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WHAT’S INSIDE THIS ISSUE....Our Mission 
Our Mission is to 
become faithful 

followers of Christ 
and thus active Greek 
Orthodox Christians 

by accepting and 
submitting to the Will 
of our Lord so that we 
may realize salvation 

and enter into the 
Kingdom of God.

Our Vision: With the Grace of God, to provide a loving and caring Community where all belong to Christ,  
through worship, sacramental life, everyday spiritual discipline, sanctification, education, witness and fellowship.
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December 24, 2016:  Visiting hierarch celebrates the Forefeast of the Nativity.  Pictured, l-r, Fr. Vasileios, Deacon George, His 
Grace Bishop Gregory of Nyssa, and Fr. Theodore.
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Hello again everybody,
The construction of the church is almost finished.  When 

completed, we will have one of the most beautiful churches 
in Charlotte.  I am very proud to have taken photographs 
of the church project from the beginning to the end. 

Congratulations to the newly elected Parish Council and 
Foundation members.

YiaYia’s Kitchen fundraising luncheon was a big success 
again this year.  Congratulations to the Preschool.  Also 
I want to report that this year Sunday and Greek school 
programs have very high attendance.

We at the Voice Staff want to thank everybody that 
contributes articles for the paper.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Angelo Pete Politis

As of January 1st, we will not be 
passing trays during the Liturgy except for 
big holidays.   However, the Church still 
needs your offerings.  Please place your 
offerings for Stewardship, Renovation, 
Candles, and other general offerings in 
the baskets in the Narthex.  We have 
special envelopes for Stewardship and 
Renovations in the Narthex for you to 
designate what your donations are for.  
Remember, Renovation donations are 
separate from Stewardship and both are 
very important.  Take a few envelopes 
home with you to have ready for when 
you come to the Church.

In the same way we take care of our 
homes, we need to take care of our 
Church.
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Remarks From
Father Vasileios

«Σήμερον ὁ Χριστός, ἐν Βηθλεέμ 
γεννᾶται ἐκ Παρθένου. Σήμερον 
ὁ ἄναρχος ἄρχεται  καί  ὁ  Λόγος 
σ α ρ κ ο ῦ τ α ι .  Α ἱ  δ υ ν ά μ ε ι ς  τ ῶ ν 
οὐρανῶν ἀγάλλονται καί ἡ γῆ σύν 
τοῖς  ἀνθρώποις  εὐφραίνεται .  Οἱ 
Μάγοι τά δῶρα προσφέρουσιν· ἡμεῖς 
δέ ἀκαταπαύστως βοῶμεν·Δόξα ἐν 
ὑψίστοις Θεῷ, καί ἐπί γῆς εἰρήνη, ἐν 
ἀνθρώποις εὐδοκία».

Με αυτούς τους λόγους, αγαπητοί 
μου εν Κυρίω αδελφοί και αγαπημένα 
μου  πα ιδ ιά ,  ο  υμνογράφος  της 
Ορθοδόξου Εκκλησίας μας Ιωάννης 
ο Μοναχός διαλαλεί, κηρύσσει και 
διεγείρει  όλες τ ις  φυλές και  τ ις 
γλώσσες των ανθρώπων, τούς «ἐν 
σκιᾷ καί σκότει καθημένους» κατά το 
λόγο της Αγίας Γραφής, ότι ο Σωτήρας 
του κόσμου «ἐν Βηθλεέμ γεννᾶται 
ἐκ Παρθένου», ότι «οἱ δυνάμεις τῶν 
οὐρανῶν ἀγάλλονται καί ἡ γῆ σύν τοῖς 
ἀνθρώποις εὐφραίνεται …».

Και τίθεται το ερώτημα, αδελφοί 
μου: ευφραίνεται η γη; Αγάλλονται 
οι άνθρωποι στις μέρες μας; Αφού 
και πάλι σκοτάδι στην πολυστένακτη 
α ν θ ρ ω π ό τ η τ α  ε π ι κ ρ α τ ε ί .  Α φ ο ύ 
εμφύλιοι πόλεμοι γίνονται και ποταμοί 
αίματος ρέουν και σαρκοβόρα όρνεα 

by Father Vasileios Tsourlis
Dean of the Cathedral 

και θηρία του δρυμού κατασπαράσουν 
την εικόνα του Θεού, την οποία η 
θηριωδία και η απανθρωπιά του 
ανθρώπου σκοτώνει!

Μήπως, λοιπόν, δεν γεννήθηκε ο 
Χριστός; Μήπως δεν ήλθε η σωτηρία; 
Μήπως οι τρείς μάγοι εξ’ ανατολής, οι 
αγνοί ποιμένες και το άστρο οδηγός 
είναι μύθος; Και, άρα, αδίκως κτυπούν 
πανηγυρικώς οι καμπάνες των Ιερών 
Ναών απανταχού της οικουμένης και 
οι επί είκοσι και πλέον αιώνες, γενεές 
των ανθρώπων αγάλλουν, υμνούν και 
πανηγυρίζουν γεγονός ανύπαρκτο 
και της φαντασίας υπερφάνταστης 
μυθοπλασία;

Η  Γ έ ν ν η σ ι ς  τ ο υ  Χ ρ ι σ τ ο ύ , 
α γ α π η τ ο ί  μ ο υ  α δ ε λ φ ο ί ,  ε ί ν α ι 
γε γ ο ν ό ς  μ ε μ α ρ τ υ ρ υ μ έ ν ο  « π ᾶ σ ι 
τοῖς  ἀνθρώποις»!  Είναι  γεγονός 
μ ο ν α δ ι κ ό ,  α ν ε π α ν ά λ η π τ ο  κ α ι 
αξεπέραστο! Γι’ αυτό και διεγείρει 
τόσο έντονη εορταστική διάθεση. 
Η Γέννησις του Χριστού μας είναι 
γεγονός ιστορικώς αποδεδειγμένο! 
Αλλά και  ο τόπος και  ο χρόνος 
πιστοποιημένος! «Ἐν Βηθλεέμ τῆς 
Ἰουδαίας» και επί αυτοκράτορος της 
Ρώμης, «Αὐγούστου μοναρχήσαντος», 
σημειώνουν οι ιστορικοί, η Αγία 
Γραφή και εμφαντικότατα οι ιεροί 
υμνωδοί!

Και ένα δεύτερο ερώτημα, πλέον 
επιτακτικό και αγωνιώδες, ερώτημα 
απελπισίας και αγωνίας: και, αφού 
ο Χριστός είναι ο αδιαμφισβήτητος 
άρχων της Ειρήνης, γιατί δεν υπάρχει 
ειρήνη, γιατί δεν επικρατεί αδελφοσύνη, 
θυσιαστική αγάπη, φιλανθρωπία 
και αλληλοσυμπαράσταση; Αφού 
ο Χριστός είναι ο ένας και μόνος 
Σωτήρας του κόσμου, η ελπίδα και 
η απολύτρωση, γιατί κυριαρχούν 
μίση και  φθόνοι ,  ακαταστασίες 
κα ι  υποδουλώσε ις ,  εξορ ίες  κα ι 
ξεριζωμός, προσφυγιά και πόνος, 
πείνα και δυστυχία, κατατρεγμός και 
αλληλοσπαραγμός; Γιατί; Γιατί;

2334 South Blvd
704-523-8608

www.cannonpharmacies.com

  •  Free Delivery
  •  15% off Every 3rd of the Month 
      on all non-Prescription Items
  •  Drive Thru
  •  Durable Medical Equipment
  •  Six Month Supply Discount
    •  US Post Office 

PRAISES FOR 
THE CHOIR

January 3, 2017
Dr Thevaos,
Thank you very much for sharing 

your choirs' talent with the employees, 
patients and family members of Novant 
Health Presbyterian Medical Center.  
The holidays are a challenging time for 
many of our patients, family members 
and staff. The gift of music from you 
and so many other talented and generous 
Charlotte musicians helped ease some of 
their burden.

