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may realize salvation 
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Our Vision: With the Grace of God, to provide a loving and caring Community where all belong to Christ, 
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Hello again everybody, 
At the time of this writng, we at the 

Voice staff want to wish everybody a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
May 2014 bring Joy and Happiness to 
you and your Families.

  We want to congratulate John Tsumas 
for being elected President of the Parish 
Council for 2014. John is very devoted 
to the church and we will see a lot of 
improvements this coming year.

Also Yiayia’s kitchen was a very big 
success this year. Our Preschool is doing 
a great job with our kids. I want to also 
mention that our Greek School and 
Sunday School teachers are also doing 
a great job. The 2013 Christmas Pagent 
was a big success.

All of us at Holy Trinity have different 
talents; if we pull all our talent together 
we can become a bigger and stronger 
community.

Let us never forget those that need 
help. We still have families that need 
some help. This is something to think 
about in 2014.

Now, to the younger generation, let’s 
never forget our older generation. They 
were the ones that raised the money and 
built our beautiful church.

And with that, Happy New Year,
Love and Happiness always,
Angelo Pete Politis

www.htgo.
org

Visit to-
day!
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by Father Michael Varvarelis
Dean of the Cathedral 

Remarks	From
Father	Michael

Continued on page 4

Ο Χριστιανός στήν Καινή Διαθήκη δέν ζή τόσο τήν 
γραμμική διατύπωση τού χρόνου από τό άλφα σημείο νά 

πορεύεται στό βήτα αλλά περισσότερο υπάρχει η αίσθηση τής 
σταυρικής διατύπωσης τού χρόνου.  Δηλαδή τό αιώνιο μάς 

καταλαμβάνει σέ κάθε χρονική στιγμή.

 Dear Parishioners and Friends,
During these days at the end of the previous year 

and with the coming of the New Year, we would like 
to offer a few remarks of how the Church sees the 
concept of time.

We will state from the beginning that the Church is 
not there to maintain the world but to transform the 
world.  The Church gives another shape, a new meaning 
and goal to the world. This process is happening in time.

Man in the Old Testament had a lining process of 
understanding time.  In other words, the Jews were 
anticipating the Messiah, Christ at the end of the ages.  

The Christian in the New Testament era does not 
have a lining process of understanding time of how 
to reach from point A to point B.  Mainly there is the 
sense of a cross-shaped expression and understanding 
of time.  This is happening when eternity invades us 
in every possible moment of time.  We mean that the 
pious Christians, 
the Saints, while 
alive at this earthly 
life in one concrete 
point of time, may 
exper ience  the 
eternal life.  This 
means that we are 
not going towards eternity, towards the Kingdom of 
God, but we receive the Kingdom of God coming to 
us.  For instance the Priest at the end of the Liturgy of 
St. Basil declares:  “We have had the reminding of Your 
death.  We have seen the mark of Your Resurrection.  
We have been fi lled with Your unending life.”  Our Lord 
Jesus said:  “This is the eternal life to know You the only 
true God and Jesus Christ whom You sent.”  We may 
say that the value of time takes fl esh and bones when 
man is sanctifi ed in time.

In the Church many events bring to us the Grace of the 
Lord.  We may mention a few.  With Baptism we become 
members of the Body of Christ.  With the Eucharist we 
commune the Body and Blood of Christ.  With prayer 
we receive the very refl ections of the eternal life.

Thus the world and the time are having a new meaning 
and a new understanding in the Church.  With the 

Ecclesiastical life, we experience eternity, the coming 
of Christ, the coming of His Kingdom.  We receive 
sanctifi cation.  Christ, as Godman, united the uncreated 
(God) with the created (man), the Divine with the human 
nature.  Thus Christ becomes the necessary bridge for 
our life to be of a unique value in time.  Indeed, with 

Christ  our l ife 
obtains beauty, 
joy, Grace, the 
true life.

Piety, humility, 
love, virtue, the 
ecclesiastical life 
are the factors 

which play the major role in our life to allow our Lord 
to be “with us” (Matthew 28:20).

This concept of time, we hope and pray for each 
one to experience during the New Year 2014. May this 
New Year become a year fi lled with Christ, fi lled with 
eternity, fi lled with the Grace of God and sanctifi cation; 
may this New Year become a spiritually safe and blessed 
year.

This is the way the Church does its work.  The Church 
transforms us in time.

May all of us have a good, meaningful, healthy, 
happy, prosperous and blessed New Year.

With all my love in Christ, 
     Fr. Michael 

 Αγαπητοί Ενορίτες καί φίλοι,
Καθώς ευρισκόμεθα τίς ημέρες αυτές στήν 

αλλαγή τού παλαιού μέ τό νέο έτος καί έτσι 
συνειδητοποιούμε τό γεγονός τής παρελεύσεως 
τού χρόνου θά παραθέσουμε μερικές σκέψεις 
γιά τό πώς βλέπει η Εκκλησία τό φαινόμενο τού 
Χρόνου.

Ας αρχίσουμε μέ τό έργο καί τή θέση τής 
Εκκλησίας στόν κόσμο.  Η Εκκλησία υπάρχει 
όχι γιά νά συντηρεί τόν κόσμο, αλλά γιά νά 
μεταμορφώνει τόν κόσμο.  Νά τού δίνει άλλη 
μορφή, άλλο νόημα καί σκοπό.  Καί αυτό 
πραγματοποιείται μέσα στόν χρόνο.

Ο άνθρωπος στήν Παλαιά Διαθήκη ζούσε 
στή γραμμική διατύπωση τού χρόνου.  Δηλαδή 
οι Ιουδαίοι περίμεναν τόν Μεσσία, τόν Χριστό 
στά τέλη τών αιώνων.  Ο Χριστιανός στήν Καινή 
Διαθήκη δέν ζή τόσο τήν γραμμική διατύπωση 
τού χρόνου από 
τό άλφα σημείο 
νά πορεύεται 
στό βήτα αλλά 
περισσότερο 
υπάρχει η 
αίσθηση τής 
σταυρικής διατύπωσης τού χρόνου.  Δηλαδή 
τό αιώνιο μάς καταλαμβάνει σέ κάθε χρονική 
στιγμή. Μέ άλλα λόγια οι ευλαβείς Χριστιανοί, 
οι άγιοι ενώ ζούν σέ ένα συγκεκριμένο χρονικό 
σημείο, εν τούτοις ζούν εμπειρίες τής αιωνίου 
ζωής.  Αυτό σημαίνει ότι δέν πορευόμαστε 
εμείς πρός τήν αιώνιο Βασιλεία τού Θεού, 
αλλά η Βασιλεία τού Θεού έρχεται σέ μάς.  
Επί παραδείγματι ο Ιερεύς στό τέλος τής 
λειτουργίας τού Μεγάλου Βασιλείου λέγει 
«εσχομεν γάρ τού θανάτου σου τήν μνήμην, 
είδομεν τής Αναστάσεώς σου τόν τύπον, 
ενεπλήσθημεν τής ατελευτήτου σου ζωής, 
απηλαύσαμεν τής ακενώτου σου τρυφής...»  Ο 

Κύριός μας Ιησούς είπε:  «αύτη εστιν η αιώνιος 
ζωή ίνα γινώσκωσί σε τόν μόνον αληθινόν Θεόν 
καί όν απέστειλας Ιησούν Χριστόν».

