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Hello again everybody,
I hope you had a great summer.  In this issue of The 

Voice, you will find Fr. Vasileios’ remarks; a report from 
our delegation to the Clergy-Laity Congress in Nashville, 
TN; a construction update and Q&A with architect Costas 
Vrettos and IRRC Chairman Dino Pappas.

Also look for articles from three young people who 
talk about two very different experiences in Greece over 
the summer and personal thoughts on faith.

Soon, the Greek Festival will be upon us.  Make time 
to volunteer, your community needs your help.  The 
next issue of The Voice will have many pictures from 

the Festival.  September will mark the start of Sunday School, Greek School, and 
Preschool for 2016-2017.

Until next time,
Be Safe.
Angelo Pete Politis

Dear Editor,
At the last issue [May/Jun 2016] of 

“The Voice” in the short biography of 
Father Constantinides, it was stated that 
“he had taken courses in Theology from 
the University of Athens”.  For the sake of 
posterity I would like to make the following 
corrections.  The only reason I’m doing this 
because our priest, our friend and my best 
friend was very proud of his degree from the 
University of Athens.

In the early sixties the late Archbishop 
Iakovos introduced a scholarship program 
for young priests, recent graduates of 
Holy Cross Theological School, to attend 
the University of Athens.  This program 
was in affect for four years.  During those 
four years, 45 young priests from our 
Archdiocese went to Greece and attended 
the University.  Father Constantinides was 
one among the four that actually graduated in 
that time period.  He graduated with a G.P.A. 
of 8 (λιαν καλως} which is the equivalent of 
B+.  His father, Father Panos Constantinides, 

graduated from the same University 40 years 
prior with a G.P.A. of 9 {‘Αριστα).  These 
grades were very hard to achieve, keeping 
in mind that most graduate with a G.P.A of 6 
or 7.  Father Constantinides used to say that 
only God and the late Metropolitan Sillas of 
New Jersey graduated with the perfect 10.

While on this subject I would like to share 
a small story as was told to me by Father 
Constantinides.  When he went to register 
at the University, along with his other 
credentials, he was told by the registrar that 
he needed to submit his baptismal certificate 
which he did not think to bring.  Father 
argued with them that he was an ordained 
priest from the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America therefore he is baptized.  Well, 
his arguments and his charm did not get him 
anywhere so he called his mother in Atlanta 
to find his baptismal certificate and sent it to 
him –Greek bureaucracy at its best.

Bobby Tsiabassis

Letter to the Editor
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Continued on page 4

by Father Vasileios Tsourlis
Dean of the Cathedral 

Remarks From
Father Vasileios
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Greetings my beloved in 
Jesus Christ,

It is an honor for me to be serving you all along with the 
assistance of my beloved brother in Christ, Fr Theodore, 
and the guidance of Fr Tom, Deacon George, and the entire 
Parish Council. 

Truly, I have no words to express my feelings for the 
warm welcome which myself and my Family received from 
all of you. We are so blessed to be part of the Cathedral 
Family and we are looking forward to meeting in person 
each one of you and worshiping with all of you.

The month of August is one of my most favorable months 
of the entire year and that is because our Orthodox Church 

chooses to celebrate the Dormition of our Theotokos. Allow 
me to confess to you all that I have a special respect and 
love for our Theotokos and the month of August allows me 
to spiritually “connect” even greater with our Most Holy 
Virgin Mary, the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ.  When I 
was in Greece, I had the blessing to serve at a Church that 
was honored to our Virgin Mary and that was the start for 
me to learn more about the life of our Theotokos which had 
an impact on my Spiritual Life.

I could talk for hours, if not for days and weeks of how 
I feel about our Virgin Mary but today, please allow me to 
share with you all a great Homily given by St. Luke the 
Surgeon of Simfereopol on the Feast Day of the Dormition 
of Virgin Mary.

“Each of us is tormented with the question: what will 
happen to us and what awaits us after death?” A sure answer 
to this question we cannot fi nd by ourselves. But the Holy 
Scripture, and fi rst of all the word of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
reveals the secret to us. It is also revealed by the apolytikion 
and kontakion of this great feast of the Dormition of the 
Most-Holy Theotokos, along with the church hymns that 
we chant at this feast.

I want you all to understand why the death of the Most-
Holy Theotokos and Virgin Mary is called “Dormition”. 
The great apostle John the Theologian, in the 20th chapter 
of the Revelation, speaks of the fi rst and second death. The 
fi rst death, which alone is inescapable to all men, also awaits 
the saints and righteous ones. But the second, the fearsome 
and eternal death, awaits the great and unrepentant sinners, 
who denied the love and the righteousness of God and are 
condemned to eternity in communion with the devil and 
his angels.
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In the Gospel of the same great apostle 
and evangelist John the Theologian, we 
read the words of Christ, which are very 
closely associated with those written in 
the Revelation: “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does not 
come into judgment, but has passed from 
death to life.” (John 5:24)

Do you hear this, do you understand 
this? I think that this probably strikes you as 
strange, that all those who are obedient to the 
word of Christ and believe in the Heavenly 
Father Who sent Him passes immediately 
after death to eternal life. There is no reason 
to judge those who have living faith in God 
and who follow his commandments.

And to the great twelve apostles, our 
Lord Jesus Christ said: “Amen, I say to 
you that you who follow me, in the age to 
come, when the Son of man sits upon his 
throne of glory, will also sit upon twelve 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 
(Matthew 19:28) Judges and condemners 
the Apostles of Christ will be during the 
Terrible Judgment of God, and of course, we 
are totally unable to imagine the Most-Holy 
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary being 
judged*, along with the Baptist of the Lord 
John, the great Prophets of God, Elias and 
Enoch whom God took to Heaven alive, 
all the countless mass of martyrs of Christ, 
the holy hierarchs and wonderworkers who 
were glorifi ed by God, foremost being St. 
Nicholas, archbishop of Myra of Lycia.

[*Note: St. Luke is in no way denying 
Christ’s Awesome Judgment of all mankind 
at His Second Coming, but is saying that all 
the righteous made worthy of Paradise will 
join Christ and the Theotokos with body and 
soul in the New Heaven and New Earth of 
His eternal Kingdom.]

We are unable to pass the thought from 
our minds that they would be judged, they 
who heard from the mouth of Christ: “The 
kingdom of God is within you.” (Luke 
17:21) In those great strugglers of Christ, 
as if in precious temples, dwelt the Holy 
Spirit. And while they were alive on earth, 
they were in close communion with God, 
for Christ said: “If anyone loves me, he will 
keep my word, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our home 
with him.” (John 14:23)

The Most-Holy Virgin Mary was the 
spotless temple of the Savior in which 
dwelt the Holy Spirit, and from her most-
holy womb the Son of God received his 
human body, He Who descended from the 
Heavens. Because of this, the bodily death 
is not death, but Dormition, in other words, 
an immediate passage from the Kingdom of 

Continued from page 3  Αγαπητοί μου εν Κυρίω αδελφοί 
και πνευματικά μου τέκνα,

Ο μήνας Αύγουστος είναι 
γ ια  εμένα ένας  από τους  πιο 
αγαπημένους μήνες του έτους διότι 
είναι ο μήνας που εορτάζουμε και 
τιμούμε την Υπεραγία Θεοτόκο 
που τόσο πολύ αγαπώ. Η Αγία 
Εκκλησία μας εορτάζει την κοίμηση 
της Παναγίας μας με νηστεία και 
καθημερινή προσευχή που διαρκεί 
15  ημέρες για να την τιμήσει για 
όλες τις θυσίες που υπέστη έτσι 
ώστε εμείς να έχουμε την χαρά και 
την ευλογία να γνωρίσουμε Τον 
Μεσσία και λυτρωτή του κόσμου 
τούτου, τον Κύριο μας Ιησού 
Χριστό.

Την πρώτη θέση μεταξύ των 
Αγίων της Εκκλησίας μας κατέχει η 
Υπεραγία Θεοτόκος. Όλες οι γενιές 
των χριστιανών την υμνούν και 
την μακαρίζουν. Οι πιο ποιητικοί 
ύμνοι της Εκκλησίας μας είναι 
αφιερωμένοι σ΄ Εκείνη. Οι ιεροί 
Πατέρες έγραψαν εγκωμιαστικούς 
λόγους προς το πρόσωπό Της. 
Και η Γ΄ Οικουμενική Σύνοδος 
δογμάτισε ότι «ὁμολογοῦμεν τήν 
ἁγίαν Παρθένον Θεοτόκον, διά τό 
τόν Θεόν Λόγον σαρκωθῆναι καί 
ἐνανθρωπῆσαι...».

Κατ΄  αρχήν  πρέπε ι  να 
δ ι ευκρ ιν ίσουμε  4  όρους  που 
α π ο δ ί δ ο υ μ ε  σ τ η ν  Π α ν α γ ί α : 
« Υ π ε ρ α γ ί α » ,  « Π α ν α γ ί α » , 
«Θεοτόκος» και «Αειπάρθενος». 
«Υπεραγία»  κα ι  «Παναγία» 
σημαίνε ι  ότ ι  ε ίνα ι  πάνω απ΄ 
όλους τους Αγίους και πάνω από 
τους Αγγέλους. Αμέσως μετά τον 
Τριαδικό Θεό είναι η Παναγία. 

Όπως λέει ο Άγιος Ιωάννης 
ο  Δ α μ α σ κ η ν ό ς  « κα τ έ χ ε ι  τ α 
δευτερεία της Αγίας Τριάδος». 
«Θεοτόκος»  ε ίναι  τ ίτλος που 
αποδόθηκε στην Παναγία κατά την 
Γ΄ Οικουμενική Σύνοδο. Σημαίνει 
ότι «έτεκε», δηλαδή γέννησε τον 
Θεό («Θεός» + «τίκτω»). Για εννέα 
μήνες είχε στα σπλάχνα της τον 
δημιουργό του κόσμου! Δεν μπορεί 
να το χωρέσει ανθρώπινο μυαλό. 
Όμως αυτό είναι που εκφράζει και 
εξηγεί το μυστήριο της Πίστης 
μας. Και δεν είναι μόνο μητέρα του 
Θεού, αλλά και μητέρα όλων μας. 
Γιατί είχε δικό της Υιό, το δεύτερο 
πρόσωπο της Αγίας Τριάδας, τον 
ίδιο τον Θεό! 

Ό π ω ς  η  μ η τ έ ρ α  π ο ν ά , 
α ν η σ υ χ ε ί ,  γ α λ ο κ τ ο τ ρ ο φ ε ί , 
καθοδηγεί, συμβουλεύει το παιδί 
της, χαίρεται στην χαρά και στην 
προκοπή του και  πληγώνεται 
αφάνταστα όταν στεναχωριέται 
ή του συμβεί κάτι κακό, έτσι και 
η Παναγία αισθανόταν το ίδιο 
και περισσότερο για τον Χριστό 
γιατί ήξερε ότι το παιδί Της ήταν 
ο Μεσσίας! Αλλά έτσι αισθάνεται 
και για τον καθένα μας ξεχωριστά 
η Παναγία. Χαίρεται στην προκοπή 
μας και λυπάται πάρα πολύ όταν 
απομακρυνόμαστε από το θέλημα 
του  Θεού .  Όταν  ζητάμε  την 
βοήθεια Της μας την δίνει. Όταν 

God within to the Kingdom of the Heavens 
and to eternal life.

In one of the previous sermons, I explained 
that we have every reason to believe that the 
body of the Most-Holy Theotokos, through 
the power of God, remained incorrupt and 
ascended to the heavens. The kontakion 
of the great feast of the Dormition of the 
Theotokos tells us this: “Neither the grave 
nor death could contain the Theotokos, 
the unshakable hope, ever vigilant in 
intercession and protection. As Mother of 
life, He who dwelt in the ever-virginal womb 
transposed her to life.”