 Each year we hear from our families 
and staff about the thoughtfulness of 
those musicians that come to our hospital.  
It has been a wonderful experience for us 
to schedule your event and to work with 
you in this meaningful contribution.    

 Again, we thank you for your 
participation and hope that you will 
consider helping us celebrate the 2017 
holiday season. 

 Sincerely,
  Marcia Farroch
Marcia Farroch, Manager
Volunteer Services

The Sunday School Program 
is proud to sponsor:

Godparents Sunday,
February 5, 2017

St. John Chrysostom
Oratorical Festival
February 26, 2017

Presentations and luncheon for 
the participants and their families
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Remarks From Father 
Theodore

An Invitation to Pay 
Attention

Within the last couple of weeks, we 
have been blessed to have here at Holy 
Trinity Cathedral the fi rst meeting of the 
resurrected Young Adult Ministry.  (Side 

note #1: If you are a young adult, ages 24 to 40, come 
join us…check the bulletin for the schedule!)  We had a 
wonderful time of fellowship and discussion centered on 
a passage from the recently canonized St. Porphyrios’s 
teachings which were recorded in a book called Wounded 
by Love.  (Side note #2:  This is one of my favorite books 
and is one we have available in the bookstore!)

During this fi rst meeting, we read a selection from 
the saint’s writing “On Creation.”  St. Porphyrios said a 
number of thought provoking things such as: ”Beautiful 
moments predispose the soul to prayer” or “Nature is the 
secret gospel.”  However, one thing in particular generated 
some extra discussion.  The saint said, “Christ does not 
wish insensitive souls in his company.”  Does this not 
contradict what Christ says about desiring the salvation 
of all?

I believe that St. Porphyrios is expressing Christ’s desire 
for us to be people with sensitivity that we are to be people 
who have sensitivity to our fellow human beings and to the 
world that He created around us.  If you read the Gospels, 
you constantly see Christ attentive to those around him 
who are being overlooked.  Think of the sinners, the tax 
collectors, or Zacchaeus in the tree just to name a few.  The 

Nativity season (and really, all seasons) is an invitation to 
pay attention to the world around us.  It is incredibly easy 
to lose ourselves in our own bubbles, in our own “worlds” 
where everything around us is part of the background 
especially around Christmas time.  But the people around 
us, the world around us are not there for scenery but have 
been created by the One who Creates all things.  Christ 
does not desire to be around “insensitive” souls but ones 
who are attentive to the world around them, attentive to 
the world that He created.  This is why He repeatedly says 
in the Bible that we need to have “eyes to see” and “ears 
to hear.”  It’s not that we do not possess these parts of our 
body, but that we utilize them….utilize them to be attentive 
to what is around us.  It shouldn’t be lost on us that over 
and over in our Divine Services in the Orthodox Church we 
hear the Priest or the Deacon saying, “Πρόσχωμεν”…”Let 
us be attentive.”

Relating to all of this, we have a beautiful opportunity to 
sharpen our attentiveness right here in our own Metropolis 
of Atlanta.  A little over two hours away in South Carolina 
exists the Diakonia Center.  Many of you may be familiar 
with the Diakonia Center through the experiences that 
your children or grandchildren have had there during St. 
Stephen’s Summer Camp.  The Diakonia Center provides 
an opportunity to step away from the busyness of our lives 
and to retreat, to grow in attentiveness, to sharpen our senses 
as Christ desires from us.  It is a place of retreat and refuge 
from our busy lives.  The Diakonia Center is not just for the 
camp…there are retreats for adults, meetings, family camp, 
and other events that take place there.  It is an important part 
of our Metropolis and we have a responsibility to support this 
place which helps in the spiritual growth of so many faithful.  
In February, we will be having the Queen City Classic 
Basketball Tournament and Talent Show.  The proceeds 
from this event will go towards the Diakonia Center which 
will be a beautiful offering on the part of our Holy Trinity 
Community.  As we move forward into the new year of 
2017, let’s cultivate that wonderful place and cultivate 
our own souls to constantly be growing in attentiveness, 
attentiveness to those around us, the world around us, and 
our own spiritual lives, always and forever!

Remarks From Father 
Tommy
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by John Mahairas

PC President’s Message
Beloved Parishioners:
On behalf of myself and my family, we thank you for all the 

support and trust given to me as Holy Trinity’s 2016 Parish 
Council President.  I also thank my family for their support 
and patience during this year which has fl own by. 

Our community has had many wonderful happenings in 
2016:

--We began our long-awaited Renovations on the Courtyard 
and Cathedral.

--We had a successful 2016 Yiasou Festival.
--We welcomed a wonderful new Proistamenos– Fr. Vasileios Tsourlis.
This list is only a few of the many good things about our community.
As most of you have seen, the renovations are progressing nicely.  The completion 

date looks to be the end of January.  We will then have a beautiful courtyard, an elevator 
and ramp for the elderly and/or those in wheelchairs to help them enter the Church, a 
ramp entering Fr. C Hall, a covered walkway from the Church to the Church offi ce, 
and a new playground for our Preschool.  All this began years ago with the help of 
Mr. Michael Antonio’s seed money for a new courtyard.  He loved his Church and left 
Holy Trinity over $250,000 to go towards his dream of a new courtyard.

With the project nearing completion, we need to focus our attention on paying 
for our renovations.  So far, 28% of our families have made a donation or pledged 
to the project.  We need everyone’s help to meet our fi nancial obligations.  We need 
that number to be 100%.  Whether you give a one-time donation or give monthly, all 
donations are appreciated.  We still have pavers for you to honor or commemorate your 
family names for years to come.  Please call the offi ce staff and they can help you. 

In closing, I once again thank you, our clergy, our offi ce staff and my fellow Parish 
Council members for a wonderful year.  An experience I will cherish forever.  I grew 
up at Holy Trinity.  It is my second home so it is very special to me and my family.