Δηλαδή υπάρχει η πολυτιμότητα τού χρόνου 
όταν στόν χρόνο ο άνθρωπος αγιάζεται.  Μέσα 
στήν Εκκλησία γίνονται πολλά περιστατικά 
πού μάς φέρνουν τήν Χάρι τού Θεού.  Θά 
αναφερθούμε σέ μερικά.

Μέ τό Βάπτισμα γινόμαστε μέλη τού 
Σώματος τού Χριστού.  Μέ τή Θεία Ευχαριστία 
κοινωνούμε τού Σώματος καί Αίματος τού 
Χριστού.  Μέ τήν προσευχή ζούμε ανταύγιες τής 
αιώνιας ζωής.

Ετσι ο κόσμος καί ο χρόνος αποκτούν άλλη 
σημασία καί άλλο νόημα μέσα στήν Εκκλησία.  
Μέ τήν Εκκλησιαστική ζωή ζούμε τό αιώνιο, τόν 
ερχομό τού Χριστού, τής Βασιλείας Του.  Ζούμε 
τόν αγιασμό.  Γιατί ο Χριστός σάν Θεάνθρωπος 

ένωσε τό 
άκτιστο (τόν 
Θεό), μέ τό 
κτιστό (τόν 
άνθρωπο), τή 
Θεία μέ τήν 
ανθρώπινη 

φύση.  Ετσι ο Χριστός γίνεται η μόνη γέφυρα γιά 
νά αξιολογείται η ζωή μας στόν χρόνο.  Μέ τόν 
Χριστό η ζωή μας αποκτά τήν ωραιότητα, τήν 
χαρά, τήν Χάρι, τήν αληθινή ζωή.

Πόσο πράγματι μεγάλο ρόλο παίζει νά έχουμε 
τήν ευλάβεια, τήν ταπείνωση, τήν αγάπη, νά 
ασκούμαστε στή ζωή τής Εκκλησίας ώστε νά 
επιτρέπομε τόν Κύριό μας νά είναι πάντοτε 
«μεθ’ ημών»(Ματθ.28:20).

Τούτο ευχόμαστε καί προσευχόμαστε.  Στή 
διάρκεια τού Νέου Ετους 2014 νά είναι έτος 
γεμάτο Χριστό, γεμάτο αιωνιότητα, γεμάτο Χάρι 
Θεού καί αγιασμό.  Νά είναι έτος σωτηριώδες.  
Ετσι η Εκκλησία επιτελεί τό έργο της.  Μάς 

μεταμορφώνει μέσα στό χρόνο.
Καλή Χρονιά αγιασμένη καί ευλογημένη από 

τόν Θεό!
Μέ αγάπη εν Χριστώ Γεννηθέντι καί 

Επιφανέντι,
 π. Μιχαήλ Βαρβαρέλης

The Christian in the New Testament era does not have a lining 
process of understanding time of how to reach from point A to 
point B. Mainly there is the sense of a cross-shaped expression 
and understanding of time. This is happening when eternity 

invades us in every possible moment of time.

www.htgo.org
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The	President’s	Message

by George Karres 
Parish Council 

President 

Living	the	Orthodox	Life:	
Putting	Christ	first	in	

our	lives	through	prayer,	
worship	and	partaking	
in	the	Sacraments	thus	
building	and	growing	

spiritually,	His	Kingdom	
on earth.

Dear Parishioners,
I would like to thank everyone for your 

support during my two years as president 
of Holy Trinity.  Our community is very 
blessed to have parishioners like you. 
Everyone at Holy Trinity continues to 
give unselfishly of themselves, hence the 
strong community that we have. 

We have also been fortunate with the 
leadership of our church. The priests, 
the parish council, the staff, the ministry 
leaders and all the volunteers that 
continue to give without any expectation 
of recognition. The excitement of all the 
upcoming changes at Holy Trinity has 
reignited the community.  The future of 

this community needs to have the support 
of our next generation; it is our duty as 
Christians to grow our church. With your 
continued love and support Holy Trinity 
will continue to prosper.

T h e  m o s t  c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d 
important endeavor in our community 
is stewardship. As a community we 
all need to support our church with 
Stewardship. We continue to rely on the 
Greek Festival to financially support our 
church. Stewardship is the key in keeping 
this community growing.  When we have 
a need, we expect the church to be there 
for us. In return the church needs you to 
provide the financial support it needs.

It is my sincere desire that, as the new 
calendar year begins, each of us takes 
the time to reflect on what God has given 
to us and then decide how much time, 
talent and treasures they are willing to 
offer back to God within our Orthodox 
community so that we may continue 
to have this beautiful community and 
continue to fulfill Christ’s mission as a 
Church per His commandment on this 
earth.

Respectfully yours in Christ,
George Karres

980-225-4935
704-621-2628 Cell

bkatsanos@aol.com

Reprinted with permission from the 
Charlotte Observer

Saturday, November 23, 2013
FAITH & VALUES
TIM FUNK

Churches starring in 
‘Homeland’

I never miss TV’s “Homeland.”
Showtime’s CIA drama, shot in 

Charlotte, offers suspense, complex 
characters – and the thrill of watching the 
Queen City pass as Our Nation’s Capital.

So I’m watching it Sunday night, 
riveted by the cleverly plotted doings 
of Carrie Mathison (Claire Danes) and 
Saul Berenson (Mandy Patinkin) and 
then – Whoa! Wait! CIA agent Carrie 
is holding her clandestine meeting with 
a shady go-between for Iran in … Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral!

As a religion reporter, I notice such 
things.

Two scenes were shot inside the 
Dilworth church – one of Charlotte’s 
most stunning, with its awesome icons. 
And viewers got to see the outside of the 
church on East Boulevard – site of the 
Yiasou Greek Festival – as Carrie waited 
in her car to follow said go-between 
down the streets of “Washington.”

Why did Holy Trinity get this shot at 
stardom?

“These things are all script-driven,” 
said Michael Klick, co-executive 
producer of the Emmy-winning series. 
“The script said, ‘Carrie meets somebody 
in a Coptic Orthodox church.’ “

The producers settled for Greek 

Orthodox. “Everybody knows about 
Holy Trinity,” Klick said. “And it’s 
beautiful inside.”

Father Michael Varvarelis, the Greek-
born dean at Holy Trinity, OK’d the 
filming – with one stipulation. “We 
wanted to make sure the language was 
clean,” he said.

“Homeland” is on pay cable, so Carrie 
and other characters have been known to 
spout the F-word. Klick said the show 
made a small change in the dialogue.

And to show its gratitude, “Homeland” 
wrote a nice check to Holy Trinity, 
founded in 1923 and spiritual home to 
870 families.

“It was a good donation,” Varvarelis 
said. And though he’s never seen the 
series, he was impressed with the show’s 
crew. “They were very careful,” he said. 
“And they had all these lights outside to 
make sure the church looked good.”

His flock, Varvarelis said, was excited 
at the national exposure.

Holy Trinity is one of at least five local 
churches to get “Homeland” cameos.

Last year, the series shot a scene – 
another clandestine meeting – in the 
meditation garden at St. Peter Catholic 
uptown. That one starred the show’s 
other major character, Nicholas Brody 
(Damian Lewis), a Marine POW in Iraq 
who returns home.

In the f i rs t  season,  Avondale 
Presbyterian was used for a “funeral 
service,” and Sharon Presbyterian starred 
as the church Brody’s family attended. 
And this year, a “congressional hearing” 
and other scenes were shot at Myers Park 
Baptist.