Note that it says: “neither the grave, nor 
death could contain her.” Think that, as 
we remember the Holy Scripture writes 
regarding the death of the greatest prophet 
of the Old Testament, Moses, in the 34th 
chapter of the book of Deuteronomy: he 
died according to the word of God on Mount 
Nebo, and was buried in the land of Moab. 
The grave of this great prophet must have 
been a place of pilgrimage for the whole 
people of Israel. However, in the Bible 
we read that: “no one knows of his tomb 
until the current day.” (Deuteronomy 34:6) 
However, at the Transfi guration of the Lord 
on Mount Tabor, Moses appeared to his Lord 
and Master, Jesus, together with the prophet 
Elias, who was seized alive into heaven.

I think that it would not be a sin to say 
that the body of the great Moses, as the 
body of the Most-Holy Theotokos, remained 
incorrupt.** Because of this his tomb is 
unknown.

[**Note: As is clear above, St. Luke 
acknowledges the distinction that the 
Theotokos (in accordance with Tradition) 
ascended bodily to Heaven following her 
Dormition, as opposed to the incorrupt 
bodies of the Saints, which await the general 
Resurrection.]

Let us think brothers and sisters, about 
the blessed Dormition of the Most-Holy 
Virgin Mary and remember the words of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, whoever hears my word and believes 
him who sent me has eternal life. He does 
not come into judgment, but has passed from 
death to life.” (John 5:24). May God also 
make us sinners worthy to experience this 
great joy, through the joy and love for man 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom belong all 
glory and dominion with His beginningless 
Father and His All-Holy Spirit, unto the 
ages. Amen.”

Wishing to all a very blessed month of 
August and to all our Students a very blessed 
School year. 

Our Prayers will always be with you all.
In Jesus’ Love and Service,
+Fr Vasileios

την παρακαλούμε, μεταφέρει το 
αίτημά μας, την φωνή μας, την 
προσευχή μας στον Υιό Της, τον 
Σωτήρα του κόσμου και αληθινό 
Θεό, τον Ιησού Χριστό, για να 
το πραγματοποιήσει και αν δεν 
το πραγματοποιήσει σημαίνει ότι 
κάτι καλύτερο είναι ετοιμασμένο 
για μας. 

Όλοι έχουμε δεχθεί την 
προστασία και την αγάπη Της, 
την σκέπη, την συμπαράσταση 
και την στοργή Της. Και όλοι στις 
στεναχώριες το πρώτο όνομα που 
επικαλούμαστε είναι το ιερό όνομα 
της Παναγίας. Αυτό δείχνει πόση 
εμπιστοσύνη έχουμε στην Θεοτόκο 
και πόσο στερεωμένη είναι η αγάπη 
μας για Εκείνη. Η Παναγία είναι 
η μεσίτρια που παρακαλά στον 
Θεό για τους ανθρώπους. Είναι η 
«κλίμαξ», η σκάλα μέσω της οποίας 
κατέβηκε ο Θεός από τον ουρανό 
στην γη. Είναι η καταφυγή μας σε 
κάθε περίσταση, είτε ευχάριστη, 
είτε δυσάρεστη. Είναι η ελπίδα μας 
για να κληρονομήσουμε τα αιώνια 
αγαθά.  Είναι  η ρύστις  στους 
κινδύνους. Είναι η παρηγοριά
στις στεναχώριες. Στις ζάλες της 
ζωής που μας περικυκλώνουν όπως 
οι μέλισσες το κερί, η Παναγία 
είναι το λιμάνι μας, στις λύπες 
είναι χαρά και ευφροσύνη και στις 
αρρώστιες η γρήγορη βοήθεια. 
Είναι η υπέρμαχος του λαού, η 
σκέπη στις συμφορές. Η Παναγία 
μας είναι το κέντρο της Πίστης μας 
με μία φράση διότι αυτή μας οδηγεί 
προς τον Χριστό, τον καινούργιο 
κόσμο και την σωτηρία. Είναι το 
κλειδί της Βασιλείας του Θεού.
« Α ε ι π ά ρ θ ε ν ο ς »  ( « α ε ί »  + 
«παρθένος»). Η Παναγία παρέμεινε 
Παρθένος όλη την ζωή της. Ποτέ 
δεν γνώρισε άνδρα. Και ποτέ δεν 
είχε άλλα παιδιά συνάμα με τον 
Κύριο Ιησού. Αειπάρθενος και 
μητέρα μαζί ήταν η Παναγία. Ένα 
οξύμωρο σχήμα που οικονομήθηκε 
από τον Θεό γιατί ήταν Αυτή που 
θα γεννούσε τον Σωτήρα του 
κόσμου.

Θα μπορούσαμε να μιλούμε 
όχι ώρες, αλλά μέρες, ακόμα και 
μήνες για την Παναγία με συγκίνηση! 
Εμείς, ως Ορθόδοξοι Χριστιανοί, 
πρέπει να «ὁμολογοῦμεν τήν ἁγίαν 
Παρθένον Θεοτόκον», να Την 
αισθανόμαστε ως μητέρα μας, ως 
καταφυγή μας, ως ελπίδα μας και 
να ζητούμε ικετευτικά την πρεσβεία 
Της και την προστασία Της. «Αἱ 
γενεαὶ πᾶσαι, μακαρίζομέν σε, 
τὴν μόνην Θεοτόκον»! 

Αγαπητοί μου αδελφοί στην 
επόμενη έκδοση της εφημερίδος 
θα σας γράψω για την ζωή της 
Παναγίας  μας.  Έως τότε  σας 
εύχομαι να έχετε υγεία και πίστη 
στον Κύριος μας και σωτήρα του 
κόσμου Ιησού Χριστό.

Ε ν  Κ υ ρ ί ω  α γ ά π η  κα ι 
διακονία,

+π. Βασίλειος
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Continued on page 6

by Father Theodore Ehmer
Associate Priest 

by John Mahairas

Remarks From
Father Theodore

PC President’s Message

On the Dormition
It is only natural that as we approach 

the end of the summer that the theme 
for this article surrounds the greatest 
and most joyous feast of the Summer, 
the “Summer Pascha”, the Κοίμησις, or 
Dormition of the Most-Holy Theotokos 
and Ever-Virgin Mary.  This is a beautiful 
feast and this year we have the additional 
blessing of chanting the Εγκώμια or 
Funeral Hymns to the Theotokos during 
the Great Vespers of the Feast.  These 
are hymns that correspond to those 
which we chant on Holy Friday but 
addressed to Panagia instead of Christ.  
Additionally, this feast will always 
have an additional meaning to me as the 
feast of our Panagia’s Dormition is the 
anniversary of my first day here at our 
beloved Cathedral.

This magnificent feast may beg the 
question from those who know Holy 
Scripture well:  Why do we not see 
any recording of these events in Holy 
Scripture?  Where do we receive the 
traditions of our Lady’s falling asleep 
from if they are not from the Biblical 
canon?

There are a great deal of holy traditions 
that we adhere to in the Orthodox Church 

regarding the passing of the Theotokos 
to eternal life.  Most importantly 
and without question we can say the 
following:  Panagia died, was buried, 
and was raised from the tomb to heavenly 
glory within a few days of her burial 
by Christ.  However, we also see other 
traditions which have been handed down 
to us through the divine services.  For 
example, from the Paraklesis service we 
chant: O You Apostles from far off, being 
gathered together, in the village of 
Gethsemane, Lay my body in burial, and 
You, my Son, and my God, Receive now 
my spirit from me.

This is just one small example of the 
traditions of the Dormition.  We can 
look at the icon of the feast and see the 
richness of our holy truths regarding 
this feast.  We see these traditions in the 
hymns that we chant at the end of the 
Paraklesis during this period.

As we move through the early 
centuries of the Church, we can observe 
the homilies of the Great and Holy 
Fathers that they gave on the Feast of 
the Dormition.  We can see in these 
homilies that there is a general tradition 
which had been handed down regarding 
the Panagia’s falling asleep in the Lord.  
As St. John of Damascus says, the events 
of the Virgin Mary’s Dormition are 
“what we have learned from of old, at 
our mothers’ knees.”  But all of this still 
begs the question, why don’t we see a 
recorded history in Scripture of such an 
important event about such an important 
person as Panagia?

St. Andrew of Crete writing in the 
8th century addressed the question with 
the following: “She whom God took as 
his own fell asleep much later (than the 
events of the Gospels) – for it is said that 
she reached extreme old age when she 
departed from this world.  Or perhaps the 
times may not have favored a full account 
of these events; it was not appropriate 
for sowing the seed of the news of God’s 

Fellow parishioners,
All of the Holy Trinity worshipers have 

shown great resolve and Faith during the 
very busy summer months.  Our community 
has come together to prepare for our annual 
festival which is a great endeavor. The 
festival always requires a great deal of our 
talents and time to make it the success it is.

Monday, August 15 we celebrated tis 
Panayias, the Dormition of the Theotokos. 
The Divine Liturgy that morning was 
a beautiful and spiritual event for all in 
attendance.  The Cathedral was full of 
faithful parishioners celebrating this very 
special day dedicated to the Theotokos.

We are truly blessed to have Father 
Vasileios and his family join our community.  
Father is a great spiritual leader with 

abundant energy and initiatives that could 
benefit Holy Trinity.  Please introduce 
yourselves to Father and his family and 
welcome them to our community.

In closing, the renovations to the Cathedral 
and courtyard have progressed very well and 
should be completed around the first of the 
year.  I respectfully request all parishioners 
who have not made a donation or pledge 
towards the project to do so as soon as 
possible.  If we all financially participate, we 
will achieve our goal to completely pay for 
the project sooner rather than later.  Donation 
information is available in the church and 
from the church office.
Yours in Christ,
John Mahairas
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saving plan to speak in detail of these 
things, at the same time they were writing 
the Gospels, since these events needed 
another, specific and very deliberate 
kind of treatment, not possible at this 
moment.”  What St. Andrew is telling 
us is that we have Holy Tradition that 
works hand-in-hand with Holy Scripture 
to convey the reality of this feast and the 
reality of the entirety of God’s salvifi c 
actions in the world.

We are thankful for the beautiful liturgical 

tradition that has been passed down to us 
about the falling asleep of our Panagia.  
And it is a wonderful reminder that we have 
a living and breathing Church which is full 
of faithful Christians imbued with the Holy 
Spirit.  Christian tradition and Christian 
inspiration did not cease with the writing of 
the Bible.   It has continued uninterrupted 
for over two thousand years and we see that 
in the inspired hymnography, iconography, 
and poetry regarding the Theotokos and 
her Dormition.  May we always have the 
Theotokos’s intercessions and be found 
under her sheltering veil!

While many of you were enjoying 
a family vacation, a few of us 
represented our Cathedral at the 43rd 
Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress in 
Nashville, Tennessee. Our new priest, 
Father Vasileios, along with Father 
Theodore, John Mahairas, Aphroula 
and I were your delegates. At the 
same time, our Philoptochos was 
represented by Lucy Pappadakes and 
Anna Pitsikoulis while the Choir was 
represented by Sarah Vastis and Dr. 
Phillip Thevaos. Our entire group 
diligently attended the sessions and 
was active participants. It was a time 
for us to understand the course our 
church is following on a national 
level and see how it impacts us on the 
parish level. 

The theme of the congress was “you 
are the voice of Christ in a changing 
world.” As Archbishop Demetrios so 

Report from the Clergy-Laity Conference
John anD aPhroula couchell, SPecial to the Voice

eloquently stated, “We are gathering in a 
world that is changing around us. We are 
confronted with the challenges of rapid 
and constant change; however, as the 
people of 

Fr. Vasileios with Philoptochos 
delegates Anna Pitsikoulis 

and Lucy Pappadakes

Continued on page 7

 Kyriaki Chalari Hinson (1960 - 
2016)

Kyriaki Chalari Hinson, 56, of Gastonia, 
NC, passed away Thursday evening, the 
14th of July 2016 at her home surrounded 
by her family.