Upcoming Notable Church Feast Days and Events

Friday January 6 – HOLY THEOPHANY

Thursday February 2 – PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD

Sunday February 5 – TRIODION Begins with SUNDAY OF THE 

PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE

Sunday February 12 – SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON

Saturday February 18 – SATURDAY OF SOULS

Sunday February 19 – MEATFARE – SUNDAY OF JUDGEMENT

Saturday February 25 – SATURDAY OF SOULS

Sunday February 26 – CHEESEFARE –FORGIVENESS SUNDAY

Monday February 27 – GREAT LENT BEGINS

Other Upcoming Events
HELLENIC DANCE FESTIVAL IN WINSTON SALEM

Saturday – Monday, January 14-16

HDF FUNDRAISER BRUNCH

Sunday, January 22

OPEN BUDGET MEETING

Monday January 23  6:00PM

FOREVER YOUNG SOCIAL

Thursday January 26  5:00PM

GREEK CONCERT FEATURING PANOS KIAMOS

Friday February 3

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING

Sunday February 12

QUEEN CITY BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT & TALENT SHOW

Friday- Sunday, February 17-19

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE QUEEN OF HEARTS TEA AND 

FASHION SHOW

Saturday February 18
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Travis Moore Anderson (1979 - 
2016)

Travis, 37, passed away on Wednesday, 
December 14th, 2016 at his home in 
Charlotte.  Born on October 19th, 1979 
in King, NC, he was a son of Charles 
and Kathy Anderson of King, NC.  
Travis attended South Stokes High 
School, followed by Appalachian State 
University where he earned a Bachelor 
of Business from the Walker School of 
Business, and subsequently earned his 
Real Estate Brokers License.

He is survived by his two children; 
son, Alexander Ivan Anderson, 7, and 
daughter Milania Joy Anderson, 5, of 
Charlotte, NC, who he loved dearly; his 
parents Charles and Kathy Anderson; his 
sister Kimberly Anderson Ritchie and her 
husband William Ritchie of Thornton, 
NH; and mother of his children, Katya 
Homyakova. His relatives in the Moore 
and Anderson families, and his friends, 
deeply loved him.

He enjoyed the great outdoors, reading, 
music, writing about various current 
world events, and activities with his 
children. Travis never met a stranger; he 
was a very intelligent and charismatic 
individual and loved to travel the world.  
A service to celebrate Travis's life was 
held on Monday, 12/19/2016 at 1:00pm 
at Saint Nektarios Greek Orthodox 
Church, 5108 Kuykendall Rd., Charlotte, 
NC.  For those wishing to send memorial 
gifts, in lieu of fl owers, please donate 
to the college fund being collected for 
the future education of his children.  
Condolences may be offered at www.
mcewenpinevillechapel.com

Paul Drosinis (1933 - 2016)
Pavlos (Paul) Konstantinos Drosinis 

was born in Pavlopoulos, Evrytanias, 
Greece on May 15, 1933. He moved to 
the United States in 1952 at the age of 18.  
In 1956 he enlisted in the US Air Force.  
In 1960 he married his wife of 57 years, 
Aliki Antonios Balatsias.  In addition to 
his wife he is survived by his son, Dino; 
his daughter, Maria and her husband, 
George Housiadas and his son Dimitri.  
On December 24, 2016, he was embraced 
in the arms of our Lord, Jesus Christ as 
he joined his predeceased son, John.  He 
is also survived by 7 Grandchildren and 
8 Great-Grandchildren.

Pavlos was a genuinely devoted man to 
his family and faith.  He was very vibrant 
and outspoken, honest and self-educated.  
He was a successful restauranteur and 
operated the Philadelphia Deli for 47 
years.  In the eyes of his loving wife, 
Aliki, and his children he was a true hero.  
May his memory be eternal.

Visitation was on Monday, December 
26, 2016 from 4 to 6 PM at Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral with the 
Trisagion following at 6PM.  Funeral 
service for Mr. Drosinis was held on 
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 at 12 Noon 
with interment following in Evergreen 
Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to Holy 
Trinity Building and Renovation Fund, 
600 East Boulevard Charlotte, NC 28203.

Arrangements are in the care of 
Kenneth Poe Funeral & Cremation 
Services, 1321 Berkeley Ave Charlotte, 
NC 28204. Online condolences @www.
kennethpoeservices.com.

Nia Hantzopoulos (1951 - 2016)
Nia Hantzopoulos, 64, passed away on 

Friday, December 16, 2016. She was born 
on October 7, 1951 in Milia, Greece.  She 
is survived by her loving husband of 32 
years, Angelo Hantzopoulos: daughter, 
Virginia Karras and grandchildren: 

Christina, Xena, Nia and Xenophon.  
She is also survived by her brother, 
two sisters, many cousins, nieces and 
nephews in the US and Greece. She 
was preceded in death by her parents 
Dionysios and Maria Flitouris.

She was a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother and loyal friend to all. 
Radiant and full of life, she was very 
passionate in everything and everyone 
she touched. She was especially proud 
of her small business that she created.

Visitation was from 10:00-11:00am 
on Saturday, December 31, 2016 at Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 600 
East Boulevard, Charlotte NC, 28203.  
The Trisagion and funeral followed 
at 11:00am.  Interment followed at 
Evergreen Cemetery.  Memorials may 
be made to Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral. 

Serving the Hantzopoulos family is 
Ellington Funeral Services, "The Historic 
Morehead St. Chapel", 727 E. Morehead 
St., Charlotte, NC 28202. Family owned 
since 1944.

Mary Trakas Karres (1923 - 
2016)

Mrs. Karres, of Charlotte, passed away 
on Wednesday, November 16, 2016.  She 
was born in Boston, Massachusetts on 
August 2, 1923.  Mrs. Karres was the 
daughter of the late Christos J. Trakas and 
Georgia Demas Trakas.  A completely 
devoted and beloved wife, mother 
and friend, she had an unbounded and 
unqualifi ed capacity to love and to care 
for her family, friends and pets.  She truly 
never met a stranger.  Her keen intellect, 
infectious enthusiasm and tremendous 
energy were a source of great comfort 
and pleasure to all of those around her.  
She will always be in our thoughts and 
prayers and forever in our hearts. 

She attended and received a tremendous 
education in the Boston public schools 
and graduated from Girls Latin School, 

the country's fi rst college preparatory 
high school for girls.  In 1946, Mary and 
her family traveled to North Carolina 
to attend a postwar convention of the 
Adelphotis Arachoviton "Karyae" 
where she met Steve Matthew Karres.  
After a long distance courtship, they 
were married on January 2, 1949, and 
afterwards they made Charlotte their 
home.  She always loved this city and 
was warmly greeted upon her arrival by 
so many lifelong friends.

A lifelong member of Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral, she loved the 
Church and its parishioners and worked 
on many projects there throughout her 
life.  She was a member of the Agia 
Elpis Ladies Philoptochos Society, the 
philanthropic arm of the Greek Orthodox 
Church, and served as its President.  She 
served as Chairperson of the Annual 
Greek Pastry Sale, which pre-dated 
the Yiasou Greek Festival.  She was a 
member of the Ladies Society of Karyae 
and served as its President. 

Mrs. Karres loved being involved 
in and contributing to organizations 
throughout the Charlotte community 
which gave her much pleasure.  She was 
active in the PTA and served several terms 
as President of the Montclaire Elementary 
School PTA.  During the court-ordered 
integration of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Schools system, she was appointed to and 
served on the Citizens Advisory Group to 
the Board of Education.  She participated 
in Church Women United, the Committee 
of 100 Women at Johnson C. Smith 
University, and the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews.  She was a long 
time street hostess for the Montibello 
Homeowners Association, which gave 
her the opportunity to meet so many of 
her neighbors.  For over 30 years, she was 
a member of the Opera Guild of Charlotte 
and served as its President.  She was a 
Patron of the Opera and enjoyed serving 
on the Board of Opera Carolina.  Mr. and 
Mrs. Karres cherished the many warm 
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and lasting friendships made through 
participating in all of the organizations 
in which they were involved. 