All the latest news and photos are now on the web.
www.htgo.org   Visit today!
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WHAT IS SIN?
By Fr. Tommy D. Vlahos 

SELL YOUR JEWELRY
WHERE THE JEWELERS

SELL THEIRS!
NO “MIDDLEMAN” = NO JEWELER FEES!

BEST PAYOUT IN TOWN!
FREE & HONEST ESTIMATES

704-525-4646
www.cascaderefi ningnc.com

Selling your GOLD 
and SILVER Jewelry?

CASCADE 
REFINING INC

Since 1974

Dial 704-376-5740
Charlotte, N.C. 28206

Ray M. Teague - Res: 704-596-2665

Fr. Tommy Vlahos, surrounded by his family, was presented the Archangel 
Michael Award after Divine Liturgy on Sunday, November 17.  He was one of 
only two Clergy recipients personally selected for this honor  by His Eminence 

Metropolitan Alexios.  AXIOS!
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Leigh Hubbell Boyce MATTHEWS 
- Leigh Hubbell Boyce, passed away 
December 11 in Matthews, NC. Born 
April 17, 1961, in Atlanta, GA to Dr. 
Robert Hubbell and his deceased wife 
Jane Pittman Hubbell, she was a resident 
of Matthews, NC. Graduating from 
Briarcliff High School, Leigh received 
her nursing license from Dekalb Junior 
College. Serving as a neo-natal ICU nurse 
at Northside Hospital in Atlanta, GA; 
caring for others was her lifelong passion. 
She adored taking care of those tiny 
babies. Leigh left the nursing profession 
to have a family of her own and devoted 
the rest of her life to her three beautiful 
daughters. Leigh was an empathetic 
lady who reached out to others to offer 
her support and compassion. Intelligent, 
witty, and an incredibly generous lady, 
the room would light up when she came 
through the door. One of her many gifts 
was to evoke laughter and bring joy into 
every situation. Leigh is survived by her 
father Dr. Robert Hubbell and his wife, 
Jane; daughters, Stephanie Elia, Marina 
Elia, and Alexis Elia; sister Holly and 
husband Bill Bentley and their three 
children, Brett, Bobby, and Brooke. 
Also surviving are husband, Jon Boyce 
and his two children, Beth and husband 
Martin Aycoth and Stephen and wife 
Tara Boyce and their two children 
Lauren and Lindsay. She will be missed 
by all who had the pleasure of meeting 
her. A memorial service was held at 
Providence United Methodist Church on 
Sunday, December 22 at 2:00 pm.,  2810 
Providence Rd., Charlotte, NC 28211. In 
lieu of fl owers, please make a donation 
to the charity of your choice.

H r i s t o s  A .  H r i s t o p o u l o s
CHARLOTTE - Hristos Anastasios 
Hristopoulos, 82, of Charlotte, passed 
away on November 22, 2013. Funeral 
services were held on Monday, November 
25, 2013, at 2 p.m. at the Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 600 East 
Blvd. Burial followed at Evergreen City 
Cemetery. Mr. Hristopoulos was preceded 
in death by his wife Eleni, son Anastasios 
(Terry) and a granddaughter Eleni. Hristos 
is survived by his children Georgios 
Christopoulos and Vicky Kiziz, both of 
Charlotte, two brothers, two sisters, and 
six grandchildren. Memorials may be 
made to the Levine’s Children Hospital, 
1000 Blythe Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28203. 
Online condolences can be given at 
www.carolinafuneral.com. Carolina 
Funeral Service & Cremation Center was 
entrusted with the arrangements. 

Athanasios Mitsios CHARLOTTE 
- Mr. Mitsios, 54, known as “Tommy,” 
was born April 25, 1959, to the late 
George and Olga Mitsios of Krenti 
Kerasohoriou Evrytanias, Greece. He 
passed away on November 7, 2013. He 
came to America in 1979 and graduated 
from the University of North Carolina, 
Charlotte with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Science and Biology and minored 
in Microbiology. Tommy loved the 
restaurant business where he had a 
passion for cooking and being with the 
public. He ran the Marathon Restaurant 
and Cosmos Restaurant in Kannapolis, 
Tommy’s Kitchen in Concord and Bob’s 
Family Restaurant in Midland. Tommy 
was constantly thinking of other people 
and would do anything to help everyone 
around him. He was a very philanthropic 
person and took pride in helping others. 
Tommy was married to the late Gayle 
Cavin of China Grove. In addition to 
his wife, Tommy was preceded in death 
by his parents, brothers Konstantinos 
Mitsos and Taxiarhis Mitsios, and 

nephew George Karagounis. Survivors 
include his son, Josh; sisters, Lambrini 
Karagounis, of Charlotte and Maria 
Tasios of Greece; brothers, Panagiotis 
Mitsios of Greece, Dimitrios Mitsios 
of Greece and Odysseas Mitsios of 
Australia; and many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces and great-nephews. The 
Trisagion and funeral were held Saturday, 
November 9, 2013, at 12 o’clock at 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral. 
Interment followed in Evergreen 
Cemetery. In lieu of fl owers, donations 
to be made to Panagia Proussiotisa 
Elatos, c/o Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral, 600 East Blvd., Charlotte, 
NC 28203. Arrangements were in the 
care of Hankins & Whittington Funeral 
Service, 1111 East Blvd., Charlotte, NC. 
Please share condolences online at www.
hankinsandwhittington.com. 

G e o r g i o s  Va s i l i o s  Ta s i o s 
CHARLOTTE - Mr. Tasios, 82, of 
Charlotte died Monday, December 16, 
2013 at Novant Health in Charlotte, 
NC, surrounded by his family. He 
was born January 1, 1931, in Sela, 
Evrytania, Greece a son of the late 
Vasilios and Athena Lainis Tasios. 
Georgios was a Korean War Veteran of 
the Greek Army and received several 
medals for his service. Mr. Tasios and 
his family immigrated to the United 
States in 1969 and moved to Charlotte 
in 1974. He was employed with Lance 
Corporation and Zack’s Hamburgers for 
many years until his retirement. Georgios 
enjoyed spending time with his family, 
gardening, watching the news on the 
Greek Channels and his daily visit to 
the local Kafeneio with his friends. Mr. 
Tasios was a long standing member of 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral. 
He was also a member of the Velouchi 
Association and a board member of the 
Elatos Chapter. Mr. Tasios was a devoted 
husband, father and grandfather. He will 
be missed by his family and friends. In 
addition to his parents, Mr. Tasios was 
preceded in death by his wife, Vasiliki, in 

August of this year. Survivors include his 
daughters, Athena Balosos and husband, 
Christos and Catherine Poulimenos and 
husband, Chris; son, Bill Tasios and 
wife, Kalliroe; all of Charlotte, NC; 
sisters, Evthoxia Tasios Panagiotopoulou 
of Greece and Maria Tasios Plakas of 
Charlotte, NC. He is also survived by 
his grandchildren, Jimmy and George 
Koutsopoulos and Cassandra Balosos; 
Diana, Spero, Vickie and Alexander 
Poulimenos; George and Demetri Tasios. 
The Trisagion was held Wednesday 
evening December 18, 2013, at 7:00 
PM at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral. The funeral service was also at 
the Cathedral on Thursday, December 19, 
2013, at 11:00 AM. Interment followed 
in Evergreen Cemetery. Memorials may 
be made to Panagia Prousiotissa Chapel, 
121 Greenwich Road, Charlotte, NC 
28211 or the Renovation Fund at Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 600 
East Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28203 May his 
memory be eternal. Arrangements were 
in the care of Hankins & Whittington 
Funeral Service, 1111 East Blvd., 
Charlotte, NC. Please share condolences 
online at www.hankinsandwhittington.
com. 