Kyriaki was born the 9th of March 1960 
in Athens Greece, one of six children, to the 
late Emmanuel Chalaris and Athina Fatsea 
Chalari.  She worked with the Hellenic Air 
Force as a telephone operator. This is where 
she would meet her future husband, Tim, 
who was stationed in Athens with the United 
States Air Force during the Gulf War.  The 
two returned to the United States, where 
she was a member of Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral and worked as a teacher 
in the Greek school.

The Funeral Service was held 3:00 PM, 
Monday, the 18th of July 2016 at Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral.  Burial was 
promptly at 10:00 AM, Tuesday, the 19th of 
July 2016 in Salisbury National Cemetery, 
Salisbury, NC.

A dedicated wife, mother and sister, 
Kyriaki is survived by her beloved husband 
of twenty-fi ve years, Tim Hinson; daughter, 
Athina Hinson-Boyte and her husband, 

James; and a son, Philip Hinson, all of 
Gastonia, NC; three brothers: Antonis 
Chalaris and wife, Eleni; Giannis Chalaris 
and wife, Eleni; Babis Chalaris and wife, 
Nancy, and two sisters: Maria Voutsina and 
husband, George; and Katerina Chalari all 
of Greece.

In lieu of fl owers memorials may be made 
to Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
Renovation Fund, 600 East Blvd., Charlotte, 
NC 28203.

Notes of encouragement and condolences 
may be sent to the family by visitingwww.
ellingtonfuneralservices.com.

Serving the Hinson family is Ellington 
Funeral Services, “The Historic Morehead 
Street Chapel” 727 E. Morehead St. , 
Charlotte, NC 28202. Family owned since 
1944.

Dimitrios Evangelos “Jimmy” 
Tsoulos (1947 - 2016)

Dimitrios Evagelos “Jimmy” Tsoulos, 
69, of Charlotte, NC, passed away Sunday, 
the 10th of July 2016 at Caswell Beach, NC 
while on vacation with his family.

Jimmy, as he was affectionately known, 
was born in Agio Antreas, Karpenisiou, 
Evrytanias, Greece on the 23rd of October 
1947 to Vasiliki Karagiozis Tsoulos and the 
late Evanggelos Dimitrios Tsoulos.  In 1975, 
while working with the Hellenic Merchant 
Marine, he came to America with only 

his wallet and a dream for a better life. He 
worked in various restaurants in Winston-
Salem & Charlotte. He was co-owner of 
Piedmont Family Restaurant in the early 80’s 
and later opened and ran Fish & Chicken 
Corner on N. Tryon Street, sometimes called 
Jimmy and Vivia’s place.

Dimitrios is survived by his beloved wife 
of 39 years, Vivia Tsoulos of Charlotte, NC; 
his mother, Vasiliki Tsoulos of Greece; his 
three children: Vicki Georgoulias (daughter) 
and her husband, Gus; Angelo Tsoulos 
(son) and his wife, Cathy and Johnny 
Tsoulos (son) all of Charlotte, NC; four 
grandchildren: Despina, Nontas, Sofi a, & 
Dimitris Georgoulias; a brother, Athanasios 
Tsoulos and a sister, Agathi Psaropoulou both 
of Greece; two Godsons, Steven Kotsokalis 
and Spiro Housiadas. In addition, a number 
of nieces and nephews in the US and Greece, 
all of Vivia’s family who were like his family, 
and very special beloved friends who were 

more like brothers.
Services were held at Holy Trinity 

Greek Orthodox Cathedral - 600 East Blvd, 
Charlotte NC, 28203. The Trisagion service 
was held 7:00 PM, Wednesday, the 13th of 
July 2016. The Funeral service was held at 
3:00 PM, Thursday, the 14th of July 2016. 
Burial followed at Evergreen Cemetery.

In lieu of fl owers memorials may be made 
to the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
Renovation Fund, 600 East Blvd., Charlotte, 
NC 28203 or to Panagia Prousiotissa Chapel, 
at Elatos Park, Weddington, NC c/o Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral.

Notes of encouragement and condolences 
may be sent to the family by visitingwww.
ellingtonfuneralservices.com.

Serving the Tsoulos family is Ellington 
Funeral Services, “The Historic Morehead 
Street Chapel” 727 E. Morehead St., Charlotte, 
NC 28202. Family owned since 1944.
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as Mr. E, Chris was never without kind 
a word, joke, words of advice or coin 
trick. His faith, family, and friends were 
at the center of his life. Mr. Economides 
is survived by his devoted wife Patricia 
Economides; son, Chris Economides 
III and wife, Mitzi, of Charlotte, NC; 
daughter, Constance Economides 
of Charlotte, NC, her fiance, Chad 
Howard of Cornelius, NC; and daughter 
Marian Leclerc and husband, Chris 
of Charlotte, NC; five grandchildren: 
Robert Brendle, Isabella Brendle, Zoe 
Economides, Avery Leclerc and Evan 
Leclerc all of Charlotte, NC and a sister, 
Betty Yianitsas of Houston, TX. The 
Economides family greeted friends from 
10:00 AM until 11:00 AM Thursday, 
the 18th of February 2016, at Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral. The 
Trisagion and Funeral Service followed 
at 11:00 AM. Committal followed 
in Evergreen Cemetery. Memorials 
may be made in remembrance of 
Chris Economides, Jr. to Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Foundation, 600 East 
Boulevard, Charlotte, NC 28203 or to 
Novant Health Hospice and Supportive 
Care, P.O. Box 33549, Charlotte, NC 
28233.

George Koutsogoulas 
George  Koutsogoulas ,  40 ,  o f 

Charlotte, NC, passed away Tuesday, the 
29th of March 2016, from complications 
of cancer. George was born the 13th of 
February 1976 in Charlotte, NC and 
was a lifelong resident. He worked at 
the Police Department in his younger 
years and went on to work for the Great 
Lakes Petroleum where he found not 
only a job, but a family. Everyone that 
knew George has a story to tell that 
includes a smile, a hug and likely a 
dinner. He had a deep love for people 
and had many, many friends that loved 
him deeply, above all he was closest 
to his family. He and his brother were 
known to talk or most likely see each 
other daily. He was also was a loving 

and devoted son and uncle. He is 
survived by his loving mother, Zoi; 
brothers: Jimmy, Nick and his wife, 
Crystal and his two nieces: Sarah and 
Sophia Koutsogoulas all of Charlotte. 
He was preceded in death by his father, 
Vassilious Koutsougoulas. A Trisagion 
Service was held at 7:00 PM, Monday, 
the 4th of April 2016 at Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 600 East 
Blvd. The Funeral Service was held at 
11:00 AM, Tuesday, the 5th of April 
2016, also at the Cathedral.  Burial 
followed in Evergreen Cemetery. A 
luncheon was held in the Father C Hall 
at Holy Trinity following the graveside 
service.  Notes of encouragement and 
condolences may be sent to the family by 
visiting www.ellingtonfuneralservices.
com. Serving the Koutsogoulas family 
is Ellington Funeral Services, “The 
Historic Morehead St. Chapel”, 727 E. 
Morehead St., Charlotte, NC 28202. 
Family owned since 1944.

Pete John Mahairas
Pete John Mahairas, 82, of Charlotte, 

NC, passed away Thursday, the 4th of 
February 2016, at Levine & Dickson 
Hosp ice  House  -  Sou thmins te r 
surrounded by his wife of 52 years 
and his children. Pete was born the 
10th of February 1933 in Karyae, 
Greece to John and Vasiliki Mahairas. 
He cherished his childhood village 
of Karyae but civil war drove him to 
immigrate to the United States in 1951. 
He initially moved to Greensboro then 
settled in Charlotte in 1956. Here he 
met and married his wife, Dina Vastis 
Mahairas in 1963 and they owned and 
operated the Quonset Diner and later 
Hermanos Mexican Restaurant until 
he retired in 1995. Gardening was 
Pete’s passion and he enjoyed working 
in his yard and being outdoors and 
was known for his green thumb.  The 
only thing he loved more than being 
outside in his garden was being with 
his grandchildren and “Pappou” always 

had a special place in the hearts of each 
of his grandchildren as well. He was 
a life-long member of Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church and member 
of Adelphotis Arahoviton.  Pete was 
fortunate enough to have many friends 
and a large and loving extended family. 
His kind heart and humor will be missed 
by many.  He was preceded in death by 
his brothers: Sotirios, Elefterios (Terry), 
Andrew and Perry; and his father-in-
law and mother-in-law, John and Eleni 
Vastis. He is survived by his wife 
Dina, children Valerie Athanailos and 
husband, Taso; John Mahairas and wife, 
Elaine; Helen Moffat and husband, 
Aaron; six grandchildren: Costa and 
Peter Athanailos, Peter, Andriana and 
Maria Mahairas and Matthew Moffat; 
two brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law: 
Sam and Matoula Vastis and Perry and 
Niki Vastis; sisters-in-law: Glykeria, 
Bessie, Matoula and Panagiota Maheras; 
18 nieces and nephews along with their 
spouses and all their children.  He 
loved his family with all his heart and 
always wanted to keep them close in 
his life as well.  Pete was a courageous 
and unusually strong man that endured 
many adversities in his life one of 
which was the need for dialysis due to 
his end state renal disease.  He endured 
twelve years of treatment but finally 
let go after almost a month at CMC.  
He wanted to thank Dr. Peter Copsis 
and all the wonderful people that cared 
for him at the DSI dialysis clinic and 
the staff in the ICU at CMC for their 
care and also their kindness during his 
hospitalization.  His family would like 
to thank the staff at Levine & Dixon 
Hospice House - Southminster.  The 
Trisagion service was held at 7:00 PM, 
Saturday, the 6th of February, at Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral.  The 
Funeral service was held at 11:00 AM, 
Monday, the 8th of February 2016, at 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
with the burial following in Evergreen 
Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers, memorials 

may be made in remembrance of Mr. 
Mahairas to the Building Fund of Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 600 
East Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28203. Notes 
of encouragement and condolences may 
be made to the family by visitingwww.
ellingtonfuneralservices.com. Serving 
the Mahairas family is Ellington Funeral 
Services, “The Historic Morehead 
St. Chapel”, 727 E. Morehead St., 
Charlotte, NC 28202. (704) 334.6700. 
Family owned since 1944.

Spiros Christos Maroulis
Spiros Christos Maroulis, 77, passed 

away on Saturday, April 23, 2016.  
Spiros was born on September 25, 1938, 
the youngest of three brothers, to the 
late Christos and Spiridoula (Sanoulis) 
Maroulis in Hriso, Evrytania, Greece.  
He immigrated to the United States in 
1968 with his family where they resided 
in New York City for 3 1/2 years. He 
then moved his family to Charlotte, NC 
to raise his children.  He was a skilled 
and very talented subcontractor who 
enjoyed his career of building homes 
in and around the Charlotte area.  He 
was a member of the Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral and the 
Evrytanian “Velouchi” Association. 
Spiros cherished his family more than 
anything and the joyous life he built with 
his loving wife of 50 years, Alexandra 
(Mandragonis).  Spiros is survived 
by his wife, children Chris Maroulis, 
Loula Minakakis and husband Larry, 
Julia Maroulis and his most beloved 
of all grandchildren Anna Maria and 
Dimitri Minakakis that were his pride 
and joy.  Survivors also include his two 
sisters-in-law, many cousins, nieces 
and nephews. Spiros was preceded in 
death by his parents and brothers Sotiri 
and Ilias Maroulis.  Funeral Services 
was held on Tuesday, April 26, 2016 
at 11:00 a.m. at Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral. Spiros was laid to 

Nick Ken
Bowen Poe

Kenneth W. Poe Funeral & Cremation Service

For many years, Ken and Nick have served Holy Trinity families with the 
compassion and dignity that the community deserves.  After many years working for 
a large, corporate-owned firm, they have opened their own privately owned facility, 

ready to serve the Orthodox community with care and attention unmatched in 
Charlotte.  Please call Ken or Nick, or visit our new location in Dilworth, and let us 

share with you how we can save you money while providing the highest level of 
service.  We are also happy to transfer pre-arrangements that may have been made at 

other funeral homes.