She was an avid North Carolina Tar 
Heels sports fan and derived endless 
pleasure from Carolina basketball.  In 
addition, she loved and followed the 
Boston Red Sox throughout her life.  An 
avid cook, she loved to entertain and 
have fun, loved every holiday, and had 
a special knack for making any small 
occasion an extra special pleasure.  She 
always enjoyed the spectacular beauty 
of the North Carolina mountains and 
cherished the time she spent at her home 
in Blowing Rock.  In the summer, she 
cherished delightful weeks spent on Cape 
Cod with her extended family. 

Survivors include her sons Matthew 
and Christopher of Charlotte and her 
sweet dog Rudy.  She was predeceased by 
her sister Mimi Tingus and her brother-
in-law Constantine G. Tingus, sister 
Patricia Trakas, and brother Dr. John C. 
Trakas, all of Milton, Massachusetts.  
She is survived by her sister-in-law 
Anne Trakas, and her niece and nephews, 
Jennifer Trakas Acerra and her husband 
Stephen Acerra, Christopher Trakas, all 
of Milton: and Nicholas Trakas and his 
wife Barbara, and their children John and 
Elizabeth of Westwood, Massachusetts.  
She was also predeceased by her beloved 
dog Prince and sweet Lovie the cat.

The Trisagion and visitation for 
Mrs. Karres was held at Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral on Monday, 
November 21, at 7:00 p.m.  The funeral 
service was held at the Cathedral 
on Tuesday, November 22, at 11:30 
a.m.  Interment followed in Evergreen 
Cemetery, Charlotte, NC. 

Pallbearers for the service were 
Stephen Acerra, Dr. Anthony Carraway, 
Nathan Craig, Gus Euripides, Lt. Col. 
Matthew G. Karres, Matthew J. Karres, 
Nicholas J. Karres, Harry J. Stathopoulos, 
and John Williams. 

Memorials may be made to Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Foundation 
of Charlotte, NC, 600 East Boulevard, 
Charlotte, NC 28203, and to the Opera 
Guild of Charlotte, Inc., P.O. Box 
470132, Charlotte, NC 28247. 

rrangements are in the care of 
Kenneth W. Poe Services, online at 
www. kennethpoeservices.com. 

May her memory be eternal.  She will 
forever remain in our hearts.

Nick Kefalas (1929 - 2016)
Mr. Kefalas, 86 of Charlotte, passed 

away on November 23, 2016.  He was 
born December 29, 1929 in Chios, 
Greece.

He came to Charlotte in 1957 and in 
1967 started his own business Carolina 
Expert Tailor Shop in uptown where he 
worked with his wife for over 40 years 
until his retirement.

He was a longtime member of Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral where 
he was a chanter and sang in the choir.  
Mr. Kefalas was also a member of St. 
Nektarios Greek Orthodox Church.  He 
was also blessed to be a descendent of 
Saint Nektarios of Aegina, Greece.

He is survived by his wife of 47 years, 
Cathy; sons Danny and Angelo and his 
wife Katherine; grandchildren, Maria 
and Arianna; his brother John and his 
wife Maria and their children in Athens, 
Greece.

The Trisagion was held at 7:00 PM 
Sunday, November 27, 2016 at Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral 600 
East Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28203. The 
funeral service was at 11:00 AM, Monday, 
November 28, 2016 also at Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral with Milton 
Polemides, Jimmy Zaharopoulos, George 
Zaharopoulos, John Zaharopoulos, 
George  S t a thopou los ,  Andreas 
Stathopoulos, Danny Vlahos and John 

 

1321 Berkeley Avenue, Charlotte, NC  28204 
704-641-7606 

Our New Location Directly off Morehead - One Mile from the Cathedral 
 

Serving Holy Trinity Families with Compassion  

Ken Poe and Nick Bowen provide you with the 
utmost in care and professionalism. 

www.kennethpoeservices.com 

 Supporting the community for more than thirty years 

 Fair pricing reflects a significant savings over traditional funeral homes 

 Family owned 

  

Ken Poe and Nick Bowen provide you with the 
utmost in care and professionalism.

Fair pricing reflects a significant savings over traditional funeral homes

Georgopoulos as Pallbearers.  Interment 
followed in Evergreen Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made in lieu of 
fl owers to Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral Building Renovation Fund, 
St. Nektarios Greek Orthodox Church 
or Panagia Prousiotissa Greek Church.

Arrangements are in the care of 
Hankins & Whittington Funeral Service, 
1111 East Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28203; 
online at www.hankinsandwhittington.
com

Fund Raising Programs Update
GeorGe zoGzas

With the renovations groundbreaking nearly 10 months ago, we are rapidly 
approaching the completion of the Cathedral and Courtyard renovation project.  
The expanded façade of the entrance to Holy Trinity, and the covered walkway that 
leads to the parking lot and to the entrance to the offi ces and community center have 
taken shape.  The new planters and double entry courtyard will soon be complete.

Also still under way are the two fundraising programs that were announced jointly 
by the Fundraising Committee, IRRC, and Parish Council.  The Commemorative 
Mosaic Paver and Benefactor Programs have already helped raise funds for the 
project.  Opportunities still exist for individuals and families to participate.

Commemorative Paver Program.  A donor can choose from 3 different size pavers.  
The mosaic will be located in a very prominent spot that connects the walkways of 
the Cathedral and Hellenic Center.  It will be composed of specially engraved granite 
pavers and surround a beautifully inscribed seal of a Byzantine double-headed eagle.

There are three paver types at different sizes and donation levels.  Type A is 
$10,000; Type B is $6,000; and Type C is $3,000.

There are very few Type A pavers still available for purchase.

Benefactor Program.  Many of the dedicated areas originally available under 
this program have been spoken for by successful bidders.  Upon fulfi llment of their 
commitment, a decorative plaque will be prominently displayed in the dedicated area.

Two of the dedicated areas still available to be bid on are the Chapel and New 
Narthex at levels of $500,000 and $100,000, respectively.  A winning bid must be 
accompanied by a deposit of at least 50% with the balance to be paid by May 15, 2018.

Contact the offi ce staff for more details or with your questions.



Yiayia’s Kouzina



Christmas Pageant
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Holy Trinity Angels 
In the JUL/AUG 2015 issue of The 

Voice we began a new series honoring 
the memories of parishioners who are 
no longer with us.  These parishioners 
continue to live in our hearts and 
thoughts because of the influence and 
legacies they have left behind.  In that 
tradition, it is only fitting and right to 
honor Chrys (Chrysanthe) Strate as 
a Holy Trinity Angel.  She passed on 
November 21, 2015.  She served and 
devoted her 88 years to Holy Trinity 
and the Charlotte community.  May her 
memory be eternal.

Included are memories of Chrys 
by some of her parish friends, Toni 
P. Karnazes, Phillip Walker, Debbie 
Stathakis, and Joanna C. Pitsikoulis.  
The Voice sincerely thanks them for 
sharing their thoughts and cherished 
stories of a truly remarkable Orthodox 
Christian woman. 

If you have a loved one that you 
would like to honor, please submit your 
article to Editor Angelo Pete Politis at 
e-mail address olympus10@yahoo.com 
or telephone 704.814.8899.