Katina  Michaels  Xeros ,  86 , 
of Richardson, Texas fell asleep on 
December15, 2013. Katina was born 
on August 11, 1927 to Charles and 
Euterpy Michaels of Charlotte, North 
Carolina. She graduated Suma Cum Laud 
from the University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro. Katina married Chris Xeros 
on December 16, 1956. She received 
her Master’s Degree in Education from 
East Texas State University, Commerce, 
and taught at the DISD Health Magnet 
School. She was a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa as well as being recognized as 
a nominee for National Teacher of the 
Year Award in 1982. Katina was an 
active member of Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church serving as a catechism 
instructor, President of the Philoptochos 
Society and was appointed to the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese National Council. 
Katina is survived by her husband, 
Chris Xeros of Richardson, Texas; 
daughter, Eleni Xeros-Huff of Denton, 
Texas and daughter-in law, Martha 
Xeros of Rockwall, Texas. She is also 
survived by her grandchildren, Elias 
Huff, Alysia Huff, both of Denton, and 
Adam Xeros of Rockwall. She had one 
great grandchild, Nolan Huff of Denton. 
She was predeceased by her parents; 
brother, Basil Michaels of Charlotte, 
North Carolina and son, Charles Xeros. 
Trisagion (Thrice Holy Ceremony) 
was held at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, 
December 18, 2013 at Holy Orthodox 
Church, located at Hillcrest and Alpha 
Roads. Funeral service was held at 10:00 
AM Thursday, December 19, 2013, at 
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church with a 
burial service at Restland Memorial 
Park, Dallas. Donations may be made to 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, or 
Alzheimer’s Association .

www.htgo.org   Visit today!

www.htgo.org
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F i n e s t  S e a f o o d  i n  t h e  C a r o l i n a s

8517 Monroe Rd.
Charlotte, NC
(704) 535-1400

Specializing in
memorial events

Now serving beer & wine

Hours:
Tu-Th 11:30am-9pm
Fri 11:30am-10pm
Sat 3pm-10pm
Sun 11:30am-8pm

Private party
room available

We are having a great year so far! 
We are incorporating new programs 
and focusing on doing a lot of projects 
throughout the year. New this year, we 

are displaying artwork in the hallway of 
the main building on the Sunday School 
board. Please stop by and admire our 
children’s artwork/projects. Several 

projects have already been completed 
during the fi rst half of Sunday School.

In October the annual Food Drive was 
held. We collected six large boxes full of 

non-perishable items that were donated 
to Loaves & Fishes. In November the 

SUNDay SCHool By eFFie FoToPoUloS

children made Thanksgiving cards, 
snacks and sandwiches that were taken 
to the Urban Ministry. On Sunday, 
November 10th the 3rd grade children 

received their Bibles. In December our 
preschool classes made Christmas cards 
that were taken to White Oak Manor 
Nursing home by our Senior Goyans.

Our annual Christmas Pageant was 
held on December 15th and “WOW” 
was it successful! I was very proud of 
our volunteers and children who made it 
an outstanding performance. We made 

some changes to our pageant by moving 
it after Divine Liturgy and involving all 
grades. We had over 500 parishioners 
show up to see our children! We were 

very excited to see the turnout and are 
looking forward to next year!

In January we had several grades 
complete projects that taught our children 

about Epiphany/Theophany. The children 
learned about Christ’s Baptism, the 

signifi cance of Holy Water and they made 
icons for Holy Epiphany. Their artwork 
is currently being featured on the Sunday 

School board in the hallway.
We are very proud of our children and 

look forward to having more projects the 

second half of Sunday School. We are 
excited and we hope you are too, stay 
tuned for more!

God Bless,
Effi e Fotopoulos
Sunday School Director

Fellowship:	
Recognizing	that	the	
Church is a unified 

body	of	Christ,	we	value	
our	Community	being	

renewed	and	transformed,	
producing	the	fruits	of	

the	Holy	Spirit:	Love,	joy,	
peace,	patience,	kindness,	

goodness,	faithfulness,	
gentleness,	and	self-

control.



C h r i s t m a s  P a g e a n t  2 0 1 3



C h r i s t m a s  P a g e a n t  2 0 1 3



  10 NOV/DEC 2013 The Voice of the Greek Community

GOYA-HOPE/JOY	News By JoHN GeorGoPoUloS

Your Neighborhood Jeweler!

We offer a large selection of quality jewelry at affordable prices 

as well as watches that include Citizen, Seiko, Bulova, Swiss Army, 

Skagen and more. We have full service jewelry and watch repair to 

care for your treasures! 

Brownlee Jewelers is a Charlotte tradition specializing in excellent 

customer service for over 70 years! 

For more information on what 

is offered at Brownlee as well as 

additional store locations:

www.brownleejewelers.com 

Park Road Shopping Center 

4147 Park Road   Charlotte, NC 28209 

704-527-1717 

Hours: M-F 10-7, Sat. 10-6

Michelle Pavlakos

store manager and graduate gemologist

Μιλάμε Ελληνικά

ΜΙΛΑΜΕ ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΑ

Μιλάμε Ελληνικά

On November 29, 2013 the Charlotte 
Bobcats hosted the Milwaukee Bucks 
with their Greek rookie Giannis 
Adetokunbo. With the help of our GOYA 
youth director John Georgopoulos and 
the Charlotte Bobcats staff, a group of 
about 70 of us Holy Trinity members 
got to go to the game and see Giannis. 
Some of us even got to go out on the court 
during the national anthem and stand 
with the players. Every chance Giannis 
got to play was exciting. He fi nished 
with four points, two rebounds, and two 
assists in only 13 minutes of playing. 
With the game over, we Greeks stayed 

after the game and meet Giannis. The 
very young and humble Giannis emerged 
from the tunnel to us cheering proudly 
and spoke with us for a few minutes. 
He performed well in the game but it is 
what he said afterwards that stuck with 
me and many others; with a smile on his 
face Giannis said in perfect Greek, “I just 
wanted to thank all of you for coming out 
and supporting us. Every day people in 
Greece and in America tell me that I am 

not Greek because of the color of my skin 
and you all being out here supporting me 
makes me so very happy.” He reminds us 
that being Greek is not just about skin 
color, it’s about what’s in your heart.

Nicholas Couchell 

On November 29th we had a Greek 
heritage night at the Charlotte Bobcats 
game. Quite a few of us gathered to 
welcome Milwaukee Bucks player 

Giannis Adetokunbo, a Greek of Nigerian 
descent who, at 18 years old, is the 
youngest player in the NBA. He agreed to 
a quick “meet and greet” after the game. 

I think he expected maybe 10 people. We 
were a crowd of over 70. The look on his 
face when he realized we were all there 
for him with our Greek fl ags raised high 
is something I will never forget. He told 
us in perfect Greek that he was “more 

than thrilled to see all of us, especially 
because many people say, because of 
his color, he is not Greek.” It was a 
wonderful experience for all of us who 
were there.