Kenneth W. Poe Funeral & Cremation Service
1321 Berkeley Avenue   Charlotte, NC  28204

704-641-7606
www.kennethpoeservices.com
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God we are equipped with His wisdom, 
we have a deep faith in His spiritual 
power, and our hearts are bold in His 
assurance.” This is one of the themes 
that really stood out for us. As our world 
is changing so is the Church and in order 
to accomplish our mission we must be 
united and dedicated to this cause. We 
have progressed beyond the immigrant 
church of our parents and grandparents.

Here are some other observations that 
we want to share.
1. It was a pleasure and honor to spend 

time with and get to know Father 
Vasilios. He has a great deal of 
energy and insight. Most importantly, 
he wants to be at Holy Trinity 
Cathedral. 

2. Everywhere we went we ran into 
people who grew up and at one time 
called Holy Trinity home. In fact, the 
chairs of the congress were George 
and Lee Ann Anderson. They did an 
outstanding job putting the events 
together and we thank them for 
opening their home for us! We felt a 
great deal of pride knowing that our 
parish nurtured so many outstanding 
leaders throughout the Metropolis 
and Archdiocese. 

3. The Very Reverend Archimandrite 
Nathaniel  Symeonides led an 
excellent panel discussion on the 
recently concluded Holy Synod 
Council meeting held in Crete. Each 
of the Metropolitans and Archbishop 
Demetrios gave us their impressions. 
It has been over 1000 years since the 
last such historic event occurred. 
Topics of discussion included the 
Orthodox Diaspora, the Sacrament 
of marriage and its impediments, 
the importance of fasting and its 
observance today, the relations of 
the Orthodox Church with the rest of 
the Christian world and the mission 
of the Orthodox Church in today’s 

Caption for front page  
photo from Nashville. 

Holy Trinity delegates and 
attendees at the Clergy-Laity.  

L-R, Aphroula Couchell, 
John Couchell, Sarah Vastis, 

Presvytera Stacey, Fr. Theodore, 
Fr. Michael Varvarelis, His 

Eminence Metropolitan Alexios, 
Fr. Vasileios, PC President 
John Mahairas, Dr. Philip 
Thevaos, Gerry Clonaris, 

Lucy Pappadakes, and Anna 
Pitsikoulis.

world.
4. Each of us attended different 

breakout sessions and they were 
very informative. However, it was 
evident that our parish was ahead of 
most others. We sometimes overlook 
this fact because we focus on the 
negative rather than the positive. 
One of the sessions had to do with 
protecting our youth against sexual 
assaults.  The Archdiocese will 
soon be implementing a mandatory 
national criminal background check.  
It will be an important new tool for 
everyone’s benefit.

5. The Gaylord Opryland Hotel was 
breathtaking.  By the time we figured 
where we were going, it was time 
to check out.  If you’re ever in 
Nashville, this is a must-see place!!  
It is the largest non-casino hotel in 
the United States. 

In conclusion, thank you for giving 
us the opportunity to represent Holy 
Trinity. It was indeed an honor!

The goal of the Heritage Greece 
program is to send Greek-Americans 
who have never been to Greece, 'back 
home' to experience the culture and 
history of their heritage.  The program 
is based at the American College 
of Greece - Deree (located in Agia 
Paraskevi) and funded by the National 
Hellenic Society in Washington D.C.  
There  were  50 Greek-American 
students from across the U.S. and 20 
American College of Greece peers 
from Deree on the trip.

We began the 16-day journey with 
2  days  in  D.C. , 
explor ing Greek 
history at the local 
m u s e u m s  a n d 
ge t t ing  to  know 
each other before 
we left for our trip 
to Greece.  We got a 
"behind the scenes 
tour" at the National 
G e o g r a p h i c  H Q 
regarding their new 
"Greeks Exhibit" 
and  t he  mak ing 
of  "The Greeks" 
documentary.  We 
also had a delicious 
rooftop dinner at 
t he  D .C .  Ahepa 
House.

T h e  H e r i t a g e 
Greece  p rogram 
w a s  v e r y  w e l l 
o rg a n i z e d .   We 
had an extensive 
itinerary planned 
for  us  each  and 
every day.  We were 
able to witness and 
enjoy the beauty 
and highlights of 

A Different Summer in Greece
Sammy PiStioliS, SPecial to the Voice

Greece.  In addition, the program 
allowed us plenty of free time to 
explore this wonderful country on our 
own and experience the Greek culture 
firsthand.  Each day, we began with 
a 2-hour Greek culture and language 
seminar at the American College, 
which helped us improve our skills 
in the Greek language.  During the 
10 days that we were stationed in 
Athens, we had lunch at the Plaka, saw 
the Parthenon, went to the Acropolis 

At the Parthenon
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Museum, visited Cape Sounion and 
Poseidon's Temple, went to Yabanaki 
Beach, took a scooter tour of the city, 
enjoyed authentic Greek cuisine, 
discovered Greek art and culture, went 
to a Laiki, saw an open air cinema, 
attended a concert, had dinner with 
a host family, visited Arachova and 
Delphi, and went to Monastiraki and 
the port of Piraeus.  Much more was 
done during this time, but those were 
some of the most memorable events 
for me.  

In addition to being in Athens, we 
spent 3 days in Crete.  On this beautiful 
i s land ,  we explored  Herakl ion , 
Knossos, Chania, Venizelo's House 
(Prime Minister of Greece in the 
early 20th century), attended wine 

Summer continued from page 7

The first time my mom mentioned 
a mission trip anywhere, I thought that 
would be a great thing to do—serve others 
that don’t have what we have.  Well, a 
few weeks later she made that thought a 
reality.  I never imagined I would have the 
opportunity to do something quite like this 
nor did I know what I was about to see and 
experience.

The island our group served in Greece 
was the island of Lesvos in Mytilene.  It is 
a northern Greek island close to Turkey.  
The refugees travel to Turkey from Syria 
and other countries in order to flee from the 
warfare and destruction going on in their 
countries and the Middle East.  Our trip was 
made up of 23 people through Samaritan’s 
Feet including 5 minors.  Samaritan’s Feet 
provides shoes to refugees.

When we arrived, we went to Camp 
Moria in Mytilene (the largest refugee 
camp on Lesvos) for our orientation and 
were told that no minors were allowed 
to serve inside that camp.  What I saw 
of Camp Moria from the outside, in my 
opinion, was absolutely horrible.  As our 
bus rolled into the camp, we were greeted 
by 2 Greek policemen with guns in their 
hands who said, “What are you guys doing 
here?”  We saw refugees inside the camp 
that looked and stared at us with the same 
look that the guards gave us, hostile and 
unwelcoming.  Through the many layers 
of fence and barbed wire, I saw people in 
tents on cement and in container units that 
served as houses that were overcrowded 
with people.  It was not in any way how 

Our Mission Trip to Lesvos
Zachary Stone, SPecial to the Voice people should have to live.

Since the adults were able to serve in 
Moria, the teenagers went to Plan B which 
consisted of many useful things: 

We helped clean the beaches that were 
trashed from the refugees. As the refugees 
arrived on boats, they left behind plastic 
water bottles, oars, lifejackets, trash and the 
rafts they used to cross the ocean.  It was 
important to clean up the beaches because 
the garbage left on the beaches deterred 
tourists from vacationing here.  That is 
detrimental to the tourism that drives their 
economy.

Our group helped make food with “O 
Allos Anthropos.”  The food we made 
was distributed to the locals as well as to 
the refugees in Camp Moria.  We worked 
alongside a non profit called “O Allos 
Anthropos (The Other Human).”  We had 
the good majority of the food we made go 
to the camp.  For those locals that came, 
it was a great sight to see how happy they 
were to receive food.

God works in mysterious ways.  We were 
initially disappointed that we weren’t going 
to be able to serve in Camp Moria.  As soon 
as you think a door is closed, another opens.  
We were given an excellent opportunity 
as minors to connect with refugee minors 
by serving in a very small unaccompanied 
refugee minors’ camp.  This camp was 
much nicer and had much more room 
than Camp Moria.  The unaccompanied 
minors’ camp was for minors that crossed 
the border without parents. The kids there 
were very nice and very thankful to be in 
the camp.  We kicked the soccer ball around 

with the kids, played ping pong and talked 
with them.  A lot of them knew English 
(some better than others) and we found 
that all they really wanted was company, 
other people to play with and hang out with.  
Every story was different and every story 
was beyond compare to what we see and 

experience in the states. A boy, 16 years old, 
lost both of his parents because of the war. 
He had to flee the country he lived in, leave 
behind all the memories of his house and 
his homeland, to Greece with his younger 
sibling as refugees.

The mission team together in Lesvos, summer of 2016.

Sunday School By Georgia Harakas 

Welcome to Holy Trinity’s Sunday 
School.  We offer religious catechism to 
children 3 years old to 12th grade and 
focus on developing their moral and 
liturgical awareness.  The curriculum 
is comprehensive and multifaceted, 
incorporating Worship, Scripture, Holy 
Tradition, Iconography, Hymnology and 
Discipleship.  Some events scheduled 
throughout the year are 3rd grade 
Bible Presentation, Christmas Pageant, 
Oratorical Festival, Sunday of Orthodoxy 
Icon Procession, Myrophores for Holy 
Friday, other service projects, and the 
12th graders St. Augustine pilgrimage. 

Register your children now as we 
approach our first day of classes on 
September 25th. Students report to class 

immediately following Holy Communion 
and end at 11:45.  Forms are available in 
the main office or as an attachment in our 
emailed church bulletins.

If you are interested in volunteering 
please contact the Sunday School 
Committee at htgosundayschool@gmail.
com or check the appropriate box on the 
registration forms.

Having faith as an Orthodox Christian 
is necessary and learning about our faith 
is equally important.  A BIG thank you 
in advance to all of our teachers for 
educating the future of our church and 
being a part of helping them understand 
Orthodoxy.  We look forward to an 
exciting start to the 2016-2017 year.

tastings, and visited Elafonissi Beach, 
which was absolutely gorgeous!  The 
Greek island culture was an amazing 
experience and one that I will never 
forget.  

This was, most definitely, the trip 
of a lifetime and I am very thankful 
that I had the opportunity to go.  Not 
only was I able to enjoy the country 
of my roots, but I can honestly say 
that through this experience, I created 
everlasting bonds and friendships with 
fellow students from both the U.S. and 
Greece.  Lastly, the one thing that I 
consider to be most prevalent from 
my trip to Greece is the pride that 
the Greek people possess for their 
nation, and seeing that first hand was 
invaluable.  I am proud of my heritage, 
culture, and background...I am proud 
to be Greek!
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Mission continued from page 10
We helped the local Greek kids.  Since 

tourism is down, many of the local Greek 
families are out of work.  Their lives have 
changed both emotionally and financially 
with the influx of refugees.  Aphrodite, her 
husband and parents, are the wonderful 
owners of the Hotel Aphrodite where we 
stayed.  They are all truly amazing people.  
They have done so much to help (see links 
below). One day they invited local Greek 
children to the hotel so that we could 
interact with them.  It was good that the kids 
got to hang out with us that day because 
they really don’t have much opportunity 
for extra things that would typically cost 
money.  Some of us did arts and crafts with 
the kids and the others played in the pool.  
Talking with them was easy because they 
were always positive with good responses. 
Perhaps this was due to the fact that they 
enjoyed all the fun they could have with us.