Memories of Chrys Strate
By Toni P. Karnazes

Chrys Strate was a lifelong member of 
the Holy Trinity Community. Her love 
of God and joy of life were the gifts she 
shared unselfishly with all, newcomer 
and native. She loved relating her favorite 
tales about the Charlotte community 
specifically the Greek ones.  Her pride 
of culture, respect for family and values, 
and love of the church were evident in 
every story told, every lesson taught, 
and every Greek Orthodox tradition 
lived.  Oftentimes, hers was the “first 
face” many saw upon entering the Holy 
Trinity community.  Chrys’ welcoming 
smile, giving heart, caring and supportive 
attitude were the gifts she gave that we 
cherish the most.  As one parishioner 
so rightly said, “Chrys was everyone’s 
godmother.” Perhaps her greatest gift 
was the ability to lead all of us in singing 
praises to our Lord.  Her resounding, 
harmonic voice called each of us to sing 
together with one voice and with one 
heart for more than 75 years.  She invited 
everyone to join the choir and learn our 
beautiful church hymns.  Her personal 
favorite, “To Pnevma Sou, to Agathon”, 
is a plea from us to God to be led along 
the path that is sure and straight.  May 

we forever hear Chrys’ voice leading us 
to the sure, straight path as we continue 
to sing.  Rest in peace dear friend.  May 
the Lord embrace you with loving arms 
as He invites you to join His heavenly 
choir.  Everlasting be your memory.

By PhilliP WalKer
When my family and I were chrismated 

in 1998 we promptly joined Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral (HTGOC).  
I joined the first service choir and was 
immediately welcomed by Chrys Strate.  
Despite reading about the Divine Liturgy 
I did not understand it, and she patiently 
explained the various parts. 

During our many conversations over 
the years, I learned of her family’s 
difficulties in getting to this country, the 
problems of assimilation, and the early 
days of HTGOC.  I learned that she and 
the late Reverend John Paul used to 
sing at Orthodox weddings for couples 
throughout this area.  At every talk I 
would hear about the many friends she 
helped by taking them to the doctor, store, 
bank, and church.  In recent months I had 
the privilege of driving her to church 
early Sunday mornings, and learned 
that she was still helping friends during 
daylight hours.

A few years ago Chrys seemed 
embarrassed to receive the Archangel 
Michael’s Award.  Because of her 
constant devotion to her church family, 
everyone around her knew that the award 
was well deserved. 

Chrys had a choir book however 
seldom used it, as she knew all the music 
by heart.  Her lovely alto voice enriched 
our music for about 75 years, and we miss 
that voice today. 

Chrys, we look forward to celestial 
choir practice with you when the time 
comes. Thank you for your friendship, 
and God bless you.

By DeBBie sTaThaKis 
My memories of Chrys Strate are ones 

of dedication, commitment, appreciation 
and warmth. Having grown up in the Holy 
Trinity community, I can’t remember a 
time when Chrys was not there. She 
was always involved at church, helping 
whenever she could and singing in the 
choir. The music of the liturgy is steadfast 
in my mind and seeing Chrys in her choir 
robe is as well. 

When my mom passed on, Chrys 

framed her prayer card and gave it to me. 
It is a gift that I treasure and it so defines 
Chrys and her thoughtfulness. 

Chrys always had a deep pride in the 
history of the Holy Trinity community 
and the greater Charlotte community.  It 
was important to her to remember the 
past and to carry on into the future.  That 
being said, perhaps one of the strongest 
parts of her legacy is her welcoming with 
open arms those who wanted to embrace 
our faith.  She baptized and confirmed so 
many people and epitomized her role as 
godmother.

We have all been blessed.  May her 
memory be eternal.

By Joanna C. PiTsiKoulis
When thinking of words to describe 

Chrys Strate, immediately coming 
to mind gifted singer, talented artist, 
warm, kind, caring, welcoming, loving, 
hardworking, and selfless woman, 
someone who did anything for anyone 
at any time with no thought of herself.  
She hated the limelight and shunned 
any recognition.  She had numerous 
godchildren whom she loved very much.  
She was very proud of her niece Irene 
Strate Fargis and husband Mason and 
great niece Rachel Strate Humprhries 
and husband Gary.  Irene was blessed 
with her Aunt’s talent of singing. It was 
Saturday, November 21, 2015. Chrys laid 
in the hospital gravely ill.  Irene was by 
her bedside.  Chrys made Irene promise 
she would sing at 1st Liturgy the next 
day no matter what happened.  She asked 
Irene to carry on the family tradition of 
singing in the choir.  Chrys passed on 
later that Saturday evening. 

Growing up, the names Miss Chrys 
Strate, Mrs. Katina Laskaris, and Mr. 
John Paul (who later became Father John 
Paul and my Nouno) were synonymous 
for me with the words “Holy Trinity 
Choir”.  Many years later when I joined 
the 1st Liturgy Choir, Miss Strate (it 
would take several years before I felt 
comfortable calling her Chrys as she 
requested), told me (and several hundred 
other people) she remembered the day 
Anna and I were born. It was Easter 
Sunday, 1954.  She remembered because 
at the end of the service everyone greeted 
each other with “Christos Anesti! Did 
you hear? Marie had twins!”  (According 
to our birth certificates we were born on 
Holy Saturday, Anna at 5:58 PM and I 
at 6:07 PM. My Yiayia explained Miss 
Strate was correct because it was after 
6:00 PM in Charlotte and already Pascha 
and Sunday in Greece.) 

My place in the choir was always the 
row immediately in front of and just 
to the right of Chrys.  Everyone in my 
family can tell you I’m tone deaf and 
rarely sing on key.  It didn’t matter when 
I sung in the choir with Chrys.  Her voice 

was so melodic and so powerful, I knew 
my notes joined hers when they left the 
balcony and the result was nothing short 
of the Angelic Choir in Heaven. 

Chrys hardly ever looked at her 
music when singing.  She didn’t have 
to look.  She knew all the hymns by 
heart, in Greek and English.  During 
choir practices when Toni, our Director, 
or Anna, our organist, referred to a 
hymn by its Greek name, Chrys would 
quickly sing a couple of measures in 
English and I knew immediately which 
hymn to pull from my music.  Also, 
Chrys had the arduous task during Great 
Lent choir practices of reviewing the 
pronunciation of the Greek words in the 
lamentations/Engomia we were to sing.  
Her favorite Christmas carol was the 
simple, beautiful, and loving “Away in 
the Manger”. The words describing this 
carol also portrayed Chrys. 

On one occasion Chrys asked me to go 
with her to her car. She had a jar of olives 
for Anna and me. When she opened the 
trunk, there was a big plastic bag full of 
stuffed animals.  She confessed on most 
mornings she would drive for coffee to 
the McDonald’s down the street from 
her.  If she noticed a small child in the 
restaurant, she would go to the trunk 
and pull out a stuffed animal.  It gave 
her great pleasure to see the child’s 
excitement and delight when Chrys told 
them it was a gift from her to them. 