Hresanthe Georgopoulos 

Our Hope & Joy children would like to 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. On Saturday December 
21st the children had a fun and festive 

day with many planned activities to get 
everyone in the holiday spirit. We began 
the day by singing Kalanda to our family 

and friends in the nearby Ashbrook 
neighborhood. They welcomed us with 
love and with open arms, treating us 

with snacks and goodies. We then headed 
over to Skyland Family Restaurant to 
watch Santa arriving by a red helicopter. 
This was an exciting and extraordinary 

 

and friends in the nearby Ashbrook 

event, which our children were so happy 
to witness. We thank Skyland Family 
Restaurant for sponsoring this event 
year after year. Afterwards we went 
back to Ashbrook to fi nish our Kalanda. 

The fi nal house we visited was Mr. and 
Mrs. Jimmy Pappas’, where they had set 
up for us refreshments and a bonfi re to 
roast marshmallows. Our lovely Greek 
tradition of singing Kalanda brings us 

together in this holiday season and, in 
many ways, closer to God. May we be 
in God’s grace and have a blessed and 
safe holiday season.

Demetra J Fourtounis 

love and with open arms, treating us 

Get up 
to date 

news and events  at: 
www.htgo.org
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2334 South Blvd
704-523-8608

www.cannonpharmacies.com

  •  Free Delivery
  •  15% off Every 3rd of the Month 
      on all non-Prescription Items
  •  Drive Thru
  •  Durable Medical Equipment
  •  Six Month Supply Discount
    •  US Post Office 

GOYA-HOPE/JOY	News CoNTiNUeD

On Sunday, December 22, our Goyans met at Park Ten 
Lanes on Montford for bowling.

STRIKE!!
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Whooo’s in 
the News at 

the Preschool?

PreSCHool By PreSCHool STaFF

Christian	Maturity:
In	Ephesians	chapter	four,	

Saint	Paul	says	we	are	
to be a “measure of the 

stature	of	Christ;	that	we	
should	no	longer	be	chi-
dren,	but,	speaking	the	

truth	in	love,	may	grow	up	
in	all	things	into	Him	who	

is	the	head:	Christ.	

of Thanksgiving and sharing with family 
and friends. We will also take a better 
look at ourselves and talk about the 
things that make each one of us unique 
and rather special. We will make Pilgrim 
hats and Indian headbands, turkeys and 
wreaths, the brave ship that won against 
the waves (the Mayfl ower), teepees and 
we will set our Thanksgiving table.

In religion, we’ll talk about angels, 
how God created the world and about the 
entrance of Theotokos into the temple. 
We are expanding our knowledge of 
Greek phrases as well as the Greek and 
the English alphabets, the numbers and 
so many other things that you need to 
come to our class to fi nd out! We will be 
mixing some colors, too (red and blue = 
purple). In our Home Living Center, we 
have a stuffed turkey in the oven! It will 
be ready by Thanksgiving ....... HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING!!!

This year, the calendar is somewhat 
tricky and it seems that Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and the arrival of the New 
Year are closer together. Before we 
get to fi nish saying “Gobble, gobble”, 
we’ll be singing “Deck the Halls, fa la 
la la la.” They are all joyful celebrations 

that help us understand, appreciate and 
acknowledge things like the survival of 
the Pilgrims, the friendship of the Indians 
and, above all, the greatest present given 
to us by God; his only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ.

This is our main theme for December; 
the birth of Baby Jesus. We’ll be wrapping 
and exchanging presents as a symbol of 
love, just like God gave us Jesus out of 
love to show us the way.

We’ll be making Santas, baking 
cookies, decorating ornaments, creating 
Nativity scenes, cutting and coloring 
holiday shapes, making wreaths and 
even more! At the same time we will be 
learning the letters W, N, M, Y, A, K, 
Z, the numbers 9, 10, 11, the star shape 
and we will be reading/listening to  many 
interesting books. Last, but not least, 
we are already learning our Christmas 
songs in Greek and English. We will be 
honored if you come to listen to us during 
our Christmas party, Dec.20. We could 
make a CD that would go off the charts 
for sure, but we try to be humble and give 
the spotlight to another group.....

Have a Merry Christmas and a very 
Happy and Healthy New Year!!!!!!!

TTHF 3’s – The Cuddly Kittens – Mrs. 
Athina Politis and Mrs. Anna Koufaliotis

Our Cuddly Kittens have been busy 
in November. We see the progress 
already. We’ve been trying to hold 
pencils and markers correctly (grasping 
them between the thumb and fi ngers) 
and we’ve started cutting with scissors, 

both essential fine motor skills. The 
month of November, through books 
and many hands-on activities, the kids 
will learn how important it is to share, 
to be thankful and to be a good friend. 
We also will have discussions about our 
families, our pets, about God’s creation 
and Thanksgiving and its meaning. Our 
Bible verse this month is “In Everything, 
Give Thanks” Thessalonians 5:18

Hope you have a very relaxing and 
enjoyable Thanksgiving. “Gobble, 
Gobble” Something for laughs: 

Q: Why do Pilgrims’ pants keep falling 
down?

A: Because their belt buckles are on 
their hats.

Coming back from our Thanksgiving 
break, we will involve all our senses and 
give our kids in our classroom a little 
taste of what the month of December 
has to offer.

Our main theme is Christmas, what 
a “sense-ational” Holiday Season. Do 
you see the Christmas lights glowing 
and the colorful wrapped gifts under 
our tiny classroom Christmas tree? Do 
you hear our jingle bells and our carols? 
We will sing our little hearts out at our 
Christmas party on December 20th. We 
will also smell and taste various delicious 
and mouth watering holiday cookies. 
Please forgive us if we become a little 
bit hyper. Above all, we will try to learn 
what the true meaning of Christmas is: 
When “God’s Son is Born for Us” (Isaiah 
9:6) and when Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ came to Earth to be born as a baby. 
So, from our classroom family, we wish 
you all the joy, the hope and the wonder 
of Christmas to come upon your homes 
and your family. 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New 
Year…2014. 

Kalα Cristougennα kaι Kalη Croniα.
TTH 2’s – The Leaping Frogs – Mrs. 

Vicki Exarhos and Mrs. Vickie Koskinas
The “Leaping Frogs” are in the full 

swing of the fall season. In November 
our themes include: harvest, families, 
giving thanks and praying. We will 
be doing some fun projects with owls 
and turkeys. We will continue to move 

through the alphabet, work with our 
numbers and shapes, and focus on the 
colors brown and yellow. November 
is a busy month with many wonderful 
learning opportunities. We wish everyone 
a very Blessed and Happy Thanksgiving.

We welcome the month of December 
with many fun-filled and exciting 
activities. Our lessons will include the 
Nativity, the Christmas season, and of 
course our jolly friend, Santa Claus! Our 
color for the month is green and our shape 
is the rectangle. The children always look 
forward to this time of year; they are busy 
practicing their Christmas songs for our 
holiday celebration. We can’t wait to 
perform for you. We wish you and your 
families a very blessed Christmas and a 
wonderful New Year!