The trip itself changed my outlook on 
how blessed we are to have much more 
than just the bare essentials in life and to 
live as fortunate and as free as we do.  I 
know for-a-fact that I don’t have to wake 
up and say to myself “how am I going to 
get food or water today?” or “how are we 
going to cross a 5 + mile body of water 
with nothing but a blowup raft made for 
20 people with as many as 50 people piled 
on with merely plastic found in dumpsters 
to serve as our oars?”  The situation these 
innocent people are left in is unreal and 
not deserving of them. They are forced 
to leave their own houses, sell and leave 
behind all they have made and run for 
their lives in search of land without war. 
The worst part of all is not knowing if they 
are able to survive after they leave their 
homes, crossing the 5+-mile body of water 
with only what they can carry.  If they are 
fortunate enough to survive the journey, 
then they are trapped and forced in a camp/
detention center that is 4-5 times too small 
for them.

Camp Moria is a military facility initially 
made for roughly 800 people and currently 
houses upwards of 3,500 refugees from the 
Middle East.  Their running water in public 

places is turned on 3 times a day for 2 hours 
at a time.  From what the other volunteers 
in our group shared, their “beds” are the 
blankets laid on concrete.  They literally 
live on the floor piled close to one another 
because of the close quarters of the camp.  
There are no yards for kids to play.  There is 
no real privacy and the great majority of the 
refugees’ days are spent waiting in line for 
food, sleeping, talking and sitting sweating 
in the dreadful heat.  The camp is run by 
NGO’s (non-governmental organizations) 
and the Greek police. The police have little 
tolerance for the refugee fights that break 
out from time to time.  If there is a fight the 
police will come out and say “problem?” 
and wave their batons around to which 
the refugees reply, “no problem.”  The 
fighting is mainly between different people 
of different countries.  To minimize these 
fights, the camp is separated by country.

For me, the reality sunk in when I saw the 
countless strands of barbed wire wrapped 
around the fence, the houses for refugees 
that us as Americans would call “big metal 
boxes” while they all experienced the 
dreadful heat...I honestly don’t know how 
they keep pushing on.  We complain about 
so much as Americans, acting as if we are 
entitled to everything whenever we want 
it and exactly how we want it and then I 
realize… they are thanking God to be alive 
with any food they can get in the worst 
possible conditions anyone could ever see 
in a lifetime.

A few questions that I still ask myself 
today….What makes me so deserving of 
my life? Why am I living where I am? Why 
wasn’t that me?

Why?
Below are some articles written about 

the amazing Aphrodite who is the owner 
of Hotel Aphrodite:

h t t p : / / w w w . n p r .
org/2015/09/22/442582500/greek-hotel-
owner-on-refugees-these-could-have-
been-my-children

http://www.studentsrebuild.org/
blog/2015-12-17/healing-classrooms-
molyvos-lesvos-greece

ht tps : / /haze lhedge .wordpress .
com/2016/02/23/not-only-a-refugee-crisis/

Often times, life can get pretty 
stressful.  Whether it is work, or school, 
or family issues, life can get pretty 
hectic.  Yet at the end of the day, we 
can go to bed with all of our troubles 
and frustrations and still know that at 
the end of it all everything will be okay. 
Some would call this optimism, but this 
feeling of security doesn’t just come 
from optimism, it comes from faith.  
Faith is not only God and His word, but 
also faith in oneself.  At its very core, 
faith is about trust.  That is how at the 
end of every trying day, we know that 
someone up above is looking out for 
what’s best for us.  It is a wonderful 
thing that we can only get from our 
faith, knowing that God just wants your 
love and trust, and in return will take 
care of the rest.  Being a Christian isn’t 
about being perfect, no living human 
has ever been perfect and that includes 

Why Faith?
By John KontoulaS Jesus himself, because he too was a man.  

But we can get forgiveness for our sins 
through confession so that when we do 
falter and mess up, we can be absolved 
of those sins. 

Christianity seems to be criticized 
from left and right constantly now a 
days, and at times life may make you 
question the faith, but that’s okay!  Faith 
is meant to be tested because having 
your faith tested by whatever obstacle 
or outside source it may be, will only 
make it stronger in the end when you 
have overcome it.  So… why the faith?  
Because faith makes us stronger, it brings 
peace of mind and a state of mental and 
spiritual comfort that can’t be matched 
by those without it. Faith eradicates 
uncertainty and brings together millions 
of people worldwide.  So the next time 
you find yourself uncertain about faith 
or anything unrelated to faith, put your 
complete trust in God and yourself, and 
you will prevail.

From the Choir Loft By Olga yamalis

A fun and memorable time was had by 
all choir members who attended the 40th 
annual conference of the Southeastern 
Federation of Greek Orthodox Choirs 
and Musicians (SFGOCM) hosted by 
St. Mark’s in Boca Raton, FL on July 
28-31.  The ‘Liturgy of Peace’ was 
sung and beautifully conducted by the 
composer himself, Chris Kypros.  Guest 
organist was Jim Bostaph, organist at Sts. 
Constantine & Helen in Newport News, 
VA and Youth Conductor, Stacey Norton, 
director at Holy Trinity in Orlando, FL.

The conference consisted of a 116-voice 
choir including 30 youth and teen choir 
musicians.  That includes Holy Trinity 
choir members Dr. Philip Thevaos, Lucy 
Pappadakes, Irina Monzolevskaya, Olga 
Yamalis, Dean Johns, Pauline Velonis, 
Niki Vastis, Sarah Vastis, Ekaterini 
Kapantais, Cecelia Kotsipias, Irene 
Yamalis and Elaina Yamalis.  Former 
choir members re-uniting included Chris 
Johns, Alex Johns, Suzanne Velonis, Dr. 
Bessie Chronaki, Irene Chronaki and 
Donna Palios Trakas.

On a fun note for this conference, our 
Holy Trinity bus was utilized to its fullest 
capacity.  First, we renamed it the “Do 
Re Mi So Fun” bus. It was occupied by 
the “La-ti-da” ladies choir members who 
were chauffeured by Lucy Pappadakes.  
The bus trip fully incorporated several 
conference music practices like Greek 
pastry eating, Greek instrumental music, 

pop-up thunderstorms, and shared choir 
member jokes for 1450+ miles. What an 
absolutely pleasurable trip!!

Congratulations to our very own Dean 
Johns from the Bass section. He was this 
year’s Metropolis of Atlanta recipient 
of the Patriarch Athenagoras I Award.  
This award gives national recognition 
to individuals whose contributions to the 
music ministry of the church are worthy 
of distinction.  It recognizes their talents 
and service to the development and 
perpetuation of the church choirs and 
musicians in their Metropolis and local 
community.  Dean’s over 40 years of 
choir service along with his many years 
chairing the Federation’s Scholarship 100 
Committee surely confirmed this honor. 
Congratulations Dean!

Congratulations also to Dr. Philip 
Thevaos for being elected (again) as the 
Southeastern Federation President for 
2016-2017 and to Lucy Pappadakes for 
being selected as guest conductor in the 
Metropolis of Boston Federation’s Choir 
Conference to be held in New London, 
CT in October 2016.  Way to go Philip 
and Lucy, we are so proud of you both!

Our summer closes out with August/
September practices in preparation for 
our Saturday choir performances at the 
2016 Yiasou Festival directed by Dr. 
Philip Thevaos.  Future Southeastern 

Recently Engaged:
Our Congratulations to Paula Constantina 

Andrinopoulos & Greg Johnson who were 
recently engaged!  Paula is the daughter of 
Dr. George & Joanna Andrinopoulos.  Plans 
for a 2016 Fall Wedding are underway!

Congratulations to Athanasios Housiadas 
& Irini Souris who are also recently engaged.  
Athanasios is the son or Mr. & Mrs. Serafim 
A. Housiadas.  Plans for a 2017 Wedding are 
underway!

Congratulations to Hope Politis & Mr. John D. Leak IV.  Hope is the daughter 
of Mr. & Mrs. Louie P. Politis. Plans for a 2017 Wedding are underway!

Recently Married:
Maria Pavlos Bisbikis and Konstantinos Ioannis 

Marros were married on Sunday, June 12, 2016 
at Holy Trinity Cathedral.  Maria is the daughter 
of Mr. Pavlos and Mrs. Alexandra Bisbikis of 
Charlotte, North Carolina and Konstantinos is 
the son of Mr. Ioannis and Mrs. Eleni Marros of 
York, Pennsylvania.  Their reception was held at 
the Fr. “C” Hall. They spent their honeymoon in 
France and Italy and the happy couple will reside 
in Charlotte

Stylianos Alatsis and Melissa Prickett were 
married on Saturday, May 28, 2016 at Holy 
Trinity Cathedral. Stylianos is the son of Mr. 
Leonidas and Mrs. Despina Alatsis and Melissa is 
the daughter of Mr. John and Mrs. Lisa Prickett.  
Their reception was held at the Big Chill.  After 
honeymooning in Hawaii, the happy couple will 
be residing in Charlotte.

By Kathy XyrafaKiS

Choir continued on page 13 
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 Q&A with:
Mr. Constantine N. Vrettos, 

Architect
One on One Design

T h e  Vo i c e :  
When did you get 
involved in this 
project?

Mr. Vrettos:  It was 
early 2013. Fr. Michael 
[Varvarelis] asked me 
to study the courtyard 

and the accessibility to the church.  I presented 
a solution to Fr. Michael, George Karres, who 
was the president [of the Parish Council], and 
Dino Pappas who was the chair of the renovation 
committee. They approved it and I was instructed 
to present it to the Metropolis Community 
Facilities Committee for approval.  I met with His 
Eminence Metropolitan Alexios and his commit-
tee and they approved the project. My agreement 
with the group was to wait until the funds were 
raised.  After a few months a person informed me 
that the committee had invited several architects 
to submit a proposal for the project.  I knew 
nothing about this but this person assured me 
that I would be invited.  I was invited, I did submit 
a proposal but it was not selected. After a year 
or so (the fall of 2014) I received a call [from the 
IRRC to see] if I was willing to be involved with 
the project.  I accepted the challenge.

The Voice:  What guidance were 
you presented with as you started the 
redesign?

Mr. Vrettos:  Make the toilets in the basement 
accessible, rebuild the existing accessible ramp 
and redevelop the courtyard.

The Voice:  What was your inspiration 
for the overall design?

Mr. Vrettos:  I did not want the new improve-
ments to look like additions and take away from 
the original design of the church. With that goal 
I explored several design options.  I continuously 
challenged myself to look at this project not as an 
addition-renovation but as a brand new project 
using the existing building as the program to be 
fulfi lled and my inspiration. This approach led to 
the current design.

The Voice:  What criteria did you use 
to establish priorities and make design 
decisions?

Mr. Vrettos:  We had to meet a budget, 
work with the Greek Festival schedule and, at 
the same time, stay with the material used on 
the existing building.  I selected four contrac-
tors to assist with the pricing during preliminary 
design, design development, and fi nal docu-
ments.  Based on the contractors’ pricing, we 
evaluated the costs and materials delivery time, 
then adjusted the budget and the construction 
timeline so that we could stay within the original 
design concept.

The Voice:  We know that you did 
the design work for St. Nektarios.  Have 
you done any architectural design for 
other churches, Orthodox or other 
denomination?

Mr. Vrettos:  I have only designed Orthodox 
churches. 

Completed projects

• St. Simeon Serbian Orthodox Church 7609 
Mallard Creek Rd. Charlotte NC

• The Transfi guration of Our Savior, Florence 
SC, the Narthex addition

• St. Luke, Mooresville NC. The conversion of 
a warehouse to a church.

• Holy Trinity Ethiopian Church, Charlotte NC
Currently working on:

• The Dormition of The Theotokos, Greens-
boro NC

 Q&A with:
Mr. Dino Pappas.  

Chairman of IRRC.
Partner in Vrettos Pappas 

Consulting Engineers
T h e  Vo i c e : 

When did you get 
involved in this 
project? 

