
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Tsoulos
Mr. George Tsoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Tsoulos
Mr. & Mrs. John Tsoulos
Rev. & Mrs. Vasileios Tsourlis
Mrs. Toula Tsouroudiakakis
Mr. & Mrs. John Tsumas
Mrs. Stanley Tzannis
Mr. Vasilios Tzioros
Mr. & Mrs. George Tzioros
Ms. Elizabeth Ulrich
Mr. & Mrs. Ange Vahamikos
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Van Dell
Mr. & Mrs. Henk-Jan Van-Ettekoven
Mr. & Mrs. George Vasiliadis
Mr. & Mrs. Bill J. Vastis
Ms. Demetra Vastis
Mr. & Mrs. George N. Vastis
Mrs. Harriet Vastis
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Vastis
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Vastis
Mr. & Mrs. Perry Vastis
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Vastis
Mr. & Mrs. George Velonis
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Vlahos
Mr. George N. Vlahos
Rev. & Mrs. Tommy Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Vlahos
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Vrettos
Dr. Vrochides & Mrs. Landry
Dr. & Mrs. Francis W. Wachter
Mr. & Mrs. David Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. John Waldmann
Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Walker
Mr. & Mrs. George Watson
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Wheatley
Mr. & Mrs. Kyriakos White
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Wixon
Mrs. Theodora Xanthos
Mr. & Mrs. George Xyrafakis
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Yamalis
Mr. & Mrs. John Yankoglu
Mr. & Mrs. George Yeorgoulias
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Yiottis
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Yiottis
Mr. Peter Yiottis
Ms. Tessie Yiottis
Ms. Eleni Zacharopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Zaharakis
Mr. & Mrs. George Zaharopoulos
Mr. John Zaharopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Lambros Zaharopoulos
Mrs. Toula Zaharopoulos
Mr. George Zangotsis
Mr. & Mrs. John Zaravelis
Mr. & Mrs. James Zarokostas
Mr. & Mrs. Andreas Zavalis
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Zehia
Mrs. Catherine Zenie
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Ziozios
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Ziozios
Mr. & Mrs. Panos Ziozios
Mr. & Mrs. George Zogzas

Thank you to the following members for their 2019 Stewardship contributions

Please send in your 
completed 2020 

Stewardship form
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           Funeral Service

FAMILY OWNED  ….We will come to you making planning easier. 

Ken Poe, Owner Ken Poe, OwnerAndrew Bahanovich  
Director 

 

1321 Berkeley Avenue, Charlotte, NC  28204 
704-641-7606    www.KennethPoeServices.com 

“Dedicated to Serving the Greek Orthodox Community” 

 

Ken has served  
 the community for 
more than 30 years 
and is now joined 
by Andrew, who is 

Orthodox. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Dimitra (Tula) Kourakos 
12104 Copper Way Suite 100 | Charlotte, NC 28277 
 
Website: www.homes4Charlotte.com 
Email: dkourakos1@gmail.com 
Facebook: SellingCharlotteHomes-Dimitra Tula Kourakos 

 

704-641-9996 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyTrinityGreekOrthodoxCathedralCharlotte   @holytrinitycharlotte                                 Holy Trinity Cathedral Charlotte
GET SOCIAL WITH HOLY TRINITY