MW – The Toddling Turtles – Mrs. 
Maria Beall and Mrs. Mahe Politis

During the month of November, we 
will discuss things we are thankful to 
God for: our family, selves, church and 
friends. We’ll learn the ABC song, colors 
brown and yellow, and shapes circle, 
square and triangle. The children are 
learning to do their cross, classmates’ 
names, where things belong, and how to 
pack up after lunch. It’s wonderful to see 
them interacting and playing with each 
other! Some activities include making 
a self-portrait, sun-catcher church, and 
Thanksgiving dinner. Who knows, the 
little ones may even be inspired to try a 
veggie at home this Thanksgiving!

As colder weather approaches, we will 
go outside and see the leaves changing 
colors on our beautiful trees. Also, 
feeling the crunch of the leaves in their 
tiny hands is something they really enjoy.

In December, we will be learning about 
the birth of Baby Jesus, the meaning of 
Christmas, colors green and red and the 
shape triangle. A few of the fun activities 
we have planned are decorating our 
class Christmas tree with our handmade 
ornaments, practicing fun Christmas 
songs and making a gift for mommy and 
daddy. Shhh, don’t tell them what it is!

We are truly impressed with how well 
the kids are behaving in church! We have 
several church dates planned as well, and 
will conclude the month with a Christmas 
party December 20th at 11am in the Fr. C. 
Hall where the kids will sing the songs 
they’ve learned. Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

November and December have been 
a time of celebrations at the preschool. 
On Sunday, November 3rd the preschool 
held its 11th Annual Yiayia’s Kouzina 
fundraising luncheon. It was a huge 
success and we want to thank the Holy 
Trinity and the Charlotte community for 
joining us and supporting our preschool 
fundraiser. We appreciate all the hard 
work from the parents, family members, 
board members and staff that volunteered 
to help before and during the luncheon. 
Many thanks to our cooks for preparing 
the delicious meal that was enjoyed by 
everyone. We also want to thank all 
of our sponsors and donors for your 
generous support of Yiayia’s Kouzina. 
We could not have done it without the 
help and support of everyone involved. 
We Thank You! Last but not least, our 
preschool children did an excellent job 
entertaining us. They sounded beautiful 
and, as always, we are very proud of 
them! On November 25 and 26 the 
classes each had their Thanksgiving 
parties. 

In December the children have been 
busy with all the Christmas activities 
and preparing to celebrate the Birth 
of Jesus Christ. The teachers also got 
together to celebrate Christmas at The 
Big View Diner. We enjoyed a wonderful 
dinner and a delicious sampler platter 
of desserts…Thank you Angelo. We 
wrapped up the year with our preschool 
Christmas Program on Friday, December 
20. The parents and their families came 
to watch our children sing and joined 
us for refreshments after the program. 
Of course, our children did an excellent 
job singing. How exciting it was to see 
the happy expression on the children’s 
faces when Santa came to visit. It was a 
nice way to celebrate as preschool family 
before the holiday break. Our warmest 
wishes to everyone in our community 
for a Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry 
Christmas and many blessing in the 
New Year!

M-F 4’s – The Little Explorers – Mrs. 
Angelina Korinis & Mrs. Athina Politis

After a successful Yiayia’s Kouzina 
we (the Pilgrims) are ready to travel 
the high seas on the Mayfl ower from 
England to America where we will meet 
Squanto the Indian and his friends who 
will show us how to hunt and fi sh and 
how to plant a variety of things to fi ll 
our barns so we do not ... starve. We 
will learn the meaning and importance 

Preschool Yiayia’s Kouzina Program 
Nov 2013

Preschool Staff - Christmas 2013

Preschool Christmas Program 2013

Visit us today at www.htgo.org
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Philoptochos By Viola WeBer

Service:	
As	believers	we	like	to	

fulfill our commitment to 
serve	others	within	and	
outside our Community. 

We	do	this	by	sharing	our	
time,	talent	and	treasures	
for the ministry and the 

glory	of	the	Lord.

Disc & Sciatic Problems?

...Without Surgery!

Decompression Therapy

Dr. George A. Limbanovnos
8019 Ardrey Kell Rd. ∙ Charlotte, NC 28277

704.321.0656

Move Well To Live WellSports Injuries

Preventative Scoliosis Care

Auto Accidents

Rehab
Kids

Cold Laser
Massage Therapy
Nutrition

Merry Christmas to all and a Happy 
New Year. The TLC Lap Blankets of 
Hope are ready and have been delivered 
to our shut-ins for Christmas. Thank you 
to the shut-in committee chairs, Ellie 
Harakas and Angie Kastriches, for their 
hard work. Our next batch of lap blankets 

will go to the Ronald McDonald House 
and Charlotte Square. Workshop dates 
to help make the next set of lap blankets 
will be posted in the bulletin.

Tiropites, Spanakopites and Baklava 
were made and sold. Proceeds from 

this fundraiser will go toward the needy 
families within our parish and the 
community. Thank you to Diane Ramsey 
for taking the orders and to all the ladies 
who did the baking. We also baked and 
sold bread to raise additional funds 

for the holiday season. Many thanks 
to Ekaterini Georgiou for chairing this 
endeavor.

Our annual Christmas party was 
on Dec.10. This was a much-needed 
celebration for all the hard work our 

ladies do all year. The event was a 
huge success due to the chairs, Toula 
Kourakos, Frances Troupes and Cathy 
Poulimenos. Also, a special thank you 
goes out to Chef Demetre Kourakos for 
the delicious food!

This holiday season we were able 
to donate money and presents to 110 
children from Sedgefield Elementary for 

Christmas. Congratulations to our chairs, 
Georgette Boukidis and Celia Thevaos, 
for the success of this project. Also, we 
would like to thank all of the parishioners 
who donated money and gifts for these 
children.

Thanks to the generous support of 
our parishioners, our Agia Elpis Chapter 

always meets 100% of its National and 
Metropolis financial obligations! On the 
local level, we are proud to announce that 
we were able to make donations in the 
amount of $7750.00 to sixteen agencies in 

the Charlotte Mecklenburg area: Loaves 
and Fishes Thanksgiving Turkeys, Empty 
Stocking Fund, Crisis Assistance, Loaves 
and Fishes, Friendship Trays, Hospice 
and Palliative Care – Charlotte Region, 
A Child’s Place, First Christian Church 

– Dilworth Soup Kitchen, United Family 
Services/Shelter Battered Women, 
InReach, Charlotte Rescue Mission/

Dove’s Nest, Buddy Kemp Caring 
House, Harvest Center of Charlotte, USO 
of Charlotte, Observer Summer Camp 
Fund and DOP – Levine Cancer Center.

Upcoming events will be the Vasilopita-
cutting and tray on January 12 and the 
Membership Tea for new members on 
February 9.
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All the latest news and photos are now on the web www.htgo.org
Visit today!

REMARKABLE 
FAMILY CARE

is just around the corner.
Crown Point Family Physicians is a name you can trust  

when it comes to your family’s health. We combine  

leading-edge technology with personalized service to deliver 

remarkable care. Our board-certified physicians can care  

for every member of your family – from newborns to seniors. 

Your entire family can count on us for:

Newborn, infant and pediatric care 

Adolescent, adult and geriatric care

Routine gynecological care and post-menopausal care

Same-day sick appointments • Treatment of minor injuries

School, sports and employment physicals

On-site laboratory, X-ray, ultrasound and bone density testing

Cardiovascular testing – echo and stress testing

Make an appointment today  
by calling 704-384-1260. 