Mr. Pappas:  The 
project was originally 
two different ideas, 
the Expansion to 

the Cathedral Narthex/Altar and the Courtyard 
Renovation. The projects were both in very early 
discussion and overlapped quite a bit. So they 
were merged in November of 2011.

The Voice:  Were you appointed or 
did you volunteer?  If appointed, who 
appointed you?

Mr. Pappas:  John Karagiannis was the 
PC (Parish Council) president and during the 
January PC meeting I was asked to be IRRC 
Chair.  Since I was previously the chair and in the 
construction industry, it was a good fi t for me.

The Voice:  Has the scope of the 
project remained constant?  If not, what 
changed?

Mr. Pappas:  The real question is what hasn’t 
changed. The courtyard renovation was a project 
with funding from Michael Antonio’s generous 
donation that just never started.  I made it the 
IRRC’s goal to complete the work. Congruently, 
Fr Michael [Varvarelis] and John Karagiannis 
were working on possibly expanding portion of 
the Cathedral for accessibility and additional 
storage. We met and it was decided that since 
both projects overlapped they should be merged. 
The IRRC would take over the project and see 
it to fruition. Over the next few years we went 
through an architect and plans that did not work, 
countless general assemblies, much debate. 
Finally we created a technical committee and 
brought on Mr. Costa Vrettos. The plans evolved 
into what we have today. A construction project 
that addresses the accessibility and connectivity 
needs of our community.

The Voice:  How do you stay connected 
to the project during this construction 
phase?  Are you meeting with Myers & 
Chapman?  Who else from Holy Trinity 
is attending those meetings?

Mr. Pappas:  John Mahairas (PC President), 
Costa Vrettos (architect), Britt Butler (PM for 
M&C, project manager for Myers & Chapman), 
Will Dowd (Super [visor] for M&C) and myself 
have construction meetings every Monday as 
well as have email communication on a daily ba-
sis. Depending on schedules, several others from 
the technical committee attend regularly as well.

The Voice:  With construction well 
under way, what challenges do you see 
to reaching a satisfactory “time out” on 
construction to get ready for the Yiasou 
Festival?

Mr. Pappas:  With construction moving along 
as it is, there have been two hurdles. Weather 
and unforeseen existing conditions. You cannot 
really control either, all you can do is pray and 
work fast in the time you have. Myers & Chapmen 
and the subcontractors have pushed themselves 
knowing how critical the festival is to us. Having 
the courtyard open for the festival has been their 
fi rst priority. M&C is working on the Father C Hall 
entrance and pavers right now. The plan is to 
have a wide path between the hall and cathedral 
for Festival visitors to circulate.

The Voice:  What is the anticipated 
completion date?

Mr. Pappas:  December 22nd, right on time for 
Christmas.

The Voice:  Thank you Dino.

• Sts. Raphael Nicholas and Irene, Cumming 
GA

• St. Christopher, Peach Tree City GA
• Panagia Chapel at Diakonia Center, Salem 

SC
• Panagia Prousiotissa Monastery, Troy NC

The Voice:  With construction well 
under way, where is your focus?  How 
do you assure that the execution is 
following the design?

Mr. Vrettos:  I have regular scheduled meet-
ings with the contractor every Monday.  I also 
stop by the site several times a week.  Please 
note we selected a very reputable contractor 
(Myers & Chapman), who I have worked with on 
several projects over the last 35 years. They were 

also the low bidder. 
The Voice:  What challenges did you run into 

on this project?
Mr. Vrettos:   There are four notable chal-

lenges: 
1. Finding buried items in the courtyard we 

did not know existed and redesign or work 
around them.

2. Weather issues. Too much rain when we 
started, too hot now. 

3. Crunch time to have the site ready by 
August 26 for the festival.  Therefore, we 
would rather have hot weather than rain.

4. We thought we would have accessibility 
issues with the parishioners but that has not 
been an issue. Everybody is very coopera-
tive.

The Voice:  Thank you Costa.

Cathedral & Courtyard Renovation Update 
August 11, 2016 

The Cathedra l  & 
Courtyard renovation 
construction continues as 
we approach completion 
of the first phase prior 
to our Annual Greek 
Festival. Here’s another 
“behind the fence” peak 
of the progress.

Cathedral Elevator 
Lobby & Chapel additions 
are progressing, along 
with the ramp/stairs 
accessing the Cathedral.

The main push for the 
completion of Phase I is 
to have the majority of the 
courtyard completed and 
available for our annual 
Greek Festival. Below is 
an image of the courtyard 
progress, as well as the 
pavers in progress.

Myers & Chapman 
will demobilize, secure 
the areas that will be off 
limits along the sides of 
the church and deliver 
a completed Phase 
I on August 26th. The 
balance of the courtyard 
will be open and usable, 
including the East Blvd 
festival entrance. The 
Cathedral itself will also 
be open and usable, 
including the current 
temporary ramp.

We appreciate your 
continued cooperation 
in refraining from entering 
the construction areas 
behind the fencing. This is 
especially critical during 
the next few weeks as 
pavers are installed and 
items are secured. There 

will be a lot of activity on the 
church grounds as we prepare 
for the festival both inside and 
out. We will provide additional 

updates to the community, as 
we continue to move forward 
with construction!
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Your Neighborhood Jeweler!

We offer a large selection of quality jewelry at affordable prices 

as well as watches that include Citizen, Seiko, Bulova, Swiss Army, 

Skagen and more. We have full service jewelry and watch repair to 

care for your treasures! 

Brownlee Jewelers is a Charlotte tradition specializing in excellent 

customer service for over 70 years! 

For more information on what 

is offered at Brownlee as well as 

additional store locations:

www.brownleejewelers.com 

Park Road Shopping Center 

4147 Park Road   Charlotte, NC 28209 

704-527-1717 

Hours: M-F 10-7, Sat. 10-6

Michelle Pavlakos

store manager and graduate gemologist

Μιλάμε Ελληνικά

ΜΙΛΑΜΕ ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΑ

Μιλάμε Ελληνικά

John Deans being recognized 
and receiving the Patriarch 

Athenagoras I Award

Holy Trinity’s participants at the Choir Conference

Federation events include participation 
November 12 & 13 in Atlanta for the 
Archangel Michael Awards and next 
year’s 41st SFGOCM annual choir 
conference combined with Metropolis 
Clergy Laity Assembly June 21-24, 2017 
in Raleigh, NC.

To see our SFGOCM Choir Conference 
40th Ruby Anniversary video, the link is:   
https://youtu.be/rq0PkeK6ARY

The replay of the Choir Conference 
Liturgy on July 31, 2016 is at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rig7ixn_
5lk&feature=player_embeddedA fun 
and memorable time was had by all 
choir members who attended the 40th 
annual conference of the Southeastern 
Federation of Greek Orthodox Choirs 
and Musicians (SFGOCM) hosted by 
St. Mark’s in Boca Raton, FL on July 
28-31.  The ‘Liturgy of Peace’ was 
sung and beautifully conducted by the 
composer himself, Chris Kypros.  Guest 
organist was Jim Bostaph, organist at Sts. 
Constantine & Helen in Newport News, 
VA and Youth Conductor, Stacey Norton, 
director at Holy Trinity in Orlando, FL.

The conference consisted of a 116-voice 
choir including 30 youth and teen choir 
musicians.  That includes Holy Trinity 
choir members Dr. Philip Thevaos, Lucy 
Pappadakes, Irina Monzolevskaya, Olga 
Yamalis, Dean Johns, Pauline Velonis, 
Niki Vastis, Sarah Vastis, Ekaterini 
Kapantais, Cecelia Kotsipias, Irene 
Yamalis and Elaina Yamalis.  Former 
choir members re-uniting included Chris 
Johns, Alex Johns, Suzanne Velonis, Dr. 
Bessie Chronaki, Irene Chronaki and 
Donna Palios Trakas.

On a fun note for this conference, our 

Holy Trinity bus was utilized to its fullest 
capacity.  First, we renamed it the “Do 
Re Mi So Fun” bus. It was occupied by 
the “La-ti-da” ladies choir members who 
were chauffeured by Lucy Pappadakes.  
The bus trip fully incorporated several 
conference music practices like Greek 
pastry eating, Greek instrumental music, 
pop-up thunderstorms, and shared choir 
member jokes for 1450+ miles. What an 
absolutely pleasurable trip!!

Congratulations to our very own Dean 
Johns from the Bass section. He was this 
year’s Metropolis of Atlanta recipient 
of the Patriarch Athenagoras I Award.  
This award gives national recognition 
to individuals whose contributions to the 
music ministry of the church are worthy 

Choir continued from page 11 of distinction.  It 
recognizes their 
talents and service 
to the development 
and perpetuation of 
the church choirs 
and musicians in 
their Metropolis 
a n d  l o c a l 
community.  Dean’s 
over 40 years of 
choir service along 
w i t h  h i s  m a n y 
y e a r s  c h a i r i n g 
the Federation’s 
S c h o l a r s h i p 
100 Commit tee 
surely confirmed 
t h i s  h o n o r . 
Congratulations Dean!

Congratulations also to Dr. Philip 
Thevaos for being elected (again) as the 
Southeastern Federation President for 
2016-2017 and to Lucy Pappadakes for 
being selected as guest conductor in the 
Metropolis of Boston Federation’s Choir 
Conference to be held in New London, 
CT in October 2016.  Way to go Philip 
and Lucy, we are so proud of you both!

Our summer closes out with August/
September practices in preparation for 
our Saturday choir performances at the 
2016 Yiasou Festival directed by Dr. 

Philip Thevaos.  Future Southeastern 
Federation events include participation 
November 12 & 13 in Atlanta for the 
Archangel Michael Awards and next 
year’s 41st SFGOCM annual choir 
conference combined with Metropolis 
Clergy Laity Assembly June 21-24, 2017 
in Raleigh, NC.

To see our SFGOCM Choir Conference 
40th Ruby Anniversary video, the link is:   
https://youtu.be/rq0PkeK6ARY

The replay of the Choir Conference 
Liturgy on July 31, 2016 is at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rig7ixn_5l
k&feature=player_embedded

sTEWaRDsHiP CORNER

As the summer 
vacat ion season 
comes to an end, 
we start to see the 
church  bus t l ing 
w i t h  a  g r e a t 
deal of activity.  
F r o m  f e s t i v a l 
p r epa ra t i ons  t o 
S u n d a y  s c h o o l 
p l a n n i n g ,  o u r 

parish comes together to ensure that 
we continue to nourish our faith, 
preserve our culture and grow our 
community.

On September 25, over 325 parish 
children will fill the halls to begin the 
new Sunday school year.  More than 30 
volunteers will dedicate a minimum of 
2,000 annual hours to a ministry whose 
mission is “…to develop each student 
spiritually to live a Christ-centered 
life”.  Time and Talent dedicated to the 
Sunday school program is invaluable 
and a “priceless” form of Stewardship. 

In the Jan-Apr edition of the Voice, 
the “Sunday School Evolution” article 
by Teresa Meletiou, highlighted the 
multitude of accomplishments that 
were achieved by the Sunday school 
program volunteers, which go above 
and beyond the weekly classroom 

setting.  Below are just a few of those 
activities that we will see in this 
upcoming year.

• H y m n o l o g y / M u s i c  P r o g r a m :  
Provides a stronger appreciation for 
the Divine Liturgy and the hymns 
of the Church. 

• Youth Focus Groups:  Allows 
our parish priest to connect with 
students by helping them embrace 
their faith and learn how to become 
good Orthodox Christians.

• Service Projects:  Brings awareness 
of others’ needs and the opportunity 
to develop good stewards of our 
community. 
Behind each activity and Sunday 

school curriculum there is a volunteer 
that has chosen to take time out of their 
personal life to better this community 
and all of those that are a part of 
it.  As with any ministry, the more 
people that volunteer the stronger 
and more sustainable the program 
becomes enabling it to accomplish 
its mission.  Anyone interested in 
volunteering your Time and Talent to 
this ministry can either send an email 
to htgocsundayschool@gmail.com or 
can contact the church office for more 
information.