Chrys and my Mom referred to 
themselves as ‘Old Charlotte”.  Not 
that they were old, mind you. Just they 
weren’t “newcomers” from the 1960s 
or later.  They sat during choir practices 
and whispered and giggled like teenage 
girls.  I tried to help both of them down 
the steps from the balcony when we 
finished singing on Sundays.  Chrys 
always told me “I’m fine. Look after 
your Mother.”  After my Mom passed 
on, it was difficult for me on some 
Sundays to sing in the choir.  Chrys 
sensed this and would pat me on the 
shoulder.  It was even more difficult 
for me to sing after Chrys died.  Toni 
notified the choir late Saturday evening 
that Chrys had passed on.  She wanted us 
to sing at the Liturgy the next morning, 
as planned, in tribute to Chrys.  I was 
surprised to see Irene, her niece, there.  
That’s when she related her promise to 
her Aunt to attend Divine Liturgy in the 
morning and thereafter to carry on the 
family tradition.  A little bird appeared 
in the choir loft that morning and flew 
around us as if to remind us Chrys will 
always be there with us, singing just 
like she had for many, many years.  I 
know Chrys is enjoying singing with 
the Heavenly Choir now along with 
former 1st Liturgy Choir members 
Katina Fellos Laskaris, Sophie Mamalis 
Hondros, Marie Pappas Pitsikoulis and 
Lillian Lyles. Eternal be their memories.



 The Voice of the Greek Community NOV/DEC 2016   11   

From the Choir Loft By Olga yamalis

This fall was an impressive season 
for our two HTC choir directors Lucy 
Pappadakes of the second service choir 
and Toni Karnazes of the first service choir. 
Both received awards out of state.

First, on October 7, 8, and 9 at St. 
Sophia’s Greek Orthodox Church in 
New London, CT, Lucy Pappadakes 
was guest conductor at the Metropolis of 
Boston’s Federation choir conference. She 
conducted approximately 45 participants 
as they celebrated the Liturgical music 
of composer Dean Limberakis. The 
dedication of all participants from 
rehearsal to rehearsal proved that when 
choir members join together to rejoice 
His name, they accomplish excellence. 
Congratulations to Lucy! We are so proud 
of you and your devotion and achievement!

Second, on November 12 in Atlanta, 
GA, Toni Karnazes was one of HTC’s 
2016 recipients of the Archangel Michael 
Award of our Atlanta Diocese. The other 
recipient was George Andrews. Both 
were recognized for their exceptional 
contributions and actions to our church 
which are well deserved.  Congratulations 
Toni and George. Axioi!

This fall included three Youth/English 
Liturgies that took place in Father C 
Hall simultaneously to a Liturgy in the 
Cathedral.  They took place October 9, 
November 20, and December 11 under 
the choral direction of Olga Yamalis.   
Each Liturgy consisted of both adult and 
youth choir members using the Kevin 
Lawrence Liturgy (red) hymnal book to 
promote more congregational singing and 
a further teaching about Liturgy to students.  
Thank you to all who attended and let’s 
keep up the great work of EVERYONE 
singing God’s praises.  The next Youth/
English Liturgy will be in Father C Hall 
on February 19.

What a December! The HTC choirs 
had three holiday events scheduled in 

December.  On Sunday, December 11 
the Community Christmas Celebration 
program.  Both choirs along with the 
Byzantine Chant Choir and GOYANS 
came together to participate and celebrate 
the yuletide season with joyous sounds.  
The celebration program contained sacred 
and secular musical pieces from Robert 
Shaw and Bach to Liturgical composers 
such as Bogdanos, Desby and Gallos.  
Songs included “O Come Emmanuel”, 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”, “Joy 
to the World”, “I Parthenos Simeron”, 
“Katavasias”, and “Megalynarion of 
Christmas”.  A big thank you goes out to Dr. 
Philip Thevaos for leading and conducting, 
organist Irina Monzolevskaya, Protopsalti 
Dimitri Petropoulos, Niko Goudes and 
Stelio Lazaridis for playing clarinet and 
guitar, Anna Minakakis and Olga Yamalis 
for playing flutes, and Mimi Dizes as 
Narrator.  Great job to all choir members 
and parishioners who participated.

On Thursday, December 15 caroling at 
the Forever Young Christmas party. The 
HTC Adult choir had an enjoyable evening 
caroling at this annual event under the 
choral direction and carol narration of Dr. 
Philip Thevaos. Everyone joined in and 
sang along with the choir which added a 
cheerful and merry touch.

Finally, on Sunday, December 18 
caroling at Charlotte Uptown’s Novant 
Hospital. The Choir spread Christmas 
cheer on every floor of the hospital under 
the choral direction of Dr. Philip Thevaos.  
The choir’s holiday caroling spread well 
wishes and holiday cheer throughout the 
hospital which brought smiles to others in 
need.  Kudos to the choir for such a kind 
and merry gesture. Bravo!

May we all remember the true meaning 
of Christmas as we celebrate the season.  
On behalf of the HTC choirs, we wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and a healthy 
Happy New Year!

Annual Parish Elections
The Community held its annual Parish Elections on Sunday, December 4, 2016.  

As is customary, the polls were open from 9:30AM until 4:00PM.  They were manned 
by the Elections Committee selected at the General Assembly held on October 16, 
2016.  The committee was headed up by George Vlahos and Leo Kyriazis.

On the ballot this year were five open positions on Parish Council and two open 
positions on the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Foundation (also referred to as the 
Cathedral Foundation) Board of Trustees.

The Parish Council members whose terms expired in 2016 were Jimmy 
Christodoulias, Elias Elia, Despina Kaltsounis, Dino M. Pappas, and Angelo Spero.  
The candidates for the open Parish Council spots were Elias Elia, Gloria Kontoulas, 
Dino M. Pappas, Anna Pitsikoulis, and Caleb Russell.

The Foundation Trustees whose terms expired in 2016 were Nick Kantsios and 
Christopher S. Karres.  There were three candidates for the two open Foundation 
slots.  They were Stella Karadimas, Peter Thomopoulos, and Andreas Ziozios.

The table below shows the certified vote counts.

Election Trends
There were a total of 206 ballots cast in 2016.  That total is 45% lower than the 

count in 2015.  That significant drop-off may be attributed to the lack of a competitive 
Parish Council race.  With only 5 candidates for 5 open positions, there was no 
doubt on the outcome.  Compare that to last year when there were 8 candidates for 
5 open spots.  There were 374 total ballots cast, the highest total recorded in the six 
elections since 2010.

2016 marks the end of a four year increase in the number of ballots cast when 
compared to the prior year.  Fortunately, this year’s total was not back to the 2013 
levels.  The table below recaps the results each year starting with 2011.

GeorGe zoGzas

October 9, 2016:  The participants at the Metropolis of Boston Choir 
Federation Conference at St. Sophia’s Church in New London CT

Lucy Pappadakes conducted the 
conference participants during a 

rehearsal.

December 15, 2016:  Dr. Philip 
Thevaos leads the choir singing 

carols at the Forever Young 
Christmas party at Holy Trinity.

SAVE THE DATE
FEB 17 – 19, 2017

Basketball Tournament and Talent Show
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 Cathedral Foundation By geOrge ZOgZasOrder Of aHePa, maratHOn CHaPter nO.2

By GeorGe KoKalis, ChaPTer PresiDenT

Chapter Secretary Nicholas 
Markos Kontos, center, receiving 

the District 3 Secretary of the 
Year Award District 3 flanked 
by Governor Bill Bond, left, 

and Chapter President George 
Kokalis, right.

December 25, 2016:  Chapter 
members at the Charlotte Rescue 
Mission on hand to help prepare 

the Christmas Breakfast.