9101 Monroe Road, Suite 155 • Charlotte, NC 28270
www.CrownPointFamilyPhysicians.com

Marshall 
McMillan, MD

John  
Crawford, MD

John  
Crawford, MD

John  

M. Mark 
Hester, MD

Jeffrey 
Hutchings,  

Jeffrey 
Hutchings,  

Jeffrey 

MD
Hutchings,  

MD
Hutchings,  

Dimitrios 
Hondros,  

MD

Jaime  
Wise, MD

Kate  
Lowe, 

MSN, RN, 
FNP

Authentic Greek Restaurant
Located in Southend

200 East Bland St.
Charlotte, NC 28203

Lunch: Sun - Fri 11:00am - 2:30pm
Dinner: Mon - Thur 5:00pm - 10:00pm

Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00pm - 11:00pm
Available for Private Parties

on Sundays
Call for Reservations

704-444-9000

www.greekislesrestaurant.com

Choir	News	By olGa yaMaliS

Dec. 15th---HTC Christmas Pageant
Words cannot describe the feeling 

of success that both the Sunday School 
and Choir members felt during and after 
HTC’s 2013 Christmas Pageant held 
on Sunday, December 15th. The weeks 
of preparation, practice and changes 
for the 2013 Pageant paid off! Father 
C Hall was fi lled with the sights and 
sounds of the Christmas yuletide season. 
The collaboration between HTC’s First 
Service, Second Service and Baritone 
Choirs and the Sunday School grades 
Preschool to 12th Grade was fantastic! 
The Choir’s music encompassed carols 
that were English, Greek, Traditional, 
Spanish and American Spiritual. “Carol 
of the Bells” and “Trigona Kalanda” 
featured bell ringers, “Go Tell It On The 
Mountain” featured Dr. Philip Thevaos’ 
tenor solo, “O Tannenbaum” and “The 
Boar’s Head” were sung by HTC’s 
Baritone Choir, and high school students 
had a merry time Greek Dancing to 
“To Thendro ton Xristougennon.” The 
choir’s setup and sound system were 
well orchestrated and well planned. Our 
sincerest Thank you and appreciation 
goes out to the Pageant Director and Choir 
Conductor Dr. Philip Thevaos, Organist 
Irina Monzolevskaya, Sunday School and 
Pageant Director Effi e Fotopoulos, and 
the parents who volunteered their time 
on the Pageant Committee. Everything 
from the choir, props, costumes, students, 
luncheon staff, and families - it was truly 
beautiful.

Immediately following the Divine 
Liturgy on December 22nd, our brand 
new Byzantine Chant Group sang a 
short program of Christmas hymns. The 

group was instructed and led by Mr. 
Dimitri Petropoulos of Winson-Salem. 
The performance was recorded and can 
be accessed by searching on YouTube 

for Byzantine Chanters of the Carolinas. 
We look forward to learning hymns 
pertaining to the Paschal Season and 
other major Church feast days.

Hymnology and Youth Choir rotation 
schedules continue throughout the 
second half of the Sunday School year. 
Rehearsal for First Service Choir is 
Monday evenings at 7pm and for Second 
Service Choir is Thursday evenings at 
7pm. If your time permits, we’d love for 
you to join us! 

Get up to date
news and 

events 
at

www.htgo.org
Visit  today!
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Perpetuation	of	our	Hellenic	Heritage	and	Culture.		In	
appreciation	of	the	language	in	which	all	the	books	of	the	
New	Testament	have	been	written,	the	language	in	which	

the	Theology,	Dogmas,	and	Canons	of	our	Christian	Church	
have	been	expressed,	the	language	of	our	immigrant	

parents	and	grandparents	we	proudly	are	committed	to	
perpetuate	and	promote	through	the	Greek	School,	lectures,	

celebrations,	and	other	appropriate	ways.

από 250 υποψήφιους μαθητές οι 
οποίοι βρίσκονται σε κατάλογο 
αναμονής για να εισέλθουν στο 
σχολείο. Αποστολή της Ακαδημίας 
είναι «να συνεργάζεται με τους 
γονείς και την ευρύτερη κοινότητα 
για να ενθαρρύνονται οι μαθητές 
να φθάσουν στο ζενίθ των 
δυνατοτήτων τους μέσα από την 
ανάπτυξη της αναλυτικής κριτικής 
σκέψης τους και της απόκτησης 
αυτοπεποίθησης, σε ένα υψηλών 
επιτεύξεων, πολυπολιτισμικό 
και πειθαρχημένο περιβάλλον 
εκπαίδευσης. Ιδιαίτερη έμφαση 
δίδεται στην ανάπτυξη των 
επιδόσεων των μαθητών στα 
μαθηματικά, την ανάγνωση και 
το γραπτό λόγο σε αμφότερες τις 
γλώσσες, αγγλική και ελληνική, 
εφαρμόζοντας τη Σωκρατική 
Μέθοδο διδασκαλίας/μάθησης».

Η Ακαδημία Σωκράτη είναι ένα 
ημερήσιο δημόσιο σχολείο, με 
πλήρες δημοτικό και γυμνάσιο, στο 
οποίο διδάσκεται υποχρεωτικά η 
ελληνική γλώσσα και ο ελληνικός 
πολιτισμός σε όλες τις τάξεις επί 
δυο ώρες ημερησίως. Προσπάθειες 
καταβάλλονται να ξεκινήσει η 
Ακαδημία και λύκειο, οπότε κάθε 
χρόνο το σχολείο θα αυξάνει τον 
αριθμό των μαθητών του κατά 
60-80 μέχρι να ολοκληρωθεί ο 
κύκλος των τάξεων Κ-12 με ένα 
ετήσιο μέσο όρο 1100 μαθητών. 
Η επιτυχία της Ακαδημίας 
έχει ξεπεράσει τις προσδοκίες 
των εθελοντών και σκληρά 
εργαζομένων Eλληνοαμερικανών 
ιδρυτών της και μελών των 
Διοικητικών Συμβουλίων του 
σχολείου και του Ιδρύματός του, 
Ελευθερίου Περούλα, Ιωάννη 
Κουτσόγεωργα και Αντώνη 
Στυλιανού και όλων των γονέων, 
μαθητών, υποστηρικτών του 
σχολείου αλλά και της ευρύτερης 

Παρουσία του ζεύγους Θεοδώρου και Ερρικας Σπυρόπουλου, του π. Μιχαήλ Βαρβαρέλη, των ευεργετών και πλήθους κόσμου 

Έγιναν τα εγκαίνια του υπερσύγχρονου κτιρίου του ελληνοαμερικανικού 
σχολείου τσάρτερ «Ακαδημία Σωκράτους»

Ένα καινούργιο κεφάλαιο 
στο βιβλίο των εξαιρετικών 
επιτυχιών του άνοιξε το δημόσιο 
ελληνοαμερικανικό, καταστατικού 
τύπου (Charter), σχολείο 
«Ακαδημία Σωκράτους» στο Σάρλοτ 
της Βόρειας Καρολίνας.