The Stewardship Committee

Philoptochos By Frances Troupes 

We hope everyone had an enjoyable 
summer.  Many of our ladies vacationed 
in Greece and we welcome them all back.

Lucy Pappadakis and Anna Pitsikoulis 
attended the Clergy Laity Conference in 
Nashville TN and represented our chapter 
at the annual Philoptochos meeting. We 
are looking forward to hearing about 
their trip and the ideas presented during 
the conference.

On August 28th Philoptochos passed a 
second tray for the feast of St. Phanourios 

to benefit the youth programs of our 
Metropolis.  Thank you for your donations. 

We will be celebrating our name day, 
Agia Elpis, on Saturday, September 17th, 
with Divine Liturgy and Artoklasia.  
Following the Divine Liturgy, a luncheon 
will be held at Vivace Restaurant at the 
Metropolitan Center. 

We would like to sincerely thank 
everyone who helped with pastry 
preparations and making our festival a 
success.
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704-591-4660  Cell 
704-554-1814  Home 

bkatsanos@aol.com 

3917 Glenfal Ave 

LONG’S MONUMENT COMPANY, INC. 
“A Subsidiary of Gaulden Monuments, Inc.” 

LongsMonument.com 
 

3016 N. Graham Street 
Charlotte, NC 
704-376-5740 

 

HONORING YOUR LOVED ONES 
 

MONUMENTS, MARKERS, & MAUSOLEUMS 

News & Voices of the Holy Trinity 
Greek School

---Ανοιχτή Επιστολή---
Αγαπητοί Γονείς,
Ευχόμαστε να είστε όλοι καλά και να 

περνάτε ένα όμορφο καλοκαίρι.
Την Τρίτη, 13 Σεπτεμβρίου, αρχίζουν 

και πάλι τα μαθήματα στο Ελληνικό 
μας Σχολείο. Με την επιστολή μας αυτή 
θέλουμε να σας απευθύνουμε έκκληση να 
κάνετε φέτος κάθε δυνατή προσπάθεια να 
ενθαρρύνετε και να παρακινήσετε τα παιδιά 
σας να εγγραφούν στο σχολείο μας για 
να μάθουν την πλουσιότερη γλώσσα του 
κόσμου, τη μητέρα πολλών γλωσσών, τη 
γλώσσα των Ευαγγελίων και των προγόνων 
μας, τη γλώσσα την Ελληνική. Και όχι 
μόνον! Να μυηθούν στις αξεπέραστες 
αξίες της ελληνορθόδοξης πίστεώς μας, του 
ελληνικού μας πολιτισμού και της ένδοξης 
ιστορίας μας, να μάθουν ελληνικούς χορούς 
και τραγούδια, να γιορτάζουν όλα μαζί 
τις μεγάλες εθνικές και ελληνορθόδοξες 
γιορτές μας και να αισθάνονται ιδιαίτερα 
υπερήφανα που είναι ελληνικής καταγωγής.

Η  α γ γ λ ι κ ή  γ λ ώ σ σ α  μ π ο ρ ε ί  ν α 
χαρακτηρισθεί ως μια ελληνική διάλεκτος. 
Δεκάδες  χ ιλ ιάδες  αγγλικές  λέξε ι ς 
προέρχονται από την ελληνική γλώσσα 
και το 80-90% περίπου στην ιατρική. 
Μπορούμε ακόμα να μιλάμε την αγγλική 
γλώσσα χρησιμοποιώντας ελληνικές λέξεις 
όπως στις παραγράφους της επιστολής στην 
αγγλική γλώσσα που ακολουθεί.

Δώστε στα παιδιά σας την ευκαιρία και 
την ευχαρίστηση να είναι μαζί με τα άλλα 
ελληνοαμερικανόπουλα της ελληνικής 
μας κοινότητας, να προσεύχονται και να 
παίζουν μαζί, να τραγουδούν ελληνικά 
τραγούδια και να χορεύουν παραδοσιακούς 
χορούς, να ψέλνουν ύμνους στο Θεό μας, 
να αισθάνονται την αγάπη της εκκλησίας 
μας και να διδάσκονται τα αξεπέραστα 
ελληνοχριστιανικά μας ιδεώδη.

Οι εγγραφές συνεχίζονται μέχρι και την 
πρώτη εβδομάδα του Σεπτεμβρίου. Μη 
διστάζετε να προσφέρετε στα παιδιά σας 
μια εκπαίδευση που θα είναι για όλη τους 
τη ζωή ένα πολύτιμο δώρο.

Πολλές έρευνες και μελέτες έχουν 
δείξει ότι η εκμάθηση μιας ξένης γλώσσας 
και ιδιαίτερα της ελληνικής δημιουργεί 
στα παιδιά ένα ιδιαίτερα ανταγωνιστικό 
πλεονέκτημα στις πανεπιστημιακές τους 
σπουδές και μια πολύτιμη εργασιακή 
επιδεξιότητα στην επαγγελματική τους 
καριέρα. Η εκμάθηση μιας ξένης γλώσσας 
είναι ένα δια βίου δώρο και βοηθάει τους 
νέους μας διότι:

• Επιτυγχάνουν υψηλότερες βαθμολογίες 
στα επίσημα σχολικά τους διαγωνίσματα

• Αναπτύσει τις ικανότητες της κριτικής 
τους σκέψης

• Βελτιώνει την κατανόηση και διευρύνει 
το λεξιλόγιό τους

• Ενισχύει την ικανότητά τους στην 
αγγλική γλώσσα

• Ενδυναμώνει την ικανότητά τους στη 
λύση προβλημάτων

• Ενισχύει τη δημιουργικότητα και 
βοηθάει τη σκέψη τους να φθάσει σε 
υψηλό επίπεδο

• Αυξάνει  την αυτοπεποίθηση και 
αυτοεκτίμησή τους σε μεγάλο βαθμό

• Κατανοούν καλύτερα τη μητρική τους 
γλώσσα και πολιτισμό

• Κατανοούν  ευκολότερα  άλλους 
ανθρώπους, τη γλώσσα και τον πολιτισμό 
τους

• Δημιουργεί ευκαιρίες στην ακαδημαϊκή 
και επαγγελματική τους καριέρα.

Τα μαθήματα γίνονται δυο φορές την 
εβδομάδα (Τρίτη & Πέμπτη – Κανονικό 
Πρόγραμμα) ή μια φορά την εβδομάδα 
(Τρίτη – Πρόγραμμα με έμφαση στον 
προφορικό λόγο) από τις 4.45-6.45 μμ.

Τα «Ελληνικά γ ια  Ενήλικες» θα 
ξεκινήσουν την πρώτη εβδομάδα του 
Οκτωβρίου και τα Προχωρημένα Ελληνικά 
για τις επίσημες Εξετάσεις Ελληνομάθειας 
τη δεύτερη εβδομάδα του Ιανουαρίου 2017.

Ευχόμαστε σε όλα μας τα παιδιά να έχουν 
μια χαρούμενη και παραγωγική σχολική 
χρονιά.

Με εκτίμηση και αγάπη,
Π α τ ή ρ  Β α σ ί λ ε ι ο ς  Τ σ ο υ ρ λ ή ς                                 

Ελευθέριος Περούλας
Ι ε ρ α τ ι κ ώ ς  Π ρ ο ϊ σ τ ά μ ε ν ο ς                                          

Διευθυντής
Καθεδρικού Ναού Αγίας Τριάδος                             

Ελληνικού Σχολείου

---Open Letter---
Dear Parents,
We hope all of you are well and have 

had a wonderful summer time.

With our new 2016-2017 school year 
starting Tuesday, September 13, we would 
like to take the opportunity to write this 
letter and urge you to make every effort 
to challenge your children by motivating 
them to attend our Greek Afternoon 
School to learn the richest language in the 
world, the mother of many languages, the 
language of their ancestors, the language 
of our Gospels, the language that has 
greatly influenced the western civilization, 
the Greek language. 

Research and several studies have 
shown that learning a second language 
and especially Greek will give children a 
competitive advantage for college and a 
valuable job skill in their career. Learning 
a second language is a life-long gift and 
provides children with:

• Higher scores on standardized tests

• Enhanced critical thinking skills

• Improved l i s ten ing  and  broader 
vocabulary

• Increased competence in English

• Strengthened problem solving skills

• Greater creativity and higher-order 
thinking skills

• Heightened self–concept and high 
levels of self- esteem

• Better understanding of own language 
and culture

• Receptivity toward other people, 
history and cultures

• Enhanced  academic  and  ca ree r 
opportunities

T h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  c a n  b e 
characterized a Greek dialect. Tens of 
thousands of English words are based on 
Greek root words and about 80-90% in 
medicine. We can speak English using 
only Greek words as in the following 
sentences: 

MUSIC: The Orchestras electrified the 
atmosphere, with musical organs like the 
harp the lyre the aulos and hydraulos. The 
chorus in the odium or theatre synchronized 
with the organs harmoniously.  The 

rhythm and harmonious eurythmy were 
unparalleled. Synthesis, synergy and 
symphony idealized every or chestrated 
episode. The magnetic atmosphere, the 
harmonic rhythm and the stereophonic... 

DRAMA-THEATER: The genesis of 
classical drama was not symptomatic. 
A euphoria of charismatic and talented 
protagonists showed fantastic scenes of 
historic episodes. The prologue, the theme 
and the epilogue, comprised the trilogy 
of drama while synthesis, analysis and 
synopsis characterized the phraseology 
of the text.

HISTORY: History has no parallel 
paradigm of a politician with character 
and charisma, like Pericles the Athe-
nian, whose scholastic and sto chastic 
dynamism, rhetoric, fan tasy, energy 
and ideology charac terized him as the 
ARCHITECT OF THE ATHENIAN 
DEMOCRACY.

Give your children the opportunity 
and the pleasure to be with other Greek 
–American children of our Hellenic 
Community, to pray and play together, 
to sing Greek songs and dance Greek 
traditional dances, to feel the love of our 
Church and be taught our unsurpassed 
Hellenic-Christian ideals.

Our registration goes on until the first 
week of September. The lessons this year 
will be twice/week (Tuesday & Thursday – 
Regular Program) or once/week (Tuesday 
– Oral Communication Program) from 
4:45-6:45 pm. The Program “Greek for 
Adults” will begin the first week of 
October, and the Advanced Program for 
the formal Greek Exams of the Greek 
Ministry of Education the second week 
of January 2017.

We wish to all our children a very happy 
and productive school year.

Sincerely,

Fr. Vasileios Tsourlis, Dean

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral 

Larry Peroulas, Principal 

Holy Trinity Greek School 



Όλοι οι φετινοί απόφοιτοι έφυγαν από το σχολείο με πολλές και αξέχαστες αναμνήσεις, υπερηφάνεια αλλά και τιμητικές διακρίσεις, επαίνους

και χρηματικά βραβεία από την ΑΧΕΠΑ, την κοινότητα, το Σύλλογο Γονέων και Δασκάλων και από θερμούς υποστηρικτές του σχολείου, όπως την

κ. Μάχη Φωτοπούλου, τη δα Λία Ράπτη, την κ. Γαρυφαλλιά Παππά για άριστη σχολική επίδοση, για αξιόλογες πτυχιακές εργασίες, αθλητικές

επιτεύξεις και εξαίρετες παρουσίες.

Πάνω από 150 υπερήφανοι γονείς και προσκεκλημένοι των αποφοίτων παρακάθησαν, αμέσως μετά την εκδήλωση, σε επίσημο δείπνο κατά

τη διάρκεια του οποίου οι απόφοιτοι είχαν την ευκαιρία να μιλήσουν για τις εμπειρίες και τις γνώσεις που απέκτησαν τα 7 χρόνια ελληνικών

σπουδών στο Ελληνικό Σχολείο. 