The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Foundation launched its new website, 
https://.htgof.org, in November 2016.  
The website project was spearheaded 
by Chairman Nick Kantsios.  The 
objective was to create another source of 
information to donors, and beneficiaries.  
Visitors can find information on how to 
donate to the Foundation, download the 
most current list of names of persons 
memorialized since the Foundation’s 
beginning in 1973 and see the guiding 
document that outlines what the 
Foundation Trustees can and cannot do.  
Grant Kantsios volunteered his technical 
expertise in designing and operating the 
website.

On December 7, 2016, the Trustees 
held their final meeting of the year.  It 
was a dinner meeting at the Terrace 
Café of Ballantyne.  At the meeting, 
Vice Chairman Christopher Karres, 
who is also chairman of the Benefactors 
and Grantees Committee, presented a 

recommended list of organizations to 
receive donations from the Foundation 
at year end.  The Trustees voted to make 
yearend donations to worthy causes.  
The list will be presented as part of 
the Foundation’s annual report to the 
community at the General Assembly 
Meeting scheduled for February 2017.

The December 4, 2016 Parish Elections 
included the selection of two new 
members to the Foundation Board.  The 
new trustees are Peter Thomopoulos and 
Andreas Ziozios.  They joined the current 
trustees for dinner.

Chairman Nick Kantsios and vice 
chairman Christopher S. Karres have 
completed their five year terms on the 
Board and will end their service on 
December 31.  They have provided steady 
input to the Board and have been active 
participants in the accomplishments 
by the Foundation these last several 
years.  Their efforts are appreciated and 
applauded.

On December 13, the chapter held 
their annual Christmas party for chapter 
members.  Over 30 men gathered together 
to celebrate this year’s accomplishments.  
In attendance was District 3 Governor 
Bill Bond who presented the District’s 
Secretary of the Year award to Nicholas 
“Markos” Kontos. Markos has been a 
member of the Marathon Chapter for 42 
years; has held many leadership roles in 
our chapter, provides tireless service and 
always has been committed to the success 
of the chapter and AHEPA.

As a preview to 2017, our chapter 
will host the District 3 convention 
on June 9-10th  at the DoubleTree 
Suites- SouthPark.  We look forward to 
welcoming delegates from the chapters 
in North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland 
and District of Columbia.

Men who are interested in becoming 
members of the Charlotte chapter may 
contact chapter president, George Kokalis 
or any of the chapter officers; Khalil 
Kardous, Frank Boardman and Mark 
Kontos. Information is also available on 
our website. http://charlotteahepa.org

Philoptochos 

On November 6th Philoptochos had 
Artoclasia service and a tray was passed 
to benefit the Philanthropic Programs and 
Charities of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
Thanks to everyone who made a 
contribution.

Under the leadership of Christina 
Skiouris for the Feeding the Hungry 
Initiative, Philoptochos members 
prepared 50 boxes of various meal 
items for Thanksgiving dinner.  The meal 
items were donated to Charlotte Rescue 
Mission, a Christian based residential 
recovery program.  When we delivered 
the boxes, we were able to tour the 
facility and learn more about this worthy 
program.

  Our annual holiday bake sale was 
a great success.  Orders were taken for 
baklava, koulourakia, melomakarona, 
spanakopites, tiropitakia, kourambiedes, 
tsourekia, and homemade rolls.  Thanks 
to Diane Ramsey for leading the effort 
and.to everyone who helped.

The 19th Annual Archangel Michael 
Awards was held on Saturday November 
12th.  Congratulations to our second vice 
president Toni Karnazes who was one of 
the two honorees from our community. 

Congratulations to Irene Politis who 
was elevated to the National Board of the 
Ladies Philoptochos Society.

Our annual Christmas dinner was held 
at Tupelo Honey Restaurant on Tuesday 
December 13th.  During this event we 
collected socks, hats, and gloves for 
Urban Ministry Center.

In 2016 we met 100% of our National 
and Metropolis obligations.  Additionally, 
we contributed to many local charities 
including Empty Stocking Fund, Second 
Harvest Food Bank, Dilworth Food 
Kitchen, A Child’s Place, InReach, and 
others.  We thank our members and the 
community who support us with their 
generosity and time.

We wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Members (l-r) Christina 
Skiouris, Lucy Pappadakes, 
and Cathy Poulimenos de-
livering items for the Feed-
ing the Hungry Initiative

December 13, 2016:  Members at the Philoptochos an-
nual Christmas Dinner

December 13, 2016:  At 
the Philoptochos annual 
Christmas Dinner, (l-r) 
Fr. Theodore, Lucy 
Pappadakes, Presvytera 
Stacey, and Fr. Vasileios



 The Voice of the Greek Community NOV/DEC 2016   13   

steWardsHiP COrner By niCK Kallelis

FACING OUR REALITY

PERSONAL TRAINING with ALEX KATSADUROS 
 

ASSISTANT COACH MEN’S VARSITY SOCCER 
TEAM, MYERS PARK H.S. 
 
HEAD BASKETBALL COACH, SOCRATES 
ACADEMY 
 
GREENSBORO COLLEGE 
B.A. EXERCISE AND SPORTS STUDIES 
B.A.-MINOR-HEALTH 
 
BIOMECHANICS, EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY, 
SPEED & AGILITY SKILLS, ACTIVE BODY 
MOBILITY AND FLEXIBILITY 

 
Private Training sessions: (unlimited sessions) 
Individual: $300 per month 
Group 2+: $500 per month 
At Home: $60 per hour per person 
 

For strength and weight training sessions, ask for me at: 
D1 Sports Performance 
1205 Mann Drive, Matthews, NC 28105  phone 704-815-0303 
 

Alexandros.katsaduros@gmail.com   or   704‐957‐1677(c) 

 AROUND CHARLOTTETOWN

By KaThy XyrafaKis

Recently Married:
Effie Fotopoulos and George 

Asikis were married on Saturday, 
August 20th, 2016 at Zwodoxos Pigi 
Church in Nea Filadelfi a, Athens, 
Greece. Effi e is the daughter of Mrs. 
Andromahe Fotopoulos and the late 
Theofilos Fotopoulos. George is 
the son of Mrs. Martha Asikis and 
the late Ioannis Asikis of Livadeia, 
Greece. Following the ceremony, a 
reception was held at Ktima Leonidas 
in Varibobi, Athens, Greece. They 
honeymooned in the Greek Isles. The 
happy couple will reside in Charlotte.

Newlyweds Effi e and George

Military Graduate:
Private First Class Vasillios G. 

Pistolis graduated from the United 
States Marine Corps basic training 
at Parris Island, S.C. on October 21, 
2016.  He earned expert rifleman 
certifi cation and his platoon earned 
Honorary Platoon designation.

After 10 days leave at home, 
Vasillios returned to Marine Combat 
Training (MCT) for 29 days at Camp 
Geiger and then to Camp Legeune 
in Jacksonville, NC for his MOS 
(military occupational specialty) 
schooling.

Vasillios is the son of George and 
Vivi Pistolis and graduated from 
Ardrey Kell High School earlier this 
year.

USMC Private First Class 
Vasillios G. Pistolis

Awarded:
On November 12, 2016, George 

Andrews and Tony Karnazes were 
honored as Holy Trinity’s recipients of 
this year’s Archangel Michael Award.