Με ιδιαίτερη λαμπρότητα, 
υπερηφάνια και συγκίνηση, 
παρουσία των ιδρυτών του 
σχολείου, των διευθυντικών 
στελεχών, των ευεργετών, 
μαθητών του, του π. Μιχαήλ 
Βαρβαρέλη αλλά και πλήθους 
κόσμου, πραγματοποιήθηκαν, 
στις 23 Νοεμβρίου 2013, τα 
εγκαίνια του νέου υπερσύγχρονου 
και ιδιαίτερης αισθητικής 
αρχιτεκτονικής κτιριακού 
συγκροτήματος δευτεροβάθμιας 
εκπαίδευσης, συνολικού εμβαδού 
42000 τετραγωνικών ποδιών 
(περίπου 4000 τ.μ.). Είναι το 
τέταρτο κατά σειρά κτίριο που 
αποκτά μέσω του Ιδρύματός της 
η Ακαδημία, η οποία ξεκίνησε 
τη λειτουργία της το 2005 με 
Νηπιαγωγείο και Πρώτη τάξη και 
με 67 μόνο μαθητές σε ένα μικρό 
ενοικιαζόμενο κτίριο. 

Σήμερα η Ακαδημία έχει 650 
εγγεγραμμένους μαθητές και πάνω 

Οι πρόεδροι της Ακαδημίας 
και του Ιδρύματός της κ.κ. Ελ. 

Περούλας και Αντώνης Στυλιανού, 
περιστοιχιζόμενοi από μέλη των Δ.Σ.  και 

προσκεκλημένους, εγκαινιάζουν το νέο 
κτίριο κόβοντας την κορδέλα.

πολυάριθμης ελληνοαμερικανικής 
κοινότητας. Για τέταρτη συνεχή 
χρονιά τώρα η Πολιτεία της 
Βόρειας Καρολίνας απονέμει στο 
σχολείο την υψηλότερη τιμητική 
εκπαιδευτική διάκριση “Honor 
School of Excellence with High 
Growth”, μια διάκριση που το 
κατατάσσει ανάμεσα στα κορυφαία 
ημερήσια δημόσια σχολεία της 
Πολιτείας (2.700 περίπου δημόσια 
σχολεία λειτουργούν στην πολιτεία 
της Β. Καρολίνας). Μια εξαιρετική 
επιτυχία που σήμερα αποτελεί 
παράδειγμα προς μίμηση και 
για άλλες ελληνοαμερικανικές 
κοινότητες. 

Η μπάντα του σχολείου άρχισε 

την εκδήλωση παίζοντας τους 
εθνικούς ύμνους Αμερικής και 
Ελλάδος καθώς και το «Ποτέ την 
Κυριακή». Ακολούθησε η μοναδική 
παρουσίαση της πολυγλωσσικής 
χορωδίας της Ακαδημίας, η οποία 
με υπεύθυνο τον Έλληνα μουσικό 
καθηγητή Δημήτρη Ζαϊμάκη 
τραγούδησε τραγούδια σε τέσσερις 
γλώσσες, αγγλικά, ελληνικά, 
κινέζικα και ισπανικά, που 
πραγματικά ξεσήκωσαν και γέμισαν 
με υπερηφάνια τους 200 και πλέον 
προσκεκλημένους.  

Ο π. Μιχαήλ Βαρβαρέλης έκανε 
την προσευχή στο επίσημο δείπνο 
και ευχαρίστησε τον Κύριον Ιησούν 
για τις πλούσιες ευλογίες  Του, 
ώστε το Σχολείο της Ακαδημίας 
του Σωκράτους να απολαμβάνει 

Τα νέα διευθυντικά στελέχη της 
Ακαδημίας, γεμάτα ενθουσιασμό και 
αγάπη για το σχολείο, είναι έτοιμα να 

συνεχίσουν τις επιτυχίες του.

αυτή την μοναδική και άριστη 
πρόοδο. Έδειξε τη χαρά του για την 
κοπή τής κορδέλας γιορτάζοντας 
τα επίσημα εγκαίνια του νέου 
εκπαιδευτικού κτιρίου καθώς και 

για τα επιτεύγματα της Ακαδημίας 
Σωκράτους και ιδιαίτερα για 
τις εντυπωσιακές και  άριστες 
ακαδημαϊκές επιδόσεις του 
Σχολείου.  Παρακάλεσε τον Κύριο 
να συνεχίζει να ευλογεί  όλους τους 
παράγοντας που συντελούν σ’ αυτή 
την επαινετή πρόοδο. Πρώτα, τα 
μέλη του Διοικητικού Συμβουλίου, 
τους διοικητικούς υπαλλήλους, 
τους μαθητάς, τους γονείς, τους 
ευεργέτας και όλους τους φίλους 
του Σχολείου που γενναιόδωρα 
συνδράμουν από το ξεκίνημα 
τού Σχολείου και ιδιαίτερα  για 
να υπάρχει σήμερα αυτό το 
νέο επιβλητικό κτίριο και είναι 
παρόντες γιά να στηρίζουν, να 
βοηθούν και να ενθαρρύνουν την 
προκοπή αυτού του Εκπαιδευτικού 
Ιδρύματος. Ευχήθηκε δε οι 
ευλογίες του Κυρίου να συνεχίζουν 
και να πλουτίζουν την ζωή της 
Ακαδημίας.

Ο π. Μιχαήλ με την πρύτανη 
του Κολλεγίου Εκπαίδευσης του 

Πανεπιστημίου της Β. Καρολίνας Δρ 
Μαίρη Λιν Καλχούν και τον σύζυγό της 

Δρ. Λώρενς, τον κ. Ελ. Περούλα και 
τον πρόεδρο του τοπικού Τμήματος 

της Ενωσης Ευρυτάνων Αμερικής «Το 
Βελούχι» κ. Αθ. Νικόπουλο.

Check out  our new 
websi te  and 

Get  up to  date
news and events  at

www.htgo.org
Visi t  today!

Λόγω περιορισμένου χώρου, η συνέχεια 
του παρόντος άρθρου μαζί με τις 
αναγνωρίσεις των ευεργετών της 

Ακαδημίας θα δημισιευθούν στο επόμενο 
τεύχος της εφημερίδος μας.



www.htgo.org

All the latest news and photos 
are now on the web
www.htgo.org

	 •	Compassionate	hearts	providing	quality	service	at	a	
	 	 sensible	price

	 •	Specialists	in	shipping	and	receiving	loved	ones

	 •	Traditional	funeral	arrangements	made	with	the	care	and	 
	 	 certainty	that	the	service	selected	properly	memorializes	 
	 	 your	loved	one

	 •	Pre-arrangement	planning	and	
	 	 transfer	of	existing	pre-arrangements

Charlotte/Ballantyne
16151 Lancaster Hwy.
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-714-1540

Weddington/Matthews
3700 Forest Lawn Dr.
Matthews, NC 28104

704-846-3771

Indian Trail
4431 Old Monroe Road
Indian Trail, NC 28079

704-821-2960

Make the HeritageChoice

Jerry O’Keefe

704-502-4259

jerry@hmproperties.com

Licensed in nc & sc

www.jerryokeefe.com

if you are considering 
a move or wouLd Like 

to keep up with the 
reaL estate activity in 

your neighborhood with 
automatic emaiL updates, 

pLease Let me know!

Apokriatiko Dinner & Dance!
Help Build Our Platia

Cathedral & Courtyard Renovation Fundraiser
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral

Saturday, February 22 2014
Happy Hour 6:30 pm  • Dinner 7:30 pm

Costume or Party Attire 

Adult $30 Pre-Purchase / $40 at the Door 
Children Under 12 Years Old:  $15 / $20

Live Jazz Music • Silent Auction • Cash Bar
Kids Party Room After Dinner

RSVP by mailing your ticket request with your payment to: 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 600 East Blvd, Charlotte NC 28203