Ιδιαίτερη σημασία είχαν οι διακρίσεις και τα χρηματικά βραβεία που δόθηκαν και στους 13 απόφοιτους για τις εξαιρετικές τους εργασίες που

υπέβαλαν στη διεύθυνση του σχολείου ως προϋπόθεση αποφοίτησής τους με θέμα: «Η Γενέτειρα των Προγόνων μου». Κορυφαία απόφοιτος

αριστούχος αναδείχθηκε η μαθήτρια Σταυρούλα Αποστολοπούλου, στην οποία απονεμήθηκε από την Αρχιεπισκοπή Αμερικής και το Βραβείο

Αριστείας Των Τριών Ιεραρχών.

ΘΕΡΜΟΤΑΤΑΣΥΓΧΑΡΗΤΗΡΙΑ

ΣΤΟΥΣ ΑΠΟΦΟΙΤΟΥΣ 2 0 1 6

ΣΤΑΥΡΟΥΛΑ ΑΠΟΣΤΟΛΟΠΟΥΛΟΥ * ΑΓΓΕΛΙΚΗ

ΕΞΑΡΧΟΥ

ΔΗΜΗΤΡΗΣ ΖΑΓΚΑΝΑΣ * ΜΑΡΙΑ ΚΑΛΤΣΟΥΝΗ

ΘEΟΔΩΡΟΣ ΚΑΡΥΓΙΑΝΝΗΣ * ΔΗΜΗΤΡΗΣ ΚΕΛΛΥ

ΒΑΣΙΛΙΚΗ ΚΟΥΚΟΥΤΣΗ * ΓΑΒΡΙΕΛΛΑ ΜΕΛΕΤΙΟΥ

ΕΛΕΥΘΕΡΙΑ ΝΤΟΖΙΕΡ * ΓΙΑΝΝΗΣ ΞΥΡΑΦΑΚΗΣ 

ΑΝΝΑ ΠΑΠΠΑ * ΚΑΤΕΡΙΝΑ ΦΙΟΡΕ * ΜΑΡΙΑ ΧΟΛΕΒΑ

ΚΟΡΥΦΑΙΟΙ ΑΠΟΦΟΙΤΟΙ

Κανονικού Προγράμματος

==ΠΡΩΤΗ ΘΕΣΗ==

ΣΤΑΥΡΟΥΛΑ ΑΠΟΣΤΟΛΟΠΟΥΛΟΥ

==ΔΕΥΤΕΡΗ ΘΕΣΗ==

ΜΑΡΙΑ ΚΑΛΤΣΟΥΝΗ

==ΤΡΙΤΗ ΘΕΣΗ==

ΑΝΝΑ ΠΑΠΠΑ

Προγράμματος Προφορικής Επικοινωνίας

==ΠΡΩΤΗ ΘΕΣΗ==

Νέα & Φωνές του Ελληνικού Σχολείου Αγίας Τριάδας

Αποφοίτηση στο Ελληνικό Σχολείο Αγίας Τριάδας

Κοσμοσυροή από γονείς, συγγενείς και φίλους στη λαμπρή γιορτή αποφοίτησης του Ελληνικού Σχολείου Αγίας Τριάδος στη Σαρλότ της Β.

Καρολίνας. Το σχολείο λειτουργεί ανελλιπώς από το έτος 1935 και είναι σήμερα ένα από τα καλύτερα οργανωμένα απογευματινά σχολεία της Ιεράς

Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής. 

(Αριστερά): Οι 13 απόφοιτοι του Ελληνικού Σχολείου Αγίας Τριάδας σ’ ένα αναμνηστικό στιγμιότυπο, πλαισιωμένοι από τους ιερείς, τον προϊστάμενο π. Ευάγγελο και  π.
Θεόδωρο, το δ/ντή Ελ. Περούλα και τις δασκάλες. (Δεξιά): Οι μαθητές τραγουδούν ελληνικά τραγούδια, αποχαιρετώντας τους απόφοιτους

.  

Η κορυφαία απόφοιτος, Σταυρούλα Αποστολοπούλου, παραλαμβάνει από τον δ/ντή του σχολείου και εκ μέρους της ΑΧΕΠΑ τιμητική πλακέτα και δωροεπιταγή. Στη δεύτερη φωτογραφία οι

αριστούχοι μαθητές απ’ όλες τις τάξεις.

για την ανιδιοτελή προσφορά των υπηρεσιών τους
στην εκπλήρωση της αποστολής 

του Ελληνικού Σχολείου
Οι πράξεις τους αυτές αποτελούν παράδειγμα προς

μίμηση.

==Εγκάρδια Συγχαρητήρια==

σε όλους τους απόφοιτους

2016
για τις εξαιρετικές πτυχιακές εργασίες που υπέβαλαν στη

Διεύθυνση του Ελληνικού μας Σχολείου ως προϋπόθεση

αποφοίτησής τους με θέμα:

«Η ΓΕΝΕΤΕΙΡΑ ΤΩΝ ΠΡΟΓΟΝΩΝ ΜΟΥ»

Ιδιαίτερα συγχαίρουμε τους μαθητές:
(με αλφαβητική σειρά)

ΜΑΡΙΑ ΚΑΛΤΣΟΥΝΗ – ΘΕΟΔΩΡΟ ΚΑΡΥΓΙΑΝΝΗ

ΚΑΤΕΡΙΝΑ ΦΙΟΡΕ – ΜΑΡΙΑ ΧΟΛΕΒΑ

οι εργασίες των οποίων κατέλαβαν την πρώτη θέση
Ενθαρρύνουμε τους απόφοιτους και όλους τους μαθητές μας να

εξακολουθήσουννα διατηρούν στενούς δεσμούς με τη γενέτειρα 

των γονέων και τωνπρογόνων τους και με την 

Ελλάδα μας γενικότερα.

ΚΑΤΕΡΙΝΑ ΦΙΟΡΕ

==Χίλια Ευχαριστώ==

Οι Μαθητές, η Διεύθυνση, οι Δασκάλες και ο Σύλλογος

Γονέων

και Διδασκάλων του Ελληνικού Σχολείου Αγίας Τριάδος

απευθύνουμε θερμότατες ευχαριστίες:

 στη Λία Ράπτη
για τα γεναιόδωρα χρηματικά βραβεία που πρόσφερε

προς όλους τους απόφοιτους για τις εξαιρετικές
πτυχιακές εργασίες που υπέβαλαν στη διεύθυνση του
Ελληνικού Σχολείου καθώς και για την έκδοση του

αναμνηστικού 
σχολικού βιβλίου 2015-2016

 Λίτσα Παππά
για τη γενναιόδωρη χρηματική προσφορά της για την

παραγωγή και έκδοση του αναμνηστικού σχολικού
βιβλίου 2015-2016. Χωρίς τη δωρεά αυτή δεν θα ήταν

δυνατή η δωρεάν προσφορά του βιβλίου σε κάθε
οικογένεια 

του Ελληνικού μας Σχολείου

 Ανδρομάχη Φωτοπούλου
για τα γενναιόδωρα χρηματικά βραβεία που πρόσφερε 

στους αριστούχους απόφοιτους στη μνήμη του 
αειμνήστου συζύγου της Θεόφιλου

 Μαρία Χάντλυ-Γκρούμπα, Λίντα Κακούρα

και Κάθυ Πίττμαν

για τον πολύτιμο χρόνο που διέθεσαν, το ταλέντο
και τη δημιουργική τους συμβολή στο σχεδιασμό

και παραγωγή του αναμνηστικού
σχολικού βιβλίου 2015-2016

 Ιωάννη Γεωργόπουλο, Ευάγγελο Τάτση

Κατερίνα Ξυραφάκη και Φράνσις Ζόγκζα
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ΕΛΕΥΘΕΡΙΑ ΝΤΟΖΙΕΡ * ΓΙΑΝΝΗΣ ΞΥΡΑΦΑΚΗΣ 

ΑΝΝΑ ΠΑΠΠΑ * ΚΑΤΕΡΙΝΑ ΦΙΟΡΕ * ΜΑΡΙΑ ΧΟΛΕΒΑ

ΚΟΡΥΦΑΙΟΙ ΑΠΟΦΟΙΤΟΙ

Κανονικού Προγράμματος

==ΠΡΩΤΗ ΘΕΣΗ==

ΣΤΑΥΡΟΥΛΑ ΑΠΟΣΤΟΛΟΠΟΥΛΟΥ

==ΔΕΥΤΕΡΗ ΘΕΣΗ==

ΜΑΡΙΑ ΚΑΛΤΣΟΥΝΗ

==ΤΡΙΤΗ ΘΕΣΗ==

ΑΝΝΑ ΠΑΠΠΑ

Προγράμματος Προφορικής Επικοινωνίας

==ΠΡΩΤΗ ΘΕΣΗ==

ΚΑΤΕΡΙΝΑ ΦΙΟΡΕ

==Χίλια Ευχαριστώ==

Οι Μαθητές, η Διεύθυνση, οι Δασκάλες και ο Σύλλογος

Γονέων

και Διδασκάλων του Ελληνικού Σχολείου Αγίας Τριάδος

απευθύνουμε θερμότατες ευχαριστίες:

 στη Λία Ράπτη
για τα γεναιόδωρα χρηματικά βραβεία που πρόσφερε

προς όλους τους απόφοιτους για τις εξαιρετικές
πτυχιακές εργασίες που υπέβαλαν στη διεύθυνση του
Ελληνικού Σχολείου καθώς και για την έκδοση του

αναμνηστικού 
σχολικού βιβλίου 2015-2016

 Λίτσα Παππά
για τη γενναιόδωρη χρηματική προσφορά της για την

παραγωγή και έκδοση του αναμνηστικού σχολικού
βιβλίου 2015-2016. Χωρίς τη δωρεά αυτή δεν θα ήταν

δυνατή η δωρεάν προσφορά του βιβλίου σε κάθε
οικογένεια 

του Ελληνικού μας Σχολείου

 Ανδρομάχη Φωτοπούλου
για τα γενναιόδωρα χρηματικά βραβεία που πρόσφερε 

στους αριστούχους απόφοιτους στη μνήμη του 
αειμνήστου συζύγου της Θεόφιλου

 Μαρία Χάντλυ-Γκρούμπα, Λίντα Κακούρα

και Κάθυ Πίττμαν

για τον πολύτιμο χρόνο που διέθεσαν, το ταλέντο
και τη δημιουργική τους συμβολή στο σχεδιασμό

και παραγωγή του αναμνηστικού
σχολικού βιβλίου 2015-2016

 Ιωάννη Γεωργόπουλο, Ευάγγελο Τάτση

Κατερίνα Ξυραφάκη και Φράνσις Ζόγκζα
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	 •	Compassionate	hearts	providing	quality	service	at	a	
	 	 sensible	price

	 •	Specialists	in	shipping	and	receiving	loved	ones

	 •	Traditional	funeral	arrangements	made	with	the	care	and	 
	 	 certainty	that	the	service	selected	properly	memorializes	 
	 	 your	loved	one

	 •	Pre-arrangement	planning	and	
	 	 transfer	of	existing	pre-arrangements

Charlotte/Ballantyne
16151 Lancaster Hwy.
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-714-1540

Weddington/Matthews
3700 Forest Lawn Dr.
Matthews, NC 28104

704-846-3771

Indian Trail
4431 Old Monroe Road
Indian Trail, NC 28079

704-821-2960

Make the HeritageChoice

Freestanding 150+ Seat Restaurant in
Belmont NC next to Belmont Abby College,

next to New Shopping Center
with Green Grocery, Ample Parking,
25’ Modern Hood, 3 Walk-in Boxes,

prep area etc.

WORLDSPAN
704-451-7099