The Award was conceived by His 
Eminence Metropolitan Alexios and 
since 1998, has been celebrated in 
Atlanta, GA the weekend of, prior to or 
following the November 8th Feastday 
of the Archangels Michael and Gabriel.

Archangel Michael Award winners 
George Andrews and Tony Karnazes 
with their medals.

Orthodox Christians have a strong 
faith and are proud of their traditions.  
The scriptures in our Liturgies describe 
what God expects of us. Accordingly, 
we partake in the sacraments and 
actively support the church by joining 
the ministries.  Our time and talents are 
clearly displayed in our involvement 
in the festival and various functions 
of the church.

In time of grief or when troubled 
we depend on the church and Priests 
to comfort us.  The faithful fi nd solace 
in prayer while in church.  The church 
helps us develop strength and fortifi es 
our belief.

We get so much from following 
Orthodoxy, yet when it comes to 
supporting the operation of the church, 
we depend upon people who are not 
members of our church community.  
Over 50% of our church expenses 
are paid by the festival, which is 
money collected from the Charlotte 
community.

In the past, the importance of 
expenses being met without funds 
from the festival and instead having 

our costs paid by our membership has 
not resonated with our membership.  
Our message may have been wrong.  We 
should be emphasizing the responsibility 
we have to listen to the Word of God:

Proverbs 3:9
“Honor the Lord with your wealth, 

with the fruits of all your crops.”
1 Timothy 6:17-19
“Command those who are rich in this 

present world not to be arrogant nor to 
put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, 
who richly provides us with everything 
for our enjoyment.  Command them to 
do good, to be rich in good deeds, and 
to be generous and willing to share.  In 
this way, they will lay up treasures for 
themselves as a fi rm foundation for the 
coming age, so that they may take hold 
of the life that is truly life.”

It is time for us to turn the page and 
follow the Word of God and become a 
church, which is not dependent upon 
others and fully supported by our church 
community.
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704-591-4660  Cell 
704-554-1814  Home 

bkatsanos@aol.com 

3917 Glenfal Ave 

LONG’S MONUMENT COMPANY, INC. 
“A Subsidiary of Gaulden Monuments, Inc.” 

LongsMonument.com 
 

3016 N. Graham Street 
Charlotte, NC 
704-376-5740 

 

HONORING YOUR LOVED ONES 
 

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, & MAUSOLEUMS 

News & Voices of the Holy Trinity Greek School
Οι Μαθητές, οι Ιερείς, οι Εκπαιδευτικοί και η Διεύθυνση του Ελληνικού Σχολείου Αγίας Τριάδος Εύχονται 

σε Όλους τους Γονείς και σε Όλα τα Μέλη της Ευρύτερης Ελληνοαμερικανικής μας Κοινότητας
Καλή Χρονιά με Υγεία, Χαρά, Δημιουργία και Προκοπή

Στιγμιότυπα από τη χαρούμενη Χριστουγεννιάτικη γιορτή των μαθητών του Ελληνικού Σχολείου Αγίας Τριάδος
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PresCHOOl By maria KletO and Cindy Balatsias

Whooo’s in the News at HTGO Preschool?
PresChool sTaff

The month of November is always 
a time to reflect on all the blessings in 
our lives and on the many things we 
are thankful for.  One of the biggest 
blessings at HTGOP are our preschool 
children. We would like to thank our 
preschool parents for sharing their 
children with us and entrusting us 
with their care. We also express our 
appreciation to the preschool families, 
the preschool board members, Priests, 
Parish Council, and all of the Holy 
Trinity parishioners, for your love and 
support of our preschool program. 
We are blessed to be a part of such a 
wonderful and supportive community.  
Happy Thanksgiving and many blessing 
to all of you.

On Sunday, November 6th, the 
preschool held its annual Yiayia’s 
Kouzina Fundrais ing Luncheon.  
Thanks to the efforts of the parents, 
family members, board members and 
staff that volunteered to help, it was a 
huge success.  The preschool children 
and their teachers worked to prepare 
for the program. They entertained 
the audience with a medley of songs 
in both Greek and English. They 
sounded beautiful!  Special thanks to 
Joanna Kakouras for working with the 
children to prepare for their singing 
performance. Joanna will once again 
be doing a monthly music class with 
our preschool children.

We have had many fun activities 
taking place at the preschool. On 
Friday, November 4th, the three and 
four year old classes went on a field trip 
to Fire Station #10 located on Wilkinson 
Boulevard. They not only learned about 
the fire trucks, fire safety and got to see 
all the hoses and equipment the firemen 
use while fighting fire, but they also got 
to see all the boats and dive equipment 
they use for water rescues. We want 
to thank John Balatsias (Mrs. Cindy’s 
son) for teaching us and guiding us on 
the tour through the fire station. John 

is a fireman and a member of the dive 
team at Fire Station #10. While at the 
fire station, the firemen got called out 
on an Emergency call and we got to 
see them quickly load up in to the fire 
truck and leave the station with sirens 
blaring. A little footnote while talking 
about safety, we are proud to say that all 
of our preschool staff is CPR certified. 
We finished out the month of November 
focusing on all that we are thankful 
for and celebrating the holiday with 
the class parties on November 21st 
and 22nd.

In December, our main focus was 
on the true meaning of the Christmas 
season…the birth of our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  On December 7th and 8th we 
had “Our Faith with Father”, a monthly 
hands on religious lesson about our 
Orthodox faith with Fr. Vasileios, Fr. 
Theodore and Deacon George.  Our 
first lesson was about the birth of baby 
Jesus and the Icon of the Nativity.  
This coincided with Pajama Day at the 
preschool.  The teachers and children 
wore their pajamas to school and 
brought their favorite stuffed animals 
to cuddle with as we gathered each 
class around the preschool Christmas 
tree.  We read the story “Away in a 
Manger”, sang the Christmas carol 
and then the children decorated the 
Christmas tree with the their own hand 
made ornaments.  On December 20th 
and 21st, we wrapped up the month 
of December with more festivities as 
each of the classes had the Christmas 
parties before getting out for the 
holiday break.

As teachers, there is nothing more 
satisfying than to see our children 
grow and progress with each new 
skill they master. It is truly rewarding 
to watch them gain more confidence 
a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  w i t h  e a c h 
accomplishment.  We are blessed to 
have such an amazing group of children 
and we are very proud of all of them.
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	 •	Compassionate	hearts	providing	quality	service	at	a	
	 	 sensible	price

	 •	Specialists	in	shipping	and	receiving	loved	ones

	 •	Traditional	funeral	arrangements	made	with	the	care	and	 
	 	 certainty	that	the	service	selected	properly	memorializes	 
	 	 your	loved	one

	 •	Pre-arrangement	planning	and	
	 	 transfer	of	existing	pre-arrangements

Charlotte/Ballantyne
16151 Lancaster Hwy.
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-714-1540

Weddington/Matthews
3700 Forest Lawn Dr.
Matthews, NC 28104

704-846-3771

Indian Trail
4431 Old Monroe Road
Indian Trail, NC 28079

704-821-2960

Make the HeritageChoice

Freestanding 150+ Seat Restaurant in
Belmont NC next to Belmont Abby College,

next to New Shopping Center
with Green Grocery, Ample Parking,
25’ Modern Hood, 3 Walk-in Boxes,

prep area etc.

WORLDSPAN
704-451-7099




